July  36,  1887.] 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


57 


Established  1859 


EQINCIPAL  OFFICE,  42  CANNON  STBEET,  LONDON,  B.O, 

BRANCH  OFFICE  : 

NORMANBY  CHAMBERS,  MELBOURNE. 

Published  every  Saturday. 

Subscription  10s.  per  year,  payable  in  advance  ; 

commencing  from  any  date. 

Post  free  to  every  country  in  the  world.  Single  copies,  4d.  eich. 

Supplied  only  to  persons  connected  with  the  Trade. 

For  Australasian  subscribers  the  subsidiary  journal  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  Australasia  is  included. 


PAGE 

Bankruptcy  Report    72 

Correspondence : — 

Liq.  Eastoni  Cone. ;  Preser- 
vation of  Leeches    78 

Belladonna  Plaster;  Sarsa- 

parilla  Mixture    79 

Dispensing  Notes    83 

Legal  Queries    81 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries   ....  81 

Deaths    72 

Editorial  Notes : — 
The  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry   68 

Adulterated  Drugs   69 

Pharmaceutical  Desiderata..  70 

Foreign  and  Colonial   73 

French  Pharmaceutical  News  .  66 

Gazette   67 

Leaderettes    71 

Legal  Report    72 


PAGE 

Marriages   72 

Medical  Gleanings   74 

Metropolitan  Reports    58 

Neatsfoot  Oil  in  the  Navy    62 

New  Companies   72 

Personalities    72 

Pharmaceutical     Society  of 
Great  Britain  : — 

Preliminary     Examination ; 

Questions    60 

North  British  Branch    60 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land   61 

Provincial  Reports   58 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  . .  63 

Suggestions   57 

Trade  Notes   62 

Trade  Report : — 

London   75 

New  York   77 


Advertisements  of  employers  and  assistants  can  now  be 
received  by  us  up  to  the  first  post  on  Friday  mornings,  and 
will  be  inserted  in  the  current  week's  issue. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
•was  held  in  Manchester  this  week,  and  the  proceedings  are 
fully  reported  in  this  journal.  On  Thursday  and  Friday  the 
members  visited  various  places  of  interest  in  and  around 
Manchester.  Bleaching  and  dye  works  were  the  principal 
technical  attractions,  over  fifty  of  the  members  visiting 
Messrs.  Knowles  &  Co.'s  works  at  Tottington  on  Thursday 
morning.    The  gathering  was  a  very  successful  one. 


Suggestions. 


Circulars  to  the  Trade.  —  We  shall  be  prepared  to 
stitch  up  with  our  issue  of  July  30— and  not  again  this  year — 
suitable  circulars  as  advertisements.  We  can  guarantee  the 
perfect  circulation  or  eleven  thousand,  all  to  the  drug  trade, 
and  about  a  third  of  them  to  colonial  and  foreign  firms. 
Wholesale  houses,  manufacturers,  and  specialists  are  invited 
to  correspond  about  this  opportunity.  A  tinted  circular 
stitched  up  with  a  journal  of  the  reputation  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  is  a  most  effective  method  of  advertisement, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  it  can  be  issued  in  this  manner  at 
less  than  one-third  the  cost  of  postage. 


We  have  prepared  a  set  of  forms  for  small  advertisements 
(assistants  wanted,  businesses  for  disposal,  Exchange  column, 
&c).  With  these  are  attached  tables  of  useful  reference 
matter  (Sale  of  Poisons,  Postal  Information,  Annual  Licences, 
Metric  Weights,  Measures,  Medicine  Stamps,  Law  and  Public 
Offices,  &c).  We  shall  be  glad  to  send  one  of  these  sets  to 
any  subscriber  who  will  send  us  an  addressed  postal  wrapper 
(bearing  a  halfpenny  stamp).  As  the  object  of  this  production 
is  to  encourage  the  insertion  of  such  advertisements  as  we 
have  named  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  we  hope  this 
offer  will  be  taken  advantage  of  chiefly  by  those  subscribers 
who  are  willing  to  use  this  journal  whenever  opportunities 
occur. 


Five  Grains  of  Pepsin,  four  times  a  day,  with  a  milk 
diet,  has  been  highly  spoken  of  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea. 

A  new  albumen-precipitant  consists  of  a  mixture  of  lactic 
acid,  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  common  salt.  The  albumen 
thus  precipitated  is  remarkably  digestible. 

The  taste  and  bad  effects  which  frequently  accompany  the 
administration  of  perchloride  of  mercury  and  iodide  of 
potassium  are  overcome  by  combining  oxyiodide  of  bismuth 
with  them. 

Stained  Teeth  can  be  bleached  with  peroxide  of  hydro- 
gen (5  vol.),  mixed  with  powdered  pumice  and  well  rubbed 
over  the  enamel.  The  teeth  should  be  well  cleansed  with 
tepid  water  after. 

Glycozone  is  pure  glycerine  in  which  four  volumes  of 
ozone  [the  American  Druggist  suggests  hydrogen  peroxide] 
have  been  dissolved ;  it  is  odourless  and  deodorisant.  It  is 
recommended  as  a  local  application  in  offensive  cancerous 
tumours. 

Granular  Nitrogen  Monoxide  is  one  of  the  many  sub- 
stances now  recommended  in  the  United  States  for  preparing 
the  gas  for  the  "compound  oxygen  treatment,"  one  of  the 
most  recent  crazes.  Mr.  J.  N.  Lloyd  examined  the  granular 
monoxide  and  found  it  to  consist  of  nitrate  of  ammonia. 

Corns. — A  homceopathic  physician  recommends  picrate 
of  iron  for  corns,  especially  those  which  have  been  quickly 
developed.  Half  a  drachm  of  a  1  in  50  solution  of  the  salt 
is  made  into  a  4-oz.  mixture,  and  a  teaspoonful  given  three 
times  a  day.  If  the  corns  are  of  loDg  standing,  the  remedy 
has  to  be  persevered  with  for  a  corresponding  time. 

Socotrine  Aloe  Leaves  have  been  suggested  for  burns. 
One  of  the  thick  aloe  leaves  is  split  in  half,  and  the  fresh 
inside  portion  is  applied  to  the  burn.  The  pain  disappears 
instantly.  The  green  juice  of  the  plant  turns  violet,  and  all 
traces  of  the  burn  often  disappear  by  the  next  day,  except  a 
violet  tinge,  which  may  remain  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 

To  Clean  Marble. — Take  2  oz.  of  washing  soda  1  oz.  of 
pumice  stone,  and  1  oz.  of  chalk  ;  powder  the  whole  fine ;  sift 
through  a  fine  sieve  and  mix  it  with  water  ;  then  rub  it  well 
all  over  the  marble,  washing  with  soap  and  water.  If  dry 
washing  soda  is  used  (such  as  Gaskell  &  Deacon's  crystal 
carbonate),  the  powder  put  up  in  boxes  should  find  a  ready 
sale  as  a  marble-cleanser. 

Professor  Emil  L.  Boerner,  of  Iowa  City,  U.S.A.,  has 
recently  been  urging  upon  his  fellow-pharmacists  to  make 
their  own  gelatine  coated  pills,  his  remarks  being  based 
entirely  on  the  saving  which  may  be  effected.  For  7,500 
official  pills  he  calculates  the  cost  of  materials  at  $4  65 ; 
manufacturer's  charge  for  the  same  is  $24  38 — that  is,  a 
charge  of  $19  73  for  labour,  &c.  Professor  Boerner  would 
have  this  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  retailer,  therefore  that 
the  retailer  should  make  his  own  pills. 

A  New  Ear-trumpet  has  been  devised  by  an  American 
inventor.  It  resembles  an  ordinary  conversation-tube  in 
every  respect,  except  that  a  duplicate  of  the  earpiece  is 
carried  from  the  one  ear  to  the  other,  round  the  head,  by 
means  of  a  flat  metal  band.  Moreover,  the  mouthpiece  is 
fixed  to  a  small  cabinet  containing  a  battery,  and  the  wires 
from  this  connect  the  mouthpiece  with  the  earpieces.  In 
the  mouthpiece  there  is  a  diaphragm  which  converts  the 
instrument  into  a  sort  of  microphone,  and  compels  the 
speaker  to  speak  in  whispers  and  the  listener  to  hear. 

A  Novel  Nipple-shield  has  been  accidentally  discovered 
by  an  American  physician.  One  of  his  female  patients,  who 
lived  in  a  country  district,  suffered  greatly  from  sore  nipples 
as  well  as  from  a  too  copious  supply  of  milk.  There  was  no 
druggist's  shop  within  miles  of  her,  and  she  took  a  wire  tea- 
strainer,  filled  it  with  absorbent  cotton,  and  placed  it  over 
the  nipple.  It  was  suspended  from  the  neck  by  a  tape.  The 
device  fulfilled  its  purpose  admirably.  This  appears  to  be  a 
happy  idea,  and  might  be  taken  up  by  some  of  our  sundries 
houses.  The  cotton  used  may  be  medicated,  and  a  fresh 
supply  sent  out  with  the  shield. 
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The  "  Globe  Drug  Company." — The  summons  against 
George  R'Eno,  who,  as  already  reported,  had  been  charged 
by  a  Mr.  M.  J.  Kavanagh  with  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretences  in  connection  with  the  London  and  Globe  Drug 
Company,  was  dismissed  on  July  8  by  Mr.  Alderman  Gray. 

Trade  Outing. — On  Saturday,  July  9,  the  employes  of 
Messrs.  Walker,  Troke  &  Co.  had  their  annual  excursion,  the 
place  selected  being  Rosherville,  which  on  this  occasion 
vindicated  its  historic  reputation  as  "  the  place  to  spend  a 
happy  day." 

Cricket. — Pharmaceutical  C.  C.  v.  Ferme  Park. — 
This  match  was  played  at  Crouch  End  on  Saturday,  July  9, 
and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  former,  although  they  had  only 
nine  men  to  bat  and  ten  in  the  field,  Mr.  P.  MacEwan  filling 
one  of  the  vacancies.  The  total  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
innings  reached  75,  of  which  Woolley  made  16,  Quinton  14, 
and  Aston  21.  Ferme  Park  could  only  attain  to  58,  Quin- 
ton's  bowling  being  very  effective.  He  took  eight  wickets, 
two  others  having  been  caught  by  Woolley  off  his  bowling. 
Aston  bowled  the  other  two.  The  last  two  wickets  were 
taken  within  the  last  five  minutes,  thus  just  preventing  a 
draw. 

Fires. — A  fire  which  only  just  missed  being  a  very  serious 
one  occurred  on  the  extensive  premises  of  Messrs.  Barron, 
Squire  &  Co.,  1  to  7  Bush  Lane,  Cannon  Street,  on  Sunday 
morning  last.  The  fire  seems  to  have  broken  out  in  a  hay- 
loft over  some  stables  and  spread  to  the  oil  room,  doing  a 
good  deal  of  damage.  The  fire  brigade  were  promptly  at 
work,  and  succeeded  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  flames 
to  the  rest  of  the  warehouse.  The  business  of  the  firm  was 
not  interrupted,  and  their  loss,  we  understand,  is  covered  by 
insurance.— A  large  stationery  warehouse  at  56  Southwark 
Street  was  burned  on  Saturday  last,  and  some  considerable 
damage  was  done  to  the  roof  of  Messrs.  Judson's  premises 
next  door. — On  the  same  day  a  large  portion  of  the  premises 
of  Messrs.  E.  H.  Padbury,  pill- box  makers,  Bendon  Valley, 
Garrett  Lane,  Wandsworth,  was  destroyed  by  fire. — Messrs. 
Lynch  &  Co.,  whose  fire  on  June  20  has  been  previously 
reported,  are  carrying  on  business  at  12  Little  Britain,  E.C., 
during  the  restoration  of  their  premises,  and  they  have 
issued  an  announcement  thanking  their  customers  for  their 
consideration  and  sympathy  during  the  temporary  dis- 
arrangement of  their  business. 

No  Order. — At  the  Mansion  House,  on  July  8,  Percy 
Roskams,  a  respectably-dressed  young  man,  was  charged 
with  obtaining  money  from  the  Lord  Mayor  by  false  pre- 
tences. Edward  Winney,  butler  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  deposed 
that  on  the  afternoon  of  June  17  the  prisoner  called  at  the 
Mansion  House  and  said  he  had  brought  some  disinfecting 
fluid  for  the  Lord  Mayor.  Witness  asked  him  where  he  had 
come  from,  and  the  prisoner  replied,  "  From  Morgan's,  in  the 
Strand."  The  prisoner  produced  a  bill  purporting  to  come 
from  "  H.  C.  Morgan,  16  Strand,"  relating  to  ten  gallons 
of  disinfecting  fluid,  the  price  of  which  was  21.  8.?.  Witness 
asked  who  ordered  it,  and  prisoner  replied  that  he  believed 
that  it  was  Sir  Reginald  Hanson  himself ;  he  told  him  to 
bring  it  and  give  it  in  charge  of  the  butler,  who  would  pay 
for  it.  The  prisoner  then  brought  in  a  carboy  containing 
some  blue  fluid.  Witness  said  they  would  send  the  money 
on,  but  the  prisoner  said  that  he  had  been  told  to  wait  for 
the  money.  Witness  thereupon  gave  the  prisoner  21.  8s.,  and 
the  prisoner  receipted  the  bill.  As  the  result  of  inquiries 
prisoner  was  apprehended,  when  he  said  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  make  it  a  fraud  if  a  man  sold  value  for  money. 
They  had  not  been  able  to  find  H.  C.  Morgan  in  the  Strand. 
Mr.  Smith,  the  manufacturer  of  the  "London  blue"  used  in 
laundries,  deposed  that  he  had  examined  the  fluid  in  the 
carboy.  The  fluid  was  some  of  his  blue,  but  diluted.  It  was 
worth  28s.,  or  24s.  excluding  the  carboy.  In  May  last  he 
advertised  for  some  one  to  sell  on  commission,  and  the 
prisoner  answered  the  advertisement  and  was  appointed.  It 
was  stated  that  other  people  had  been  defrauded  in  like 
manner,  and  Alderman  Sir  Robert  Garden  remanded  the 
prisoner. 

Royal  Botanic  Society. — On  Thursday  evening  of  last 
week  the  annual  fete  of  this  society,  always  a  fashionable 


affair,  came  off,  there  being  general  expressions  of  satisfaction 
regarding  the  gorgeous  character  of  the  decorations  and  the 
enjoyable  nature  of  the  musical  entertainments  which  were 
provided.  In  large  tents  were  shown  bouquets  and  flora] 
arrangements  for  personal  and  table  decoration  submitted 
by  competitors,  and  these  had  their  quota  of  admirers  during 
the  evening.  Art,  however,  quite  outdid  nature  on  this 
occasion,  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  of  Clarke's  "  Fairy  " 
lights  being  used  to  illuminate  the  footpaths  and  grounds 
generally.  It  is  difficult  to  convey  a  correct  impression  of 
the  wonderful  effect  of  this  kind  of  decoration  on  such 
extensive  and  varied  grounds  ss  those  at  Regent's  Park.  Over 
the  lake  were  floating  natural-like  water-lilies  with  "  Fairy  " 
lamps  for  blossoms;  two  immense  stars  were  formed  of 
lamps  of  many  colours,  which  scintillated  on  the  face  of  the 
water;  and  a  cave  formed  of  jewel-like  "  Fairy  "  lamps  helped 
to  show  a  "Jubilee"  bust  of  Her  Majesty.  The  vicinity  of 
the  lake  was  indicated  to  the  visitors  by  means  of  a  tower 
built  of  "  Fairy"  lamps,  and  which  was  visited  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  individuals  during  the  evening.  Many  of  the  flower- 
beds were  aglow  with  the  lights;  they  sparkled  from  the 
trees,  and  the  conservatories  were  entirely  lighted  with 
them.  Some  of  the  most  expensive  pendants,  with  lamps  of 
Burmese  ware,  were  shown  in  the  conservatory;  but  outside 
the  colours  and  designs  were  so  rich  and  varied  that  people 
grew  tired  of  picking  out  the  best.  The  fete  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  which  the  society  has  had  of  recent  years, 
and  this  is  due  principally  to  the  success  of  the  decorations  ; 
the  grounds,  in  fact,  were  as  near  like  Dreamland  as  any- 
thing material  could  be,  and  this  fact  appeared  to  have 
impressed  many  of  the  visitors  very  literally.  We  understand 
that  Mr.  Clarke,  the  inventor  of  the  "Fairy"  lamps,  illumi- 
nated the  grounds  free  of  cost. 


IJrobinrial  |Ujjorfs. 


Items  of  news,  and  newspapers  containing  matters  of  inte- 
rest to  the  trade,  sent  to  the  Editor,  will  much  oblige. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

Quite  an  epidemic  of  whooping-cough  is  occurring  in  this 
town.  On  Wednesday  last  three  inquests  were  held  at  the 
public  office  by  Mr.  Coroner  Hawkes  upon  the  bodies  of  three 
children  who  had  died  from  this  dreaded  disease. 

Mr.  Wm.  Adcock  (the  qualified  chemist  in  the  limited 
company  of  Onions  &  Co.,  Gooch  Street),  who  was  the  subject 
of  the  unpractical  joke  of  having  his  face  painted,  as  men- 
tioned in  your  last  issue,  has  accepted  ''compensation"  for 
the  alleged  assault,  consequently  the  case  will  not  be  heard 
in  the  police  court. 

Haydon's  Agency. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Midland  Counties  Chemists'  Association,  held  on  July  13, 
the  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Councillor 
Barclay,  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Perry,  Vice-President, 
and  unanimously  resolved  : — 

That  this  Council  is  of  opinion  tl  aL.  Haydon's  Chemists'  Defence 
Agency  offers  the  best  avsilable  means  for  the  defence  of  trade 
interests,  and  therefore  deserves  the  support  of  the  members  of 
this  Association. 

BRIGHTON. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. — As  an  outcome 
of  the  recent  annual  dinner,  Mr.  Alderman  Cox,  J.P.,  invited 
a  party  of  chemists  for  a  trip  up  the  river  Aran  in  his  steam 
yacht  Sissie  on  July  8.  The  party,  numbering  sixteen,  left 
Brighton  by  the  10.15  train,  and  on  arrival  at  Arundel  were 
welcomed  on  board  by  the  worthy  alderman.  Proceeding  up 
the  river,  the  party  had  a  grand  view  of  Arundel  Castle  and 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  beautiful  deer  park,  afterwards  landing 
at  North  Stoke.  They  walked  to  Amberley,  and  visited  the 
ancient  ruins  of  the  castle,  the  church,  &c.  On  the  return 
trip  a  shady  place  in  the  park  was  found,  where  luncheon 
was  enjoyed  in  picnic  fashion.  Before  resuming  the  voyage 
Mr.  W.  D.  Savage  proposed  "  The  health  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Cox."     Dr.  Ewart  added  some  remarks,  and  Mr.  Cox 


July  16,  1887.] 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


59 


responded.  When  again  on  board,  the  yacht  went  down  the 
stream  to  Arundel,  Mr.  Long  meanwhile  entertaining  the 
company  with  songs,  &c.  At  Arundel  tea  was  provided  at 
the  .Norfolk  Arms,"  and  after  tea  the  members  viewed  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  strolled  in  the  park,  and  returned 
to  Brighton  in  the  evening,  having  spent  a  most  enjoyable 


CHATHAM. 

Dbugb  feom  Local  Druggists.— At  a  meeting  oE  the 
Med  way  Board  of  Guardians  at  Chatham,  on  Tuesday  Mr 
Lamb  brought  forward  the  subject  of  purchasing  goods  in 
London  which  could  be  purchased  at  the  shops  in  the 
district.  He  found  that  the  Guardians  were  in  the  habit  of 
obtaining  soap  from  Messrs.  Thompson's,  of  London,  for 
4s.  per  dozen  cakes,  and  had  to  pay  the  carriage  for  the 
same,  ihe  same  soap  could  be  purchased  at  the  local 
•druggists  for  the  same  price,  and  the  Guardians  would  save 
the  carriage.  He  therefore  entered  a  strong  protest  against 
going  to  London  to  purchase  this  soap.  The  Chairman  (Mr 
A.  btigant)  said  that  in  the  country  the  articles  were  very 
often  imitations.  Mr.  Lamb  said  that  the  same  quality  of 
soap  exactly  was  obtainable  in  Chatham  at  the  price  charged 
by  Messrs.  Thompson.  The  Chairman  said  in  that  case 
•inquiries  would  be  made,  and,  if  it  was  found  to  be  so  the 
soap  would  in  future  be  purchased  from  the  local  tradesmen. 
Mr.  Lamb  said  that  he  referred  to  other  substances  as  well 
as  soap  There  were  many  drugs  which  he  noticed  by  the 
books  had  been  purchased  from  Messrs.  Thompson  which 
could  be  obtained  from  the  local  chemists  and  druggists  at 
the  same  charges,  and  which,  he  could  assure  the  Guardians 
were  of  the  same  quality  as  those  procured  from  London! 
by  dealing  with  the  local  people  the  Guardians  would  effect 
a  saving,  as  they  would  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  car- 
nage, besides  having  the  advantage  of  getting  the  drugs 
much  sooner.  It  was  decided  that  in  future  the  matter 
should  obtain  all  drugs  required  in  the  workhouse  from  the 
local  druggists,  providing  that  the  charges  were  the  same 
as  the  Guardians  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  in  London 


DUBLIN. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.— July  Prelimi- 
nary Examinations.  Passed- Messrs.  Stevenson,  Price 
yWlhamsbn,  Lynass,  McArdle,  and  Wray.  Six  were  re- 
jected. At  the  July  examinations  for  the  licence  to  act  as  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  the  following  passed  :— Mr  J  J 
bewell,  Killarney ;  Mr.  M.  M.  McKenna,  Tipperary  ;  Mr  J  B 
Robinson  Belfast;  Mr.  P.  J.  Lyons,  Belfast;  Mr.  J  '  a' 
McKee  Portarlington ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  Coleraine  Five 
were  rejected. 


SHEFFIELD. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  ox  Beer  Adulteration.— Mr  A  H 
Allen,  Borough  Analyst,  in  his  report  for  the  three  months 
ending  June  30,  states  that  he  received  thirteen  samples  of 
milk  :  five  were  genuine,  four  were  of  somewhat  inferior  qua- 
lity, and  four  were  of  suspiciously  poor  quality,  but  not 
sumciently 'bad  to  justify  their  positive  condemnation  as  adul- 
terated. Sixteen  samples  of  butter  all  proved  to  be  genuine 
and  the  same  is  true  of  eight  samples  of  pepper.  Of  four 
.amples  of  mustard,  two  were  genuine,  while  the  other  two 
contained  small  admixtures  of  wheat  flour,  the  proportions 
not  exceeding  5  per  cent,  and  8  per  cent,  respectively  He 
then  makes  the  following  remarks  on  beer  adulteration  •- 

Understanding  that  applications  have  been  made  to  Town 
Uerks  and  similar  officials  throughout  the  country  for  statis- 
tics respecting  the  number  of  samples  of  beer  which  have 

thTPvtXPT?ed  ^  ^?  Sale  °f  Food  and  B™SS  Act-  ^d 
n  x  Wh\c,h  iteration  has  been  detected,  I  beg 
2 CtfulIy  t0  Ca  1  y°ur  attention  to  the  fact  that  th! 
numerous  prosecutions  which  have  occurred  in  London  for 
the  sale  of  beer  which  had  been  diluted  with  water  have 

SlT       6d  Vhe  B°ard0f  Inland  ReveDue>  ™de 
special  clause  in  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act  of 

in  ,h'P  l^Vl  n°  sta"dard  of  streD8th  for  beer  ^id  down 
ment  Act  of°i  87q°d  a? d  Drug9  Act  ot'  1875,  or  in  the  Amend- 
ment  Act  of  1879,  and  there  is  no  commercially  recognised 


standard  of  strength  or  quality.  Further,  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  a  public  analyst  to  certify  that  a  beer  has  been 
diluted  as  the  law  allows  the  beer  to  be  brewed  of  any 
strength— or  rather,  weakness— that  the  brewer  may  choose, 
the  Inland  Revenue  officers  themselves  can  only  prove  the 
dilution  of  particular  specimens  of  beer  by  comparing  them 
with  samples  which  they  have  the  power  of  obtaining  of  the 
beer  as  brewed.  These  samples  there  are  no  facilities  for 
public  analysts  to  obtain.  Further,  under  the  present  law 
there  is  no  definition  of  beer,  and  malt  can  be  replaced  by 
glucose,  sugar,  or  any  other  substance  capable  of  undergoing 
alcoholic  fermentation,  while  hops  can  be  replaced  by  any 
other  bitter  substance  not  injurious  to  health.  Whether  it 
is  desirable  that  this  state  of  things  should  be  altered,  as  is 
proposed  by  two  Bills  now  before  Parliament,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  give  an  opinion;  my  object  in  describing  the  condition  of 
atrairs  being  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  public 
analysts  have  at  present  no  power  to  condemn  any  beer  which 
is  free  from  ingredients  of  a  decidedly  injurious  character." 


SCOTLAND. 
Edinburgh. 

The  Leith  Depot  (Limited)  has  lodged  an  appeal  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciary  against  the  Sheriff's  decision  in 
their  case.    It  is  not  likely  the  appeal,  if  it  be  persisted  in 
will  be  tried  until  after  the  autumn  recess  of  the  Court,  which 
rises  on  July  20. 

Mrs.  Gray,  one  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Leith  DepH 
(Limited),  and  mother  of  Andrew  W.  Gray,  manager  of  the 
concern,  has  died  since  the  company's  appearance°in  court, 
ihis  is  the  second  lady  shareholder  who  has  gone  over  to 
the  majority  since  the  formation  of  the  Depot. 

The  third  Botanical  Excursion  in  connection  with  the 
local  Association  took  place  on  Wednesday  morning  to  the 
Poet's  Glen,  Currie.  The  weather  was  somewhat  unfavourable 
and  consequently  only  a  small  party  took  advantage  of  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Lunan  acted  as  botanical  leader,  and  Mr.  Boa 
as  guide  to  the  locality.  The  season  being  somewhat  earlier 
than  usual  the  floral  treasures  of  the  glen  are  already  pretty 
well  exhausted.  Some  good  specimens  were,  however,  ob- 
tained. 

Glasgow. 

At  the  Glasgow  Justice  of  Peace  Court  on  Thursday, 
July  7,  Robert  James,  methylated  spirit  retailer,  Hutcheso'n 
Street,  Glasgow,  was  found  guilty  of  having  contravened  the 
lddth  section  of  the  Spirits  Act,  1880,  by  having  on  April  2 
sold  to  the  General  Supply  Association"l  gallon  of  methy- 
lated spirit,  and  on  April  12  sold  6  gallons  to  the  Association, 
and  was  lined  5/ ,  with  the  alternative  of  twenty  days'  im- 
prisonment. 

Portobello. 

Mr.  David  Kemp,  94  High  Street,  has  transferred  his 
business  to  his  assistant,  Mr.  Thomas  Miller.  Mr.  Kemp,  we 
understand,  is  in  rather  indifferent  health. 

Wishaw. 

.  The  following  additional  notes  in  regard  to  the  explosion 
in  the  shop  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Macfarlane  may  be  of  interest.  The 
barrel  in  which  the  methylated  spirit  was  kept  was  a  tin 
cod-liver  oil  barrel  set  up  on  end,  with  a  brass  tapered  tap 
near  the  bottom  for  filling  bottles.  In  the  top  was  a  small 
bunghole,  about  1|  inch  in  diameter,  to  allow  the  cask  to  be 
hlled.  It  was  at  this  hole  that  one  of  the  young  men  intro- 
duced a  lighted  match  to  see  what  amount  of  spirit  was  in 
the  barrel.  When  the  vapour  exploded  the  bottom  of  the  tin 
was  blown  out.  The  top  of  the  tin  was  bulged  up  fully  three 
inches,  but  did  not  give  way.  Had  the  top  instead  of  the 
bottom  given  way  the  injuries  to  the  lads  would  probably 
not  have  been  so  severe  as  the  spirit  would  not  then  have  ot 
so  much  about  their  persons.  These  particulars  have  teen 
supplied  by  Mr.  Macfarlane. 


Dr.  John  Reid  has  contributed  another  article  on 
Drumine  to  the  British  MedicalJournal,  but  he  still  fails  to 
give  satisfactory  proof  of  the  alkaloidal  identity  of  the  sub- 
stance. He  states  that  the  aqueous  solution  of  the  hydro- 
chloride gives  a  purple  colouration  with  solution  of  potassium 
ferrocyanide,  and  this  he  regards  as  a  delicate  test. 


GO 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST. 


[July  16, 1887. 


JPfcarmamifical  Suaclu  of  (fextnt  §rifaht. 

THE  following  wer3  the  questions  set  for'the  first  or  Pre- 
liminary examination,  on  July  12  : — 

L  A.TUST. 

{Time  allowed — from  11  a.m.  to  12.30 p.m.) 
I.  For  all  Candidates.    Translate  into  Latin  : — 

1.  The  days  are  calmer  in  summer  than  in  winter. 

2.  There  is  no  doubt  that  to  restrain  anger  is  most  difficult. 

3.  Let  not  the  citizens  be  moved  by  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy. 

4.  The  general  has  promised  rewards  to  the  soldiers. 

5.  Do  you  believe  that  pain  is  the  greatest  evil  ? 

II.  Translate  into  English  either  A.  (Cassar)  or  B.  (Virgil). 

{Candidates  must  not  attempt  both  authors.') 
A.  Cesae. 

1.  Qaod  ubi  Cresar  resciit,  quorum  per  fines  ierant,  his,  uti 
conquirerent,  et  reducerent,  si  sibi  purgati  esse  vellent,  im- 
peravit :  reductos  in  hostium  numero  habuit :  reliquos  omnes 
obsidibus,  armis,  perfugis  traditis,  in  deditionem  accepit. 
Helvetios,  Tulingos,  Latobrigos  in  fines  suos,  unde  erant 
profecti,  reverti  jussit,  et  quod,  omnibus  frugibus  amissis, 
domi  nihil  erat,  quo  famem  tolerarent,  Allobrogibus  imperavit, 
ut  his  frumenti  copiam  facerent ;  ipsos  oppida  vicosque,  quos 
incenderant,  restituere  jussit. 

2.  Biduo  post  Ariovistus  ad  Cresarem  legatos  mittit,  velle 
se  de  his  rebus  qua3  inter  eos  agi  ccepta?  neque  perfectse 
essent  agere  cum  eo  ;  uti  aut  iterum  colloquio  diem  consti- 
tueret,  aut,  si  id  minus  vellet  e  suis  legatis  aliquem  ad  se 
mitteret.  Colloquendi  Cresari  causa  visa  non  est,  et  eomagis 
quod  pridie  ejus  diei  Germani  retineri  non  poterant,  quin  in 
nostros  tela  conjicerent.  Legatum  e  suis  sese  magno  cum 
periculo  ad  eum  missurum,  et  hominibus  feris  objecturum 
existimabat. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  Candidates  only  who  take  Cresar.) 

1.  Decline,  in  full,  sibi,  oppida,  fines  suos  (Far.  1). 

2.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  the  verbs  in  italics  (Par.  1). 

3.  Account  for  the  case  of  colloquio,  diei,  sese  ;  and  for  the 
mood  of  velle,  vellet,  conjicerent  (Par.  2). 

4.  Of  what  genders  are  nouns  of  the  fourth  declension  ? 
Qive  any  exceptions, 

B.  VnwHL. 

1.  At  pius  /Eneas  per  noctem  plurima  volvens, 
Ut  primum  lux  alma  data  est,  exire  locosque 
Explorare  novos,  quas  vento  accesserit  oras, 

Qui  teneaht — nam  incultavidet — hominesne,  ferame, 
Quasrere  constituit,  sociisque  exacta  referre. 
Classem  in  convexo  nemorum,  sub  rupe  cavata, 
Arboribus  clausam  circum  atque  horrentibus  umbris, 
Occulit :  ipse  uno  graditur  comitatus  Achate, 
Bina  manu  lato  crispans  hastilia  ferro. 

2.  Postquam  introgressi,  et  coram  data  copia  fandi, 
Maximus  Ilioneus  placido  sic  pectore  cospit : 

0  regina,  novam  cui  condere  Jupiter  urbem, 
Justitiaque  dedit  gentes  frenare  superbas, 
Troes  te  miseri,  ventis  maria  omnia  vecti, 
Oramus  :  prohibe  infandos  a  navibus  ignes, 
Parce  pio  generi,  et  propius  res  aspice  nostras. 
Non  nos  aut  ferro  Libycos  populare  Penates 
Venimus,  aut  raptas  ad  litora  vertere  prsedas. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  Candidates  only  who  take  Virgil.) 

1.  Decline,  in  full,  ipse,  sociis,  horrentibus  umbris  (Par.  1). 

2.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  the  verbs  in  italics  (Par.  2). 

3.  Account  for  the  case  of  noctem,  volvens.  Achate ;  and 
for  the  mood  of  accesserit,  teneant,  qucerere  (Par.  1). 

4.  Of  what  genders  are  nouns  of  the  fourth  declension? 
Give  any  exceptions. 


ARITHMETIC. 

{Time  allowed — from  12.30 p.m.  to  2 p.m.) 

1.  Add  together.Two  million  three  hundred  and  forty  pencev 
eight  hundred  and  eight  thousand  sixpences,  and  ten. 
million  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  shillings.    Express  the  answer  in  pounds. 

2.  Add  together  |,  g,  ^ ;  and  divide  the  result  by  the- 
difference  between  fand  ±. 

3.  Add  |l  of  sg  of  8s.  2d,,  to  -0625  of  61.  13s.  U.,  and  ex- 
press the  sum  as  a  decimal  of  21.  Os.  9d. 

4.  If  the  wages  of  29  men  for  54  days  amount  to  801.  9s.  6d.,. 
how  many  men  must  work  12  days  to  receive  407Z.  ? 

5.  If  1  decalitre  of  wheat  makes  6  kilog.  68  decag.  of 
bread,  how  much  wheat  will  be  required  to  make  56  myriog. 
1  kilog.  788  gr.  of  bread  of  the  same  quality  ? 

6.  The  population  of  a  certain  town  is  12,175,  and  is  25  per 
cent,  more  than  it  was  five  years  ago  ;  what  was  it  then  ? 

7.  A  sum  of  630?.  is  to  be  divided  between  10  men,  32; 
women,  and  48  children.  Each  man  has  twice  as  much  as  a 
woman,  and  the  32  women  receive  as  much  as  the  48'' 
children.    What  will  be  the  share  of  each  person  ? 

ENGLISH. 

{Time  allowed— from  3  p.m.  to  4.30  to.) 

1.  Analyse  the  following  sentence  : — 

"  In  the  first  rank  of  these  did  stand 
A  man  so  various,  that  he  seem'd  to  be 
Not  one,  but  all  mankind's  epitome." 

2.  Parse  fully  the  following  sentence  : — 

"  To  men 

Press'd  by  their  wants,  all  change  is  ever  welcome." 

3.  Correct  the  following  sentences,  giviDg  your  reasons : — - 

(i.)  The  man  had  drank  all  his  beer. 

(li.)  He  or  I  is  sure  of  the  prize, 
(iii.)  No  one  was  thinking  of  it  less  than  me. 
(iv.)  Who  do  you  take  him  for  ? 

4.  In  the  following  passage  supply  the  necessary  capital1 
letters,  and  put  in  the  stops  and  inyerted  commas  where- 
requisite: — in  the  debates  arts  were  practised  and  passions 
excited  which  are  unknown  to  well  constituted  tribunals  but' 
from  which  no  great  popular  assembly  divided  into  parties- 
ever  was  or  ever  will  be  free  the  rhetoric  of  one  orator  called 
forth  loud  cries  of  hear  him  another  was  coughed  and  scraped' 
down  a  third  spoke  against  time  in  order  that  his  friends- 
who  were  supping  might  come  in  to  divide  if  the  life  of  the- 
most  worthless  man  could  be  sported  with  thus  was  the  life- 
of  the  most  virtuous  man  secure. 

5*.  Write  a  short  biography  of  some  distinguished 
Englishman  of  the  18th  or  19th  century,  or  an  account  of 
some  modern  invention  with  which  you  are  familiar. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  and  associates  in  business? 
residing  in  Scotland  was  held  in  the  Society's  House,  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  July  13,  to  receive  the  result 
of  the  voting  for  the  executive.    Mr.  H.  B.  Baildon  presided. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  general  meeting  had  been 
read  and  confirmed,  the  Chairman  explained  that  the  election 
had  taken  place  at  this  time  because  it  was  found  that  the- 
executive  elected  in  January  last  could  not  legally  hold  office- 
for  more  than  one  year,  and  this  being  so,  to  hold  the 
election  annually  in  January  would  have  been  awkward, 
owing  to  its  occurring  in  the  middle  of  a  session.  More- 
over, as  the  composition  of  the  executive  was  in  a  small 
way  influenced  by  the  election  of  the  London  Council,  it 
was  considered  best  that  the  election  should  be  held  soon 
after  the  Council  election  in  May.  It  could  not  this  year,  for 
want  of  time,  be  carried  through  in  June,  but  in  future  it  is 
to  take  place  in  that  month. 

The  report  of  the  election  was  then  read.  It  showed  that 
305  nomination-papers  had  been  issued ;  44  persons  had 
been  nominated,  of  whom  24  had  announced  themselves 
willing  to  act  if  elected.  The  same  number  (305)  of  voting- 
papers  were  issued,  and  of  these  151  were  returned.  One 
paper  being  informal,  150  remained  to  be  recorded. 

*  This  must  be  attempted  by  every  candidate. 
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The  following  is  the  record : — 

Now  In  Jan. last 

1.  Ainslie,  William,  Edinburgh   115  91 

2.  Boa,  Peter,  Edinburgh   116  80 

-3.  Clark,  W.  Inglis,  Edinburgh   117  94 

■A.  Frazer,  Daniel,  Glasgow    123  114 

5.  Gibson,  Adam,  Leven  ..       ..       ..       ..  116  94 

6.  Gilmour,  William,  Edinburgh         ..       ..127  111 

7.  Hardie,  James  M.,  Dundee   118  88 

8.  Kermath,  W.  R.,  St.  Andrews         ..       ..113  81 

9.  Kirmininont,  Alexander,  Glasgow   ..       ..  133  127 

10.  Maben,  Thomas,  Hawick    121  110 

.11.  Mackay,  G.  D.,  Edinburgh   99  80 

"12.  Mackenzie,  James,  Edinburgh         . .       . .  103  85 

"13.  Nesbit,  John,  Portobello    122  107 

14.  Paterson,  James,  Aberdeen   76  — 

15.  Stephenson,  J.  B.,  Edinburgh   109  — 

■IS.  Storrar,  D.,  Kirkcaldy   132  107 

17.  Strachan,  Alexander,  Aberdeen       ..       ..  116  88 

18.  Watt,  James,  senr.,  Haddington      ..       ..  130  106 


19.  Fisher,  J.  H   60 

20.  Foster,  John    51 

21.  Fraser,  J.  1   44 

;22.  Lawrence,  Samuel       ..       ..       ..       ..  69 

23.  Robertson,  W   61 

24.  Thompson,  T   38 


The  first  eighteen,  with  the  President  and  Vice-President 
•of  the  Society  and  Mr.  BaildoD,  the  Scottish  representative 
of  the  Council,  form  the  executive  for  the  next  year. 

Messrs.  Paterson  and  Stephenson  are  new,  and  have  been 
elected  instead  of  Messrs.  Noble  and  Borland,  who  did  not 
seek  re-election.  Otherwise  the  executive  is  the  same  as 
formerly. 

A  larger  number  of  votes  were  this  time  recorded,  150,  as 
-against  140  on  the  former  occasion. 

The  highest  number  of  votes  obtained  in  January  by  one 
•candidate  was  127  ;  the  same  candidate  has  this  time  135. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Fisher,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
■said  he  was  sure  they  were  all  glad  to  see  their  old  friends 
?e-elected,  although  some  of  the  young  candidates  might 
feel  some  uneasiness.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
James  Aitken,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to  the  scrutineers. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  asked  if  it  could  not  be  arranged  to  have 
the  meetings  of  the  executive  reported,  so  that  their  consti- 
tuents might  know  what  they  were  doing. 

The  Chairman  said  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that  would 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  new  executive.  It  was, 
however,  he  might  say,  against  precedent  to  report  the 
meetings. 

Mr.  Watt  was  of  opinion  that  the  meetings  of  the  execu- 
tive should  be  considered  open. 

After  some  desultory  discussion,  Mr.  C.  F.  Hesry  moved 
that  the  executive  consider  the  desirability  of  publishing  a 
Teport  of  the  proceedings  at  their  meetings.  Mr.  Watt 
.seconded  this  motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Baildon,  for  presiding,  concluded 
the  business. 

The  attendance  was  sixteen,  including  the  chairman  and 
.-assistant-secretary. 


Professor  Eukman  has  found  cinnamic  acid  in  the 
'leaves  of  Euldanthus  Japonicus,  a  Japanese  garden  plant  of 
■the  heatli  order. 

Scotch  Mixture.—"  Mann  Peter,"  said  a  Scotch  quack 
doctor  to  his  apprentice,  "ye  maun  aye  be  awfu'  cautious  in 
^pharmacy.  Even  I  ance  made  a  terrible  mistak.'  I  was 
-attending  Mrs.  Kittlebody,  wha  was  sair  fashed  wi'  tick- 
dolaroo,  an'  I  was  called  upon  by  John  M'Fikeit,  wha's  croon 
was  sae  thin  o'  hair — as  weel  as  sense — that  he  was  ashamed 
o'r,  especially  as  he  was  coortin'  a  strappin"  youDg  widow 
that  had  a  fine  public-hoose  ;  an'  I  mixed  up  baith  potions  at 
the  same  time,  an',  losh  sake,  mann,  I  happened  tae  gie  them 
ilk  ither's  medicine  !  so  puir  John,  rubbing  Mrs.  Kittlebody's 
preparation  for  her  tickdolaroo  on  the  tap  o'  his  head, 
declares  he's  had  a  bee  in  his  bonnet  ever  since  ;  an'  Mrs. 
Kittlebody,  rubbin'  her  jaws  wi'  the  ointment  intended  for 
John's  bald  pow,  in  less  than  a  fortnicht  bad  a  pair  o' 
whiskers  the  envy  o'  a'  the  young  men  o'  the  village." 


D barmiTceufical  Soriefii  of  gt&hvfc. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  July  6,  at  the  Society's  rooms,  11  Harcourt 
Street,  Dublin,  at  three  o'clock,  the  Vice-President  (Mr. 
H.  N.  Draper)  in  the  chair. 

The  other  members  of  the  Council  present  were  Messrs. 
Wells,  Dr.  Evans,  Begg,  Grindley,  Hayes,  Dr.  Collins, 
Hodgson,  Brunker,  Simpson,  and  Professor  Tichborne. 

Sale  of  Pois>ns. 

A  communication  was  read  from  a  country  correspondent 
stating  that  in  his  town  poisons  were  illegally  sold  in 
grocers'  and  other  shops  ;  that  a  pennyworth  of  the  most 
deadly  poison  could  be  obtained  by  the  youngest  child, 
without  even  the  name  of  the  article  being  written  on  it. 
The  writer  added  that  he  would  not  have  written  again  to 
the  Society  on  the  subject  but  for  their  notice  which 
appeared  on  October  4  in  the  Freeman's  Journal. 

The  Vice-President  :  Is  the  gentleman  a  member  of  the 
Society  ? 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall):  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  If  not,  I  don't  see  that  we  have  any  right 
to  give  him  any  information.  If  he  were  a  member  of  the 
Society  we  could  reply  that,  if  he  guaranteed  the  costs  of 
the  proceedings,  and  undertook  to  prove  the  cases,  we  could 
act ;  but  we  have  no  funds  to  institute  proceedings  our- 
selves. 

Mr.  Brunker  :  We  cannot  tell  whether  the  persons 
named  in  his  letter  may  not  be  entitled  to  sell  poisons. 

Mr.  Hayes:  I  know  that  some  of -the  persons  whose 
names  are  mentioned  have  been  selling  poisons  for  thirty 
years. 

Mr.  Wells  :  This  Society  was  started  to  put  down  the 
illegal  sale  of  poisons,  and  I  think  we  should  do  it. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  Have  we  any  member  in  that  town  who 
objects  to  what  is  being  done  ? 

The  Registrar  :  I  done  think  we  have. 

Mr.  Begg  :  But  I  think  we  should  protect  the  public. 

Mr.  Wells  :  We  have  written  time  after  time  to  persons 
who  were  not  licentiates  of  the  Society,  but  who  made  com- 
munications of  this  kind  to  us,  stating  that  if  they  guaranteed 
the  costs  of  prosecution  we  would  act. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  I  never  heard  of  such  a  principle  being 
acted  on  before,  and  I  object  to  it  in  toto. 

Mr.  Brunker  :  We  have  acted  on  it.  The  Londonderry 
prosecutions  were  instituted  on  the  information  of  a  licentiate 
apothecary  who  guaranteed  the  expense. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  That  was  altogether  a  different  thing. 

Mr.  Simpson  said  that  if  the  police  did  not  take  action  in 
such  matters,  the  Society  should  do  so. 

Mr.  Wells:  We  asked  the  Inspector- General  of  Con- 
stabulary to  instruct  the  police  to  do  so,  and  he  would  not. 
We  will  not  be  carrying  out  the  law  if  we  decline  to  act  in 
case  this  gentleman  guarantees  the  costs.  We  should  pro- 
tect the  public  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Mr.  Brunker  :  I  move  "  That  the  correspondent  be 
written  to  to  the  usual  effect — viz.  that,  if  he  can  make  a 
good  case  and  guarantee  all  expenses,  the  Council  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  undertaking  a  prosecution." 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  I  move,  in  amendment,  "  That  if    be 

not  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  licentiate  apothecaiy,  we 
can  take  no  action  against  the  parties  named  as  selling 
poisons."  I  will  go  further,  and  say  that  if  this  matter  be 
carried  against  me  I  shall  never  sit  here  again.  There  is  a 
craving  desire  to  prosecute  people  which  we  should  not 
yield  to. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  hope  we  shall  not  lose  so  valuable 
a  member  as  Mr.  Hodgson  in  respect  of  the  matter.  I  am 
also  very  sorry  indeed  that  he  did  not  make  his  threat  after 
the  decision  instead  of  before  it. 

Mr.  Begg  :  Is  every  grocer  and  ironmonger  entitled  to 
sell  poisons  1 

Dr.  Evans  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Begg  said  he  had  a  chemist's  establishment  in 
Dalkey.  There  were  two  or  three  hardware  merchants  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  he  knew  that  a  pennyworth  of  cor- 
rosive sublimate  wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of  paper  without  any 
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label  on  it  could  be  bought  without  the  slightest  trouble. 
He  laid  samples  on  the  Council  table  some  time  ago,  but  no 
notice  had  been  taken  of  them.  They  could  get  anything 
they  wanted  in  the  way  of  poisons  in  Dalkey  from  one  or 
two  persons  without  the  slightest  let  or  hindrance. 

Mr.  Hodgson  :  Mr.  Vice-President,  1  have  been  asked  not 
to  carry  out  the  intention  I  expressed  a  few  minutes  ago, 
and  therefore  I  withdraw  what  I  said.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hayes  said  he  strongly  supported  Mr.  Hodgson's 
amendment.  The  Society  had  hitherto  only  acted  on  the 
suggestions  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  or  apothecaries  who 
observed  the  law  themselves  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  poi- 
sons and  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  ;  and  they  should 
know  that  the  complainant  acted  rightly  himself  before  they 
proceeded  at  his  request. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  he  knew,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  some 
of  the  parties  named  in  the  letter  were  selling  poisons  at  a 
time  when  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  sitting  at  the 
table  had  not  been  born. 

Professor  Tichboene  said  it  would  have  to  be  ascertained 
whether  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  letter  were  selling  drugs 
before  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  because  if  they  were 
he  did  not  think  the  Society  had  any  power  to  interfere  with 
them.  If  not,  it  would  be  right  to  take  cognizance  of  what 
was  alleged. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  There  is  nothiog  in  Mr.  Brunker's  resolu- 
tion which  binds  us  to  anything. 

Mr.  Brunker:  Further  than  to  inquire  info  the  meiits  of 
the  case.  If  the  amendment  should  be  passed  it  would  debar 
the  Council  from  taking  up  any  case  similarly  circum- 
stanced, no  matter  how  glaring  a  breach  of  the  law  might 
have  been  committed.  Of  course,  after  inquiries  should  have 
been  made  no  steps  would  be  taken  unless  it  were  found  that 
a  good  case  could  be  made  and  a  good  guarantee  obtained. 
He  did  not  know  the  writer  of  the  letter;  but  it  was  his 
opinion  that  that  Society  had  been  established  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public.  The  rights  of  certain  persons  to  sell 
poisons  had  been  safeguarded  by  the  Act.  Those  who  were 
engaged  in  selling  poisons  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  were  as  much  protected  by  law  as  any  of  the  licentiates 
of  the  Society,  and  if  any  one  of  those  persons  undertook  to 
pay  the  expense  of  a  prosecution  it  would  be  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  Council  to  put  the  law  in  force.  His  opinion 
was  that  the  Council  would  be  bound  to  go  further  than  that 
if  they  had  the  means  ;  but  they  had  not  the  means,  and  it 
would  not  be  right  towards  the  future  pharmacists  of  Ireland 
that  the  Society  should  expend  the  little  means  they  had. 

Professor  Tichboene  said  he  could  not  quite  agree  with 
Mr.  Hodgson.  The  question  was  whether  these  persons  were 
acting  legally  or  illegally ;  but  he  thought  Mr.  Brunkers 
motion  committed  the  Council  to  action  rather  more  than 
was  necessary.  It  was  true  that  some  of  the  parties  might 
be  selling  gridirons,  but  they  all  knew  that  grocers  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  acting  as  chemists  and  druggists  in  the 
country  for  years. 

Mr.  Brunker  having  read  his  motion  again, 

Professor  Tichboene  withdrew  his  objection  to  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hodgson  was  put  and  negatived, 
and  Mr.  Brunker's  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Letters  were  received  from  a  licentiate  of  the  Society,  one 
of  which  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  assist  the  Council 
with  evidence  in  a  prosecution,  but  that  he  declined  to 
become  responsible  for  expenses. 

The  letters  were  ordered  to  be  marked  "  read." 

Keports  from  the  Law  and  the  Certificates  Committees 
were  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen,  who  had  been  proposed  by  the 
President  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hodgson,  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Society: — Mr.  J.  Horner  Haslett,  14  College 
Gardens,  Belfast ;  Mr.  Charles  John  Johnson,  69  Burrin 
Street,  Carlow ;  and  Mr.  Patrick  Merrin,  12  Lower  Camden 
Street,  Dublin. 

Some  financial  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the 
Council  adjourned. 


Ozone  for  Bedrooms. — A  simple  plan  for  obtaining  ozone 
in  small  quantities  is  to  mix  very  gradually  three  parts  of 
strong  sulphuric  acid  with  two  parts  of  permanganate  of 
potash  in  a  jam  pot,  and  place  the  vessel  under  the  bed. 
Ozone  will  be  given  off  from  the  mixture  for  some  weeks. 


Beomidine  is  the  name  of  a  new  disinfectant  which  has 
been  introduced  by  Messrs.  May  &  Baker.  We  shall  have 
more  to  say  of  it  shortly. 

The  "Speing  Blossom"  Ceylon  Tea  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Cave,  Johnson  &  Co.,  8  Lime  Street,  in  tin  canisters,  effec- 
tively labelled,  but  not  bearing  the  name  of  the  firm,  is  an 
excellent  article  for  chemists'  sale.  It  is  a  tea  of  remark- 
ably fine  flavour,  likely  to  secure  a  lasting  reputation,  and  in 
these  air-tight  tins  will  neither  deteriorate  nor  absorb  other 
flavours,  considerations  of  no  small  importance  to  chemists- 
and  druggists. 

Chloride  op  Lime  in  Packets..— The  National  Chemical 
Company  have  this  year  made  some  improvements  in  their 
method  of  packing  chloride  of  lime,  and  their  packages  as- 
now  sent  out  are  as  perfectly  air-tight  and  odourless  as  can. 
be  desired.  This  is  an  extremely  pleasant  way  of  selling  in 
small  quantities  that  extremely  unpleasant  but  most  useful 
chemical,  and  affords  equal  satisfaction  to  the  customer  and 
to  the  dealer.  Packages  are  supplied  containing  2  oz.,  4  oz.., 
8  oz  ,  and  1  lb. 


NEATSFOOT  OIL  FOR  THE  NAVY". 


IN  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  8,  Mr.  Hanbuey  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  a  tender  for  neats- 
foot  oil  by  Messrs.  Brown  &  Deighton,  of  Preston,  was  re- 
cently declined,  the  only  explanation  being  that  the  sample 
sent  in  was  "without  fat";  whether,  when  the  firm  replied 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  "  entirely  fat"  and  "pure  fat,"' 
the  Director  of  Navy  Contracts  not  only  did  not  deny  the  fact, 
but  stated,  "  Your  remarks  appear  to  prove  that  the  specifi- 
cation given  in  the  tender  form  is  not  as  good  as  is  to  be 
desired.  Steps  will  be  taken  to  amend  it  next  year 
whether,  when  he  recently  stated  in  the  House  that  the  facts- 
were  not  as  above  mentioned,  he  had  been  furnished  by  the 
Department  with  merely  an  abstract  instead  of  the  actual 
words  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject;  whether  he 
would  cause  admittedly  defective  specifications  to  be  altered 
at  once,  instead  of  being  left  over  for  another  year ;  and 
whether  in  connection  with  navy  contracts  he  had  found 
other  instances  of  specifications  either  defective  or  not  in 
accordance  with  present  requirements. 

Mr.  Foewood  said:  In  reply  to  the  questions  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Preston,  I  beg  to  say  as  to  the  first  that  a. 
lengthy  technical  explanation  based  on  the  report  of  the 
Admiralty  chemist  on  Messrs.  Brown  &  Deighton's 
sample  of  oil  was  furnished  to  that  firm.  In  reply,  they 
wrote  expressing  dissatisfaction  with  this  explanation  and 
commenting  generally  on  the  specification.  The  Director  of 
Contracts  replied  to  this  communication,  from  which  letter 
the  question  of  the  hon.  member  conveys  a  partial  extract. 
The  intention  of  the  Director  of  Contracts  was  to  convey  to- 
Messrs.  Brown  &  Deighton  that,  as  the  specification  did 
not  appear  lucid  to  them,  he  would  take  steps  to  make  it 
more  explicit  in  the  future.  As  regards  the  third  paragraph 
in  the  hon.  member's  question,  the  information  furnished  to- 
me, on  which  I  based  my  reply  on  June  14,  was  an  abstract 
which  fairly  detailed  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  I  see 
no  occasion  to  amend  the  reply  that  I  then  gave.  Specifica- 
tions that  appear  to  require  alteration  are  naturally  amended 
before  new  tenders  are  issued,  and  the  one  for  neatsfoot  oil- 
will  be  considered  before  the  next  tendeis  are  invited,  which 
will  not  be  required  until  1888.  Specifications  do  from  time 
to  time  require  amendment,  as  circumstances  of  manufacture 
and  the  wants  of  the  service  suggest.  In  the  revised  regu- 
lations for  the  Director  of  Contracts  he  is  instructed  to 
inform  himself  as  to  the  general  conditions  of  purchase  pre- 
vailing in  the  respective  trades,  and  suggest  such  modifi- 
cations in  terms  of  purchase  as  may  seem  desirable.  As 
regards  appeals  from  manufacturers  for  redress  these  are  not 
to  be  decided  except  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Financial 
Secretary. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 


THE  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Manchester 
this  week,  the  proceedings  beginning  in  the  Chemical 
Lecture  Theatre  of  the  Owens  College  at  11  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  At  that  hour  the  President,  Mr.  David 
Howard,  took  the  chair,  and  was  accompanied  to  the  plat- 
form by  Messrs.  Ivan  Levenstein,  Mond,  Muspratt,  Hunt 
(Birmingham),  Dr.  Hurter(Widnes),  Professors  Dewar,  Camp- 
bell Brown,  and  Clowes  (Nottingham).  Amongst  those  in 
the  audience  were  Messrs.  Ashwell  (Nottingham),  Carter 
Bell,  Tyrer,  W.  B.  Thompson  (secretaries  of  sections  of  the 
Society),  Colonel  Gamble,  Messrs.  Gaskell,  Bardsley  (of  Jews- 
bury  &  Brown),  Chance,  John  Williams,  E.  N.  Butt,  Brunner, 
Benger,  Carey,  Dr.  Hewitt,  Dr.  Norman  Tate,  Fox  Carpenter, 
Henderson  (Glasgow),  and  others.  Over  100  members  were 
present  when  the  President  began  to  address  the  meeting. 
Before  proceeding  to  the  business  of  the  day  the  President 
read  several  letters  of  apology :  from  Sir  Henry  Roscoe  (who, 
though  getting  better,  is  not  yet  permitted  by  his  doctor  to 
take  an  active  part  in  such  gatherings  as  this),  Mr.  Coleman 
(Glasgow),  Sir  Lowthian  Bell,  and  Sir  W.  Henderson. 
This  done,  he  called  upon  the  Secretary  to  read  the 

REPOLT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  Council  reported  that  the  number  of  members  on  the 
register  is  2,302,  as  compared  with  2,271  at  the  last  annual 
meeting.  During  the  year  213  new  members  have  been 
elected,  and  182  members  have  been  removed  by  death, 
resignation,  and  other  causes,  showing  a  net  gain  of  31. 
Having  regard  to  the  continued  depression  in  the  chemical 
industries,  and  the  raising  of  the  Society's  subscription  to 
25s  ,  this  progress,  though  small,  is  a  matter  for  congratula- 
tion. 

Among  those  who  have  died  the  principal  are  Professor 
llipley  Nicholls,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology ;  Colonel  Sir  Francis  Bolton  ;  M.  Emile  Leroy, 
director  of  the  alkali  department  of  the  famous  glass- 
works of  St.  Gobian  ;  Mr.  G.  T.  Chinnery,  killed  by  a  dis- 
astrous explosion  at  the  Redheugh  tar-products  works  in 
December  last ;  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Roberts,  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Roberts,  Dale  &  Co.,  Manchester. 

The  papers  read  before  the  various  Sections  show  a  further 
increase  this  year.  Manchester  heads  the  list  with  29, 
London  21,  Glasgow  19,  Liverpool  13,  Newcastle  8,  Notting- 
ham 4,  and  Birmingham  4 ;  making,  together  with  three 
communications,  a  total  of  101,  as  against  82  last  year. 

Certain  alterations  in  the  Journal,  to  improve  it  in  trade 
matters,  were  referred  to  ;  and  it  was  stated  that  in  conse- 
quence of  joint  representations  from  the  Committees  of  the 
Glasgow  and  Manchester  Sections,  it  was  resolved  in  January 
last  to  meet  in  Manchester  this  year,  in  order  that  members 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Royal  Jubilee 
Exhibition,  and  to  defer  the  meeting  in  Glasgow  until  next 
year,  when  there  will  also  be  an  exhibition  in  that  city.  The 
Council  had  combined  with  other  Chemical  Societies  in  re- 
gard to  the  Imperial  Institute,  and  hoped  that  the  Institute 
will  be  succsssful  in  promoting  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  people  of  the  British  Empire.  In  February  it  was 
determined  to  refer  the  question  of  the  spirit  duties  and 
their  effect  upon  the  chemical  industries  to  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee.  The  Council  invites  members  to  render  such 
assistance  and  information  on  this  most  important- subject  as 
will  enable  the  Committee  to  effectively  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion. Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  subscription  sanctioned 
last  year,  together  with  economy  in  the  publication  of  the 
Journal,  without  in  any  way  detracting  from  its  efficiency, 
the  finances  of  the  Society  are  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

The  report  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Carter  Bell, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown.  The  Secretary  then  read 
the 

Treasurer's  Report, 

which  showed  that  the  year  commenced  with  a  ba^nce  of 
752/.,  and  that  the  income  exclusive  of  this  was  over  3,000/. 
Of  this,  2,368/.  was  obtained  as  subscriptions,  231?.  from 
advertisements,  and  2151.  from  the  sales  of  the  Journal.  The 
expenditure  left  a  balance  of  904/.  The  more  important 
tems  on  this  side  of  the  account  were  1,154/.  for  publishing 


the  Journal,  and  594/.  for  editing  it ;  sectional  expenses,  251/. ; 
secretary's  salary,  200/.  ;  and  printing,  104/.  During  the 
year  a  sum  of  395/.  was  invested  in  stocks.  In  connection 
with  the  accounts  the  Secretary  read  a  supplemental  letter 
from  the  Honorary  Treasurer  (Mr.  E.  Rider  Cock,  M.P.), 
which  showed  that  the  financial  position  of  the  Society  was 
improving. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  this  report, 
said  that  the  supplementary  figures  submitted  by  Mr.  Cook 
did  not  require  to  be  adopted,  but  they  were  important. 
The  largest  item  of  expenditure  was  in  connection  with  the 
Journal,  and  he  was  sure  that  the  members  would  support 
the  action  of  the  Council  in  making  that  publication  as 
useful  and  efficient  as  possible.  (Applause.) 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Dr.  Bailey,  Messrs.  Benger, 
Betty,  and  W.  Thomson  were  appointed  scrutators  of  the 
voting  papers,  which  were  collected. 


DAVID  HOWARD. 


Mr.  Howard,  who  was  warmly  cheered,  then  proceeded  to 
deliver  his 

Presidential  Address. 

After  referring  to  the  addresses  of  past  Presidents,  which 
were  for  the  most  part  reviews  of  the  special  branches 
of  chemical  science  with  which  they  were  connected,  and 
were  of  such  a  character  that  if  one  wishes  to  get  a  correct 
idea  of  the  progress  of  our  knowledge  of  explosives,  or  of 
the  soda  and  other  industries,  all  that  he  has  to  do  is  to  turn 
up  these  annual  presidential  addresses.  But  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  deal  exhaustively  with  one  subject,  but  rather  to 
consider  the  scope  of  the  Society  and  its  operations  during 
the  past  year.  Although  the  last  fifty  years  have  not  seen 
the  beginnings  of  the  branches  of  chemical  industries,  great 
advancements  have  been  made  during  that  period,  and  when 
we  study  the  varied  illustrations  of  applied  chemistry,  we 
are  struck  by  the  different  stages  or  degrees  of  advance- 
ment which  have  been  attained.  First  there  is  the 
empiric  stage,  devoid  of  science,  but  full  of  the  art  and 
mystery  which  were  the  old  familiar  terms  for  the  then 
existent  conditions  of  knowledge.  This  stage,  the  Pre- 
sident proceeded  to  say,  was  one  which  should  not  be 
undervalued,  for  although  many  of  the  old  processes  were 
undoubtedly  wasteful,  had  been  handed  down  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  and  were  only  acquired  by  a  long 
apprenticeship,  yet  the  results  were  as  good  as  we  hope  to 
attain  with  fuller  knowledge  and  accumulated  experience. 
Artists  have  stolen  the  word  "art"  for  themselves  alone, 
because  they  have  a  true  sense  of  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
and  they  have  left  for  scientists  no  equivalent  word,  for  the 
word  "craft"  has  fallen  as  much  as  the  word  "art"  has 
risen.  Moreover,  he  considered  it  a  matter  of  regret  that 
chemists  should  in  a  great  measure  have  forgotten  the 
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importance  and  dignity  of  the  art  of  manufacture,  for 
therein  was  the  true  hope  of  advancement.  Referring 
again  to  the  days  of  empiricism,  he  said  that  it  was 
difficult  to  realise  how  the  woikers  of  those  days  were 
able  to  cope  with  difficulties  without  science  to  guide 
them,  or  to  carry  on  research  without  an  inkling  of  the 
probable  results.  The  work,  in  short,  was  guess-work. 
There  was  nothing  else  for  them  but  to  patiently  feel  the 
way  by  the  simple  process  of  trial  and  error,  till  the  in- 
structive judgment  born  of  experience  alone,  by  a  process  of 
unconscious  cerebration,  had  laboriously  felt  its  way  to  its 
goal.  The  unconscious  reasoning  fiom  loDg  experience  in- 
duced the  opinion  of  the  middle  ages  that  wells  which 
caused  cholera  were  poisoned.  This  was  so  far  right.  The 
wells  were  poisoned — by  dirt,  not  by  malice.  Looking  at 
the  empiric  stage  as  a  whole,  there  is  ample  evidence  that 
its  methods  led  to  results  which  we  cannot  exceed— the 
Damascus  blade  and  Nankin  china  are  still  the  standards 
beyond  which  we  have  not  progressed.  He  did  not  consider 
that  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  study  the  evolutions  of  the 
empiric  stage ;  in  our  present  state  we  require  patience  and 
care,  and  these  are  abundantly  present  in  the  earlier  stage. 

In  the  next  stage  of  development  the  outlines  of  science 
were  grasped,  and  the  fundamental  laws  were  definitely 
formulated.  From  this  stage  manufacturing  chemistry  really 
began ;  and  he  considered  that  no  department  of  chemistry 
is  more  interesting  and  so  necessary  for  study  as  this,  in 
which  Dalton  formulated  his  atomic  theory  and  so  many  of 
our  standards  were  determined.  At  this  point  of  the  address 
the  President  gave  some  admirable  illustrations  of  the  effects 
which  the  advance  of  chemical  knowledge  has  had  upon 
various  industries.  Thus,  before  the  days  of  Lawes  and 
Gilbert  it  was  considered  that  all  that  was  required  to  nourish 
plants  by  returning  to  the  soil  what  has  been  taken  out  of 
it,  was  to  burn  the  plant,  analyse  the  ashes,  and  add  to  the 
soil  the  proper  constituents  in  the  proper  proportion.  How 
simple  !  But  the  problem  is  not  yet  solved,  as  the  uncom- 
pleted labours  of  Lawes  and  Gilbert  show,  although,  said  the 
President,  the  failure  in  practice  of  much  that  claimed  to  be 
the  teaching  of  science  has  added  to  the  prejudices  ap- 
parently inherent  in  the  agricultural  mind,  and  this  failure 
has  undoubtedly  retarded  the  adoption  of  real  improvements. 
Following  up  this  line  of  thought  — the  application  of  acquired 
knowledge — Mr.  Howard  said  that  in  the  department  of 
colouri Dg  matters  and  dyes  it  seems  to  be  pre-eminent. 
There  is  much  in  the  literature  of  this  subject  which  is 
apparently  pure  science ;  but  it  is  so  to  the  outsider  only,  the 
great  part  of  it  beiDg  directly  connected  with  applied  know- 
ledge. Contrast  with  this  the  conditions  before  science 
came  in  to  help  the  dyer.  The  craftsman  had  already  found 
by  experience  how  to  make  the  most  permanent  and  beautiful 
colours  from  madder,  cochineal,  and  lac,  and  the  scientific 
expert  now  finds  that  he  must  persevere  in  the  application 
of  his  knowledge — that  which  was  acquired  by  experience. 
The  seemiDg  facility  of  the  adept  is  the  fruit  of  the  pro- 
foundest  study  of  applied  as  well  as  of  pure  science.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  all  chemists  will  try  to  avoid 
what  is  perhaps  a  natural  inclination — viz  ,  to  regard  with  a 
feeling  of  contempt  the  long  experience  treasured  up  in 
traditional  rules.  Moreover,  it  is  important  to  note  that  in 
many  departments  of  chemistry  there  are  points  which 
appear  to  be  perfectly  understood,  but  when  we  begin  to 
experiment  we  find  that  our  knowledge  is  imperfect  and  that 
something  has  to  be  discovered.  The  very  fulness  of  our 
knowledge  is  apt  to  make  us  forget  that  it  is  not  complete  ; 
there  is  consequently  a  great  deal  of  work  expended  in 
learning  the  knowledge  of  others,  and  too  little  in  acquiring 
new  facts.  This  is  an  evil  tendency,  and  produces  an 
arrogant  habit  of  mind,  which  leads  the  student  to  assume 
"  what  I  know  not  is  not  knowledge." 

After  referring  to  applied  chemistry  as  a  combination  of 
many  branches  of  knowledge,  such  as  engineering,  physics, 
and  thermo-chemistry,  and  instancing  in  that  connection  the 
engineering  skill  of  the  Bessemer-steel  process  and  the  Brin 
process  for  the  production  of  pure  oxygen  by  the  use  of 
baryta  as  a  carrier,  where  the  success  turns  upon  the  en- 
gineering rather  than  on  the  merely  chemical  part  of  the 
arrangements,  he  said  that  technical  chemistry  covers  so 
many  fields  of  labour  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to 
accomplish  a  process  of  differentiation.  Mr.  Howard  then 
entered  on  a  part  of  his  address  which  was  of  peculiar  interest 


to  pharmacists.  The  Pharmacy  Act,  said  he,  has  given  us  a 
simpler  and  narrower  definition  of  a  chemist,  and  visits  with 
pains  and  penalties  everyone  who  so  calls  himself  who  has 
not  passed  the  necessary  examinations  for  the  practise  o£ 
pharmacy.  The  fact  that  the  legislature  has  reserved  the- 
name  for  the  oldest,  but  not  the  only,  branch  of  the  science,, 
he  took  as  a  proof  of  the  all-embracing  character  of  chemistry. 
Older  chemists  aimed  at  gaining  wealth  as  well  as  health  \ 
their  thoughts  centred  round  the  philosopher's  stone,  and 
were  involved  in  the  production  of  the  elixir  vita;.  There  is 
still  much  of  this  form  of  aspiration  amongst  chemists,  al- 
though the  aims  and  the  methods  may  be  widely  different. 

It  is  true,  of  course,  that  the  applications  of  the  science  oZ 
explosives,  from  the  time  of  Roger  Bacon  to  our  own,  has  not 
always  tended  to  the  health  of  the  individual.  (Laughter.) 
But  health  is  the  restricted  sense  of  the  outcome  of  chemistry 
due  to  an  early  idea  that  the  term  was  synonymous  with  the 
application  of  strong  medicinal  agents.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  pharmaceutical  progress  is  chiefly  to  be  won  by  the 
assistance  of  chemistry,  the  work  in  this  direction  being 
chiefly  done  by  pharmacists.  This  work,  Mr.  Howard  said, 
must  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  chemistry  proper.  This  led 
him  up  to  the  subject  of  the  active  principles  and  plants, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  passages  of  hio 
eloquent  address.  After  speaking  of  the  difficulties  which 
beset  this  field  of  study  and  the  complexity  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  molecules,  he  remarked,  "  there  are  few  more 
important  needs  of  the  pharmacist  than  accurate  methods 
of  analysis  to  enable  him  to  standardise  the  drugs  he 
employs.  Accurate  observation  and  botanical  knowledge 
may  determine  with  certainty  the  authenticity  of  the  drug,, 
its  condition,  and  probable  value ;  but  such  knowledge  is 
rather  qualitative  than  quantitative,  and  in  many,  or,  in- 
deed, most  instances,  the  accurate  observer  can  but  guess- 
at  the  relative  strength  of  a  drug  without  analysis.  When' 
accurate  methods  of  analysis  have  been  found,  it  is  most 
surprising  how  very  greatly  the  active  principles  of  a  plant 
vary  ;  it  is  hardly  necessary,  also,  to  point  out  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  analytical  study  of  all  cultivated  medicinal 
plants  and  methods  of  cultivation.  Much  has  been  done,  but 
much  has  to  be  done,  in  order  that  the  active  principles  may 
be  administered  without  the  needless  or  even  harmful  accom- 
paniments that  are  found  in  the  simpler  galenical  prepara- 
tions." He  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  study  of  the 
constitution  of  the  alkaloids,  which  he  regarded  as  a  subject 
of  endless  interest,  and  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
humanity.  After  referring  to  the  paper  by  Dr.  Armstrong 
on  this  subject  (The  Chemist  and  Druggist  June  25),  ho 
remarked  that  it  seemed  doubtful  if  they  could  not  by 
methods  of  cultivation  compete  with  the  achievements  of  the 
laboratory,  and  in  this  connection  he  mentioned  that  by 
cultivation  some  Java  cinchonas  had  yielded  as  much  as  10. 
per  cent,  of  quinine.  It  is  doubtful,  therefore,  if  the  syn- 
thesis in  the  laboratory  of  nature  may  not  prove  more 
economical  than  what  can  be  afforded  in  the  laboratory  of 
the  chemist.  He  rather  thought  that  the  greatest  gain  in 
alkaloidal  synthesis  would  be  in  the  production  of  bodies, 
which  do  not  exist  naturally,  but  which  may  be  of  great  thera- 
peutic value.  He  then  spoke  of  that  branch  of  the  subject  which, 
is  connected  with  micro-organisms,  such  as  the  constitution 
and  formation  of  ptomaines,  and  the  relation  which  many 
organisms  bear  to  disease  and  to  questions  of  great  importance 
in  sanitation.  These  remarks  had  reference  chiefly  to  the 
papers  of  Dr.  Percy  Frankland  and  Prof.  Bischoff,  which  have 
been  communicated  to  the  Society.  Reference  was  also  made, 
to  the  work  of  Mr.  Warington  on  the  action  of  micro-organisms 
in  the  nitrification  of  the  soil.  Other  work  accomplished- 
during  the  winter  session  of  the  Society  having  been  referred 
to,  as  well  as  the  character  and  objects  of  the  Society's- 
journal,  Mr.  Howard  concluded  by  saying  that  there  is  no- 
easy  task  before  us.  The  progress  of  science  in  one  sense 
makes  our  work  easier,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  demands  of 
us  continually  increasing  efforts  to  keep  up  to  a  standard. 
It  is  for  us  to  show  that  England  is  not  behind  other  countries 
in  intelligence  and  aptitude  for  work.  We  need  the  technical 
education  which  is  so  much  talked  about  nowadays,  but  it 
must  be  real,  and  although  we  educate  the  workman  the 
education  of  the  master  must  always  go  on.  There  is  no  lack 
of  novel  ideas.  The  patents  which  are  taken  out  prove  that; 
and  although  they  do  include  a  method  of  preserving  eggs 
with  lime-water,  or  lubricating  the  bearings  of  machinery 
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with  decayed  cabbages — (laughter) — there  is  much  of 
practical  interest,  and  much,  unfortunately,  which  gets  no 
further  than  the  blue  pamphlet  stage.  It  is,  in  fact,  in  the 
practical  working  out  of  ideas,  whether  new  or  old,  that  we 
must  look  for  progress,  rather  than  in  fertility  of  inventions. 
Of  that  there  may  be  alike  abundance  as  of  seeds  in  nature, 
which  yet  never  can  come  to  maturity  without  the  needed 
seed-bed  and  the  farmer's  fostering  care.    (Great  applause.) 

Professor  James  Dewar  (Cambridge),  in  moving  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  President,  said  that  he  was  struck  with  the 
thoughtful  nature  of  the  address.  He  was  particularly 
pleased  with  the  remarks  in  reference  to  chemical  art.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  there  existed  in  chemistry  the  conditions 
which  had  been  referred  to,  and  he  trusted  that  the  art  would 
be  maintained.  He  thanked  Mr.  Howard  for  his  remarks  regard- 
ing empiricism,  from  which  we  have  derived  so  much  know- 
ledge and  so  much  that  is  artistic  in  chemistry.  Referring  to 
the  work  of  the  Society,  he  said  that  he  had  been  struck  with 
the  character  of  many  of  the  papers  which  were  contributed  to 
the  sections.  They  showed  an  amount  of  research,  inductive 
reasoning,  and  knowledge  which,  he  was  safe  in  saying,  would 
be  difficult  to  find  equalled  anywhere.  The  President  had 
spoken  about  the  synthesis  of  conia,  but  probably  he  had  not 
heard  in  the  Alps,  from  which  he  had  just  returned,  that  two 
French  chemists  had  achieved  a  triumph  which  would  com- 
pare with  that.  These  chemists  had  succeeded  in  con- 
structing one  of  the  chief  alkaloids  of  jaborandi.  This 
synthesis  was  most  interesting,  for  they  found  that  the 
alkaloid,  like  others,  not  only  contained  nitrogen  but  nitrogen 
in  more  forms  than  one.  The  body  was  a  derivative  of 
pyridine.  These  chemists  had  found  that  a  lactic-pyridine 
acid  was  the  basis  of  it,  and  by  converting  this  acid  into  a 
bromo-compound  and  treating  it  with  trimethylamine,  they 
obtained  pilocarpidine,  and  by  acting  on  this  with  tri-iodide 
of_ethyl  they  obtained  pilocarpine.  The  synthesis,  he  thought, 
was  a  very  interesting  one.  (Applause.)  Referring  again  to 
the  subject  matter  of  the  address,  he  said  he  bad  faith  in 
the  fertility  of  invention,  and  was  sure  that  it  would  enable 
British  chemists  to  keep  pace  with  others  in  the  same  field. 
(Great  applause.) 

Mr.  Caeey  seconded  the  motion,  and 
_  Mr.  Howard,  in  reply,  said  that  it  was  no  small  satisfac- 
tion to  him  that  he  would  resign  the  chair  to  one  so  well 
competent  to  perform  its  duties,  and  who  so  thoroughly 
appreciated  chemical  science  and  its  practical  application  in 
the  arts.  (Applause.) 

Election  of  Council. 

At  this  stage  the  scrutators  returned,  and  gave  in  the 
following  report  of  office-bearers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year: — President:  Prof.  James  Dewar,  F.R.S.  (Cambridge). 
Vice-Presidents :  Prof.  F.  Clowes,  D.Sc.  (Nottingham) ;  J. 
Neilson  Cuthbertson  (Glasgow) ;  David  Howard  (London)  ; 
Dr.  Ferdinand  Hurter  (Widnes) ;  Ivan  Levinstein  (Man- 
chester) ;  E.  K.  Muspratt  (Liverpool)  ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin, 
F.R.S.  (London)  ;  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe,  M.P.,  F.R.S.  (Manchester)  ; 
John  Spiller  (London)  ;  Prof.  W.  R.  Tilden,  F.R.S.  (Birming- 
ham) ;  John  Williams  (London)  ;  Philip  J.  Worsley  (Bristol). 
Members  of  Council :  B.  S.  Proctor  (Newcastle)  ;  John  Calder- 
wood,  F.R.S. E.  (London) ;  Eustace  Carey  (Wklnes) ;  R. 
Forbes  Carpenter  (Manchester) ;  James  Duncan  (London) ; 
Dr.  John  Evans,  F.R.S.  (Hemel  Hempstead);  S.  H.  Johnson 
(London)  ;  John  Pattinson  (Newcastle)  ;  F.  J.  Rowan  (Glas- 
gow) ;  Dr.  Edward  Schunck,  F.R.S.  (Manchester);  T.  W. 
Stuart  (Newcastle)  ;  Lewis  T.  Wright  (Nottingham). 
Treasurer,  E.  Rider  Cook  (London).  Foreign  Secretary, 
Ludwig  Mond  (Northwich).  Messrs.  Theobald  Brothers  were 
reappointed  auditors. 

Mr.  Chance  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Treasurer 
and  other  office-bearers.  As  an  old  officer  of  the  Society  he 
knew  the  amount  of  work  which  fell  to  these  gentlemen,  and 
he  heartily  appreciated  their  services. 

Dr.  Hewitt  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  with 
acclamation,  and  in  putting  the  motion  to  the  meeting,  the 
President  said  that  he  could  support  it  from  personal  know- 
ledge. He  was  surprised  at  the  amount  of  zeal  and  hard 
labour  which  Mr.  Rider  Cook  put  into  his  department.  A 
vote  of  thanks  seemed  too  little  for  it. 

Mr.  Ludwig  Mond  responded,  because,  he  said,  he  was 
the  officer  who  was  least  entitled  to  the  thanks,  for  he  did 
less  than  any.  (Laughter.) 


Mr.  Hunt  (Birmingham)  also  responded  on  behalf  of  the 
sections. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Muspratt,  a  vote'  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  authorities  of  Owens  College  for  the  use  of  the 
theatre. 

Invitation  to  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Henderson  (Glasgow)  then  rose,  and,  on  behalf  of 
the  Scottish  section  of  the  Society,  invited  the  members  to 
hold  the  next  annual  meeting  in  Glasgow.  He  said  that  the 
local  members  had  been  looking  forward  to  having  the  meet- 
ing there  this  year,  but  he  thought  that  they  could  offer  them 
greater  attractions  next  year,  and  he  promised  any  who  would 
venture  north  a  warm  Scottish  welcome.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Campbell  Brown  moved  that  the  invitation  be 
accepted.  He  was  sure  that  Glasgow  offered  many  attrac- 
tions of  a  natural  as  well  as  scientific  character,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  meeting  in  St.  Mungo's  city  would  be  a  great 
success. 

Professor  Clowes  seconded  the  motion,  and  remarked  that 
they  were  making  a  step  in  going  across  the  Border,  and  he 
hoped  that  at  no  future  date  they  would  have  sections  of 
the  Society  in  the  colonies,  so  that  they  might  follow  the 
example  of  the  British  Association  by  going  across  the  seas 
one  summer.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Carter  Bell  (the  local  secretary)  then  described 
the  arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  the  members,  and 
thereafter  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Visit  to  the  Royal  Jubilee  Exhibition. 

Immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  morning's  pro- 
ceedings most  of  the  members  found  their  way  to  the 
Jubilee  Exhibition,  the  chemical  section  of  which  contains 
one  of  the  finest  collections  which  anyone  could  wish.  In 
this  section  the  members  spent  a  short  time  inspecting  the 
exhibits.  The  excellent  equipped  laboratory  fittings  shown 
by  Messrs.  Woolley  &  Sons,  the  cases  of  physical  and  chemical 
apparatus  exhibited  by  Messrs.  Mottershead  &  Co.,  and  the 
rougher  if  not  less  useful  earthenware  apparatus  made  by 
Messrs.  Doulton  &  Co.,  were  carefully  inspected.  Amongst 
the  purely  chemical  exhibits  those  which  received  special 
attention  were  the  small  but  valuable  collections  belonging 
to  Drs.  W.  H.  Perkins,  J.  P.  Griess,  E.  Schunck,  and  Sir 
Henry  Roscoe.  A  large  platinum  sulphuric  acid  still  (value 
3.000Z.),  made  by  Messrs.  Johnston  &  Matthey,  and  other 
platinum  apparatus,  were  greatly  admired.  These  and  other 
exhibits  will  be  more  fully  referred  to  in  a  future  issue. 

The  Annual  Dinner. 

About  six  o'clock  the  work  of  inspecting  the  exhibition 
had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  take  the  members  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  Palm  House.  It  is  understood  to  be  "  the  correct 
thing,"  before  leaving  the  exhibition,  to  dine  in  that  half- 
tent,  half-conservatory  structure,  and  the  chemists  were  de- 
termined not  to  be  outdone  in  this  respect.  Accordingly  a 
little  after  six  about  150  gentlemen  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
dinner,  Mr.  David  Howard  in  the  chair.  An  hour  and  a  half 
later  the  speeches  began.  Most  of  them  were  rather  long, 
but  they  were  good  and  were  attentively  listened  to.  The  first 
toast,  "  The  Queen,"  was  given  by  the  Chairman  in  a  loyal 
speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  mentioned  that  those  who 
had  studied  at  the  college  of  chemistry  could  appreciate  how 
much  the  Queen,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Prince  Consort, 
had  fostered  chemical  science,  and  he  was  glad  to  think  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  also  took  a  deep  and  practical  interest  in 
all  scientific  matters. 

The  next  toast,  "Prosperity  to  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,"  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Brunner  (late  MP.  for  the 
Northwich  Division  of  Cheshire).  He  said  that  he  might 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  Society  as 
some  in  that  place,  but  he  wished  it  success  with  all  his 
heart.  He  knew  that  it  had  done,  and  was  doing,  an 
immense  amount  of  good.  He  was  very  pleased  to  know 
that  his  old  friend  Professor  Dewar  was  to  be  their  President 
next  year  ;  he  was  sure  that  they  could  not  have  made  a 
better  choice. 

Professor  Dewar  responded.  Referring  to  his  election, 
he  thanked  the  members  for  their  recognition  of  the  recon- 
dite side  of  chemical  science.  The  Society  had  been  founded 
not  for  the  benefit  of  a  class,  but  for  the  purpose  of  blending 
the  classes  of  chemistry  together— the  manufacturing  on  the 
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one  hand  and  the  abstract  on  the  other.  He  was  sure,  from  the 
past  history  of  the  Society,  its  recognition  of  all  classes  in  the 
disposal  of  its  honours,  and  more  on  account  of  the  unity 
which  the  members  showed  and  the  quality  of  the  work 
produced,  that  the  future  was  safe.  He  specially  mentioned, 
amidst  loud  applause,  the  paper  recently  contributed  to  the 
Liverpool  section  by  Dr.  Hurler,  which  he  thought  was  a 
most  admirable  example  of  research  and  reasoning.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  think  that  the  shifting — the  instability  of 
science  was  a  bad  thing.  They  were  moving  on  to  higher 
things,  getting  nearer  the  truth.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Hewitt  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  President, 
whose  name  had  been  familiar  to  him  since  he  was  what  was 
called  a  boy — (laughter) — "  yes,  an  Irish  bhoy."  And  now, 
when  he  was  advancing  in  years — (great  laughter,  the  speaker 
being  very  robust)— he  knew  that  Mr.  David  Howard  had  a 
lineage,  and  was  connected  with  a  firm  which  was  foremost 
in  making  this  country  famous  for  fine  chemicals.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Howard  briefly  responded,  and  said  that  the  Society 
was  doing  an  amount  of  work  which  only  those  could  appre- 
ciate who  knew  the  difficulties  which  past  generations  of 
chemists  had  to  fight  against. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  in  a  racy  speech,  proposed  the  Local 
Sections.  He  said  that  if  the  Society  was  anything,  it  was 
democratic.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  always  had  faith  in  the 
policy  of  the  Society,  and  now  when,  greatly  through  the 
concerted  efforts  of  its  sections,  the  Society  had  undoubtedly 
become  a  powerful  factor  in  the  industry  of  the  country,  all 
should  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  help  on  the  pro- 
gress.   (Applause.)    Mr.  Carter  Bell  responded. 

After  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  had  sung  a  topical  song  (which 
caused  roars  of  laughter),  the  Chairman  proposed  the  health 
of  the  Secretary  and  the  Editor.  The  Secretary  (Mr. 
Cresswell)  responded.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  referred 
to  the  necessity  for  permanent  quarters  for  the  Society,  and 
later  on  Mr.  Brunner  made  comment  on  this,  expressing  the 
hope  that  something  definite  would  come  out  of  it,  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  they  should  have  a  room  in  which 
they  could  place  the  late  Mr.  Weldon's  library. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  choir  of  male  voices 
enlivened  the  proceedings  with  songs. 


FEBNCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  NEWS, 


(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  their  last  meeting  elected 
two  associate  members — namely,  M.  Fabre  for  the  section  of 
anatomy  and  zoology,  and  Dr.  Lepine,  of  the  Lyons  faculty, 
for  the  section  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Change  at  the  Sevres  Factory. — M.  Charles  Lauth, 
the  well-known  chemist  and  ceramist,  who  for  years  has 
been  the  director  of  the  national  porcelain  manufacture  at 
Sevres,  recently  asked  to  be  relieved  from  duty,  owing  to 
failicg  health.  M.  Jules  Rouhaut,  one  of  the  administrators, 
has  been  appointed  provisional  manager.  M.  Guillaume,  the 
sculptor,  is  spoken  of  as  the  probable  successor  of  M.  Lauth. 

The  Library  of  the  College  op  Pharmacy  is  now 
comparatively  deserted.  The  young  men  are  elsewhere,  either 
competing  for  prizes,  taking  out  their  quarterly  inscriptions, 
or  on  the  anxious  seat  before  the  examiners  who  are  to 
decide  on  their  fate.  The  contrast  in  the  library  is  all  the 
more  apparent,  because  for  several  weeks  before  these  ex- 
pected ordeals  the  tables  were  occupied  by  numbers  of 
young  men  handling  piles  of  big  books,  reading  hard,  and 
scribbling  notes  for  dear  life. 

The  Algiers  School  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy 
had,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  82  matriculated 
students,  and  16  not  matriculated.  Of  the  first,  20  were 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  ;  14  for  that 
of  officier  de  sante  ;  30  intended  to  become  pharmacists  ;  10, 
midwives  ;  and  1,  herbalist.  As  regards  nationality,  76  were 
either  French  or  naturalised,  and  6  Mussulman  natives,  all 
of  whom  held  scholarships.  In  1886  the  students  numbered 
69  :  in  1885,  72  ;  and  in  1867,  32  only. 

Judgment  against  a  Co-operative  Pharmacy. — The 
French  legal  press  records  the  issue  of  a  pharmaceutical  law- 
suit just  decided  at  Ghent,  Belgium,  such  precedents  being 


admitted  in  French  courts.  P.  Buss  sued  Verschueren  and 
Beeckmann  for  counterfeiting  a  corn  remedy  of  his,  called  Col- 
lodion podojilrile.  The  Court  held  that  there  had  been  a 
colourable  imitation  of  plaintiff's  trade-mark  and  intention 
to  defraud  ;  that  Verschueren  was  only  an  assistant  acting 
under  orders ;  and  that  Beeckmann  was  the  responsible 
manager  of  the  pharmacy  belonging  to  the  Vooruit  Co- 
operative Company,  in  which  the  actionable  transactions 
took  place.  Therefore,  Verschueren  was  exonerated.  The 
defendants,  the  Vooruit  Company  and  Beeckmann,  were 
jointly  and  sejDarately  sentenced  to  pay  plaintiff  l,000f. 
damages ;  they  were  forbidden  to  ever  use  again  the  name 
Collodion  podopltile ;  plaintiff  was  authorised  to  publish  the 
sentence  in  any  newspapers  of  his  choosing  at  defendants' 
expense  to  the  extent  of  500f. ;  and,  lastly,  defendants  were 
ordered  to  pay  all  costs  of  the  suit. 

Statues  to  Chemists.— The  statue  of  Philippe  Lebon 
was  on  June  26  inaugurated  at  Chaumont.  He  was  a 
chemist  of  some  note,  and,  the  French  claim,  the  real 
inventor  of  gas-lighting.  On  June  28  Nicolas  Leblanc's 
statue  was  formally  inaugurated  in  the  front  court  of  the 
Arts-et-Metiers  Conservatory,  where  it  stands  on  the  left- 
hand  side  of  the  central  portico,  Papin's  statue,  inaugurated 
last  year,  standing  on  the  other  side.  The  two  bronzes  are 
very  fine,  and  are  artistically  well  matched,  as  they  differ 
enough  to  afford  variety  to  the  eye,  and  yet  are  not  so  dis- 
similar as  to  form  a  harsh  contrast.  The  lives  of  the  two 
men  were  not  unlike  either  in  some  respects,  for  Papin  died 
in  exile  and  poverty  because  he  would  not  abjure  Protestant- 
ism, and  Leblanc,  after  being  plundered  and  ruined  for  his 
relations  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans  at  the  time  of  the  first 
Revolution,  finally  committed  suicide.  As  to  Lebon,  he  was, 
at  the  age  of  36,  accidentally  killed  during  a  public  cere- 
mony, and  his  widow  was  robbed  by  a  dishonest  partner. 
Somehow  chemists  of  our  period  find  life  more  pleasant,  and 
enjoy  better  times. 

The  French  Committee  to  the  Vienna  Congress. — 
In  response  to  an  invitation  made  by  the  Austro-Hungarian 
Ambassador,  the  French  Government  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  insure  the  participation  of  France  in  the  coming 
International  Congress  of  Hygiene  and  Demography.  The 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry  has  designated  some 
forty-three  members,  with  M.  Pasteur,  as  president  of  honour, 
and  Dr.  Brouardel  as  president.  Dr.  Proust,  of  the  Paris 
faculty,  and  Dr.  Chauveau,  a  veterinarian,  are  among  the 
vice-presidents,  and  Dr.  Napias  is  the  secretary.  The  Paris 
Municipal  Council  supplies  Drs.  Robinet,  Chautemps,  and 
Chassaing.  The  last,  it  will  probably  be  remembered,  once 
presided  at  an  anti-Pasteur  meeting,  while  Dr.  Chautemps 
delivered  a  public  lecture  at  a  pro-Pasteur  gathering ;  and 
Dr.  Grancher,  another  member  of  the  committee,  handles 
the  Pravaz  syringe  at  the  laboratory  for  Pasteur,  who  is 
not  a  doctor  of  medicine.  But  politics  makes  strange  bed- 
fellows. The  medical  press  is  well  represented  ;  we  have 
Drs.  Bourneville,  of  the  Progrcs  Medical ;  Chevallereau,  of 
the  France  Medicale ;  Cornil,  of  the  Journal  dcs  Connais- 
sances  Medicales  ct  de  Pharmacologic  ;  Ranse,  of  the  Gazette 
Medicale  ;  and  two  or  three  other  editors  of  medical  papers, 
but  none  belonging  to  the  pharmaceutical  press  proper  ;  and, 
lastly,  chemistry  is  represented  by  M.  Charles  Girard,  of  the 
municipal  laboratory,  but  not  a  single  pharmacist  appears,  as 
such,  on  the  ministerial  list. 


THE  EXPOSITION  OF  THE  HYGIENE  OF  INFANCY. 

The  Exposition  d'Hygiene,  as  it  is  familiarly  called,  is 
now  well  under  way,  and  is  to  last  until  the  end  of  the 
present  month.  Although  interesting  in  many  respects,  it  is 
not  pretentious,  and  derives  its  chief  attractions  from  the 
good  taste  of  the  exhibitors  and  the  shady  trees  of  the 
Champs  Elysees.  Without  being  thronged  the  exhibition  is 
favoured  with  a  good  attendance,  in  great  part  composed  of 
pretty  children  and  young  mothers  who  have  come  with  an 
escort  to  look  at  all  the  new  things  displayed  for  their 
special  benefit. 

Among  pharmaceutical  exhibits  one  of  the  first  to  meet 
the  sight  in  the  Pavilion  is  the  display  of  H.  Rogers,  the 
American  pharmacist  of  the  Rue  du  Havre.  His  aromatic 
syrup  of  rhubarb,  chemical  food,  and  soothing  and  worm 
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syrups,  &c,  are  there  presented  in  good  style,  but  the  French 
names,  necessarily  applied  to  these  old  familiar  preparations, 
have  at  first  a  strange  effect  on  the  uninitiated.  Bat  as  in 
Eome  you  must  do  as  Ramans  do,  so  if  you  want  to  sell  your 
chemical  food  to  French  mothers  you  must  call  it  "  Sirop 
alimentaire  des  enfants,"  or  something  of  the  sort.  Other 
phosphates  also  compete  for  public  favour.  A.  Blandin,  of 
Montbard  (Cote  d'Or)  offers  them  to  children  in  the  form  of 
toothsome-looking  bonbons.  Continuing  the  list  of  tonics 
and  strengthening  medicines,  we  have  Bugeaud's  wine  of 
cinchona,  Garnier's  elixir  of  cinchona  and  bitter  orange-peel, 
Eobin's  wine  of  peptonate  of  iron,  and  Despinoy's  wine  and 
syrup  of  cod-liver  oil  extract,  plain  and  ferrated,  also 
Abbadie's  ferruginous  semolina  and  soup  pastes.  To  patients 
needing  the  opposite  of  a  tonic,  Maurice  Leprince,  of  Bourges, 
offers  his  cascarine  laxative  pills,  designed  especially  for 
young  mothers.  Other  infantile  ailments  are  also  provided 
for  by  Boyer's  vermifuge  bonbons,  Derbecq's  grindelia 
whooping-cough  syrup,  Garnier's  teething  syrup,  Leprince's 
calcium  bromide  sedvtive  syrup,  and  Grimaud's  dragees 
for  nocturnal  incontinence.  Finally,  for  women  nursing 
there  is  Desbonieres'  elixir  of  celery  to  promote  the  secretion 
of  milk. 

As  may  be  expected,  nursing-bottles  are  exhibited  in  great 
variety,  each  offering  some  particular  advantages.  The 
following  may  be  noted.  Marguerite's  hand  nursing-bottle 
(biberon  ii  main);  Briere's  tubeless  nursing-bottle  (biberon 
sans  tube)  ;  Fafournoux'  hygienic  nursing-bottle  ;  Moncho- 
vaut's  improved  nursing-bottles ;  Lelievre's  all-glass  bottle  ; 
and  Bougeot's  invention,  a  bottle  scientifically  contrived 
with  graduation  on  the  glass  and  a  thermometer  inside. 

In  the  shape  of  babies'  food  we  have  Nestle's  well-known 
preparation,  and  Brown  &  Poison's  mondamine. 

Bug  as  the  children's  toy  department  draws  near  the 
visitor  is  greeted  with  uninviting  music.  Under  the  pretence 
of  displaying  the  tone  of  a  sort  of  nickel-plated  tin  flute,  a 
well-meaning  lad  perpetrates  a  dreadful  medley  of  sounds. 
His  tune  begins  with  a  reminiscence  of  Rossini's  Herdsmen's 
song,  and  ends  with  an  approximation  to  the  popular  "  En 
r'venant  de  la  revue."  And  when  he  has  concluded  he  does 
the  whole  over  again.  Still  his  flutes  sell.  "  Tous  les  gouts 
sont  dans  la  nature." 

Perfumeries  and  toilet  articles  are  exhibited  inside  the 
building  by  P.  Gaydou,  Soucy,  and  M.  Badin;  and  outside, 
under  the  trees,  by  T.  Lovis,  who  claims  to  have  branch 
houses  in  London  and  New  York.  The  sign,  "  English 
spoken,"  on  his  kiosk  is  not  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  as  it  is 
too  often  in  Paris,  for  one  of  the  lady  attendants  is  a  genuine 
subject  of  her  gracious  Majesty. 

School  appliances,  dresses,  toys,  earthenware  of  all  kinds 
are  there  in  numbers  and  variety,  but  they  are  somewhat 
outside  of  the  pharmaceutical  line.  Still  it  would  be  impos- 
sible not  to  nDtice  the  lovely  "  Fairy  "  lamps  and  "  Fairy  " 
lights  manufactured  by  Samuel  Clarke,  London;  Allez  Freres' 
garden  chairs  and  shaded  benches  ;  Vernon's  patent  porcelain 
coated  with  rubber ;  Jeffries  &;  Sons'  earthenware,  &c. ; 
and  Leonard  Paupier's  platform  scales,  babies'  scales,  and 
chemists'  scales. 

Scientific  societies  and  official  bodies  have  also  contributed 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  exhibition.  Dr.  Strcebel,  of  the 
33rd  Artillery,  has  working  models  showing  how  a  vaccine 
farm  is  to  be  conducted  and  the  virus  collected.  The  Assist- 
ance Publique  has,  inside,  specimens  of  the  "couveuses,"  beds 
for  infants  born  before  term  ;  and  outside  some  of  the  long- 
eared  nurses  kept  in  infants'  hospitals  for  the  variety  of  milk 
which  they  supply. 

The  Ladies'  Sanitaiy  Association  (British)  displays  many 
useful  posters  and  penny  publications  on  practical  hygiene. 
Unfortunately  they  have  neglected  to  have  them  translated 
into  French.  But  these  are  not  the  only  ones  in  foreign 
languages,  for — in  glass  closets — a  large  collection  of  what 
maybe  called  sanitary  tracts  are  exhibited,  printed  in  Italian, 
Spanish,  Russian,  Hungarian,  Finnish,  Turkish,  and  Greek. 
Belgian  and  Canadian  tracts  are  classified  with  the  French. 

From  this  cursory  description  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Hygienic  Exposition  is  worth  a  visit. 


It  is  estimated  by  the  Pacific  Record  of  Medicine  and  Phar- 
macy that  California  consumes  over  five  tons  of  "  medicine  ' 
daily,  most  of  it  being  quack  stuff. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Ackland,  J.,  &  Hyslop,  J.,  Aldermanbui y,  City,  under  the 
style  of  Ackland,  Hyslop  &  Co.,  and  Cape  Town  and 
elsewhere  under  the  style  of  Winchester  &  Co.,  mer- 
chants. 

Bennett  &  King,  Linton,  Cambridgeshire,  surgeons. 
Coke  &  Phelps,  Ashford,  surgeons. 

Hale  &  Son,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  City,  colonial  brokers,  as 
regards  T.  Hale,  jun. 

Jensen,  H.  H.  R.,  Meaks,  W.  B.,  and  Brunt,  J.,  under  the 
style  of  the  Anglo-German  Rye  Yeast  Company,  Burton- 
on-Trent,  so  far  as  regards  J.  Brunt. 

May  &  Leonard,  Seven  Sisters'  Road,  Camden  Road,  and 
Holloway  Road,  medical  practitioners. 

Robertson  &  Nicholls,  Cheltenham,  Cirencester,  and  Mon- 
mouth, dental  surgeons. 

SCHNITGER,  F  ,  HOLZAPFEL,  L.,  HOLZAPFEL,  M.,  &  HOLZAP- 

FEL,  W.,  Newcastle- on-Tyne,  under  the  style  of  M.  Hol- 
zapfel  and  Co.,  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Fenchurch  Street, 
London,  Antwerp,  and  New  York,  under  the  style  of 
Holzapfel  &  Co.,  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  London 
under  the  style  of  F.  Schnitger  &  Co.,  merchants  and 
manufacturers. 

Wyman,  W.  S.,  &  Franklin,  O,  Putney,  surgeons,  apothe- 
caries, and  accoucheurs. 

Zeno  &  Co.,  Rathbone  Place,  Oxford  Street,  perfumers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 
Receiving  Order. 

Bailey,  George,  Thurloe  Square,  South  Kensington,  vete- 
rinary surgeon. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Semple,  Charles  Edward  Armand,  Goldhawk  Road; 
Shepherd's  Bush,  and  Torrington  Square,  doctor  of 
medicine — discharge  granted. 

Scotch  Sequestration. 

Smith  J.,  &  Son,  Glasgow,  soap  manufacturers  and  oil 
refiners,  July  13,  at  12,  Faculty  Hall,  Glasgow. 

First  Meeting  and  Public  Examination. 

Bradbury,  Samuel  William,  New  Oxford  Street,  late  of 
Philip  Lane,  London,  and  Walton-on-Thames,  formerly 
of  Llandovery  and  Birkenhead,  commercial  traveller,  late 
licensed  victualler,  and  formerly  sheep-dip  manufacturer. 
First  meeting,  July  19,  33  Carey  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  ; 
public  examination,  July  27,  34  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

Adjudication. 

Martin,  Henry  (trading  as  John  Hassall),  Barking  and  St. 
Paul's  Churchyard,  brush  and  comb  manufacturer  and 
sponge  merchant. 

Notices  of  Dividends. 

Hannay,  John,  Lea  Cross,  Salop,  surgeon.  First  div.  of 
2s.  2d.,  July  18,  Mr.  F.  Carris's,  Mill  Street,  Ludlow. 

Kingsford,  Charles  Tomson,  &  Reynolds,  Ernest 
Alfred,  Catherine  Court,  Seething  Lane,  produce 
brokers.  6s.  8d.  composition,  any  day  except  Saturday, 
Chief  Official  Receiver's  Offices,  33  Carey  Street,  Lincoln's 
Inn. 

Pilkington,  George,  Stockton-on-Tees,  surgeon.  First  div. 
of  3s.,  July  20,  Official  Receiver's  Office,  Middlesbo- 
rough. 

Turser,  Joseph,  Hawarden,  Flintshire,  manufacturing 
chemist.  First  and  final  div.  of  'Is.  H\d.,  July  23, 
29  Eastgate  Row  (North),  Chester. 
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"  THE  QUEEN  OF  TABLE  WATERS." 
ICED    A  I »<>  E.I.I X.V KIS  WATER. 

"  There  is  a  popular  but  entirely  mistaken  notion  that  ice  is  in  its  nature 
pure  and  innocuous;  it  is  on  the  contrary  very  apt  to  be  impure  and  noxious, 
and  may  easily  contain  the  germs  of  fatal  disease." 

"  ApoUinaris  Water,  by  its  absolute  purity,  affords  complete  guarantee 
against  the  dangers  of  zymotic  disease  incidental  to  ordinary  drinking-water. 
Its  sparkling  and  refreshing  character  renders  guile  unnecessary  the  introduc- 
tion of  ice  into  it.  THERE  IS,  OF  COURSE,  NO  OBJECTION  TO  ICING 
APOLLINARIS.  AS  CHAMPAGNE  IS  ICED,  BY  THE  EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION  OF  COLD  UNTIL  ITS  TEMPERATURE  IS  BROUGHT 
DOWN  IN  HOT  WEATHER  TO  A  PLEASANT  COOLNESS.  So  treated, 
it  is  a  beverage  as  refreshing  and  agreeable  as  it  is  pure  and  wholesome  " 

SLACK  &  BROWNLOW'S 
COMPRESSED  CHARCOAL  FILTERS. 

See  Advertisement,  paee  19. 


SILICATED  CARBON 
FILTERS. 
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MOVABLE! 
BLOCK 


g£B    IIOVKBTISEIKXST,   PACE  lO. 


S 


EE  SEABURY  &  JOHNSON'S  Advertisement  of  INDIA- 
RUBBER  POROUS  AND  SPREAD  PLASTERS  on  page  39. 


WOODHALL  SPA 

BROMO   IODINE    MINERAL  WATER. 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World* 

This  remarkable  Spa  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  gentlemen  who  have 
dete  mined  to  make  more  widely  known  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 
spring,  which  contains  more  iodine  and  Bromine  than  any  spring  in  Europe— 
"  And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."— Dr.  Cuffe,  for  many  years 
late  resident  Physician  at  iVoodJux.lt  6'?Ja. 

Air  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  in  November,  1886,  by  Frnfrssor 
Wanklyn,  M.R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Royal  Bavarian  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Profe>;;<u- of  Oliemtstry,  a  very  important  discovery  has  been  made,  viz., 
the  presence  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  says—4*  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  free 
Iodine  has  been  found  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  Fot  many  years 
the  Woodhall  Spa  has  been  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  skin  diseases.  The 
fact  that  it  is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  and  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Bromo  Iodine  Witter  is  now  hemp  bottled  at  the  Spring  by  the 
Sole  Agents,  BROMLEY  &  CO.,  Chemists,  23.-}  High  Street,  Lincoln,  5  &  6  The 
Grove,  Buxton,  and  at  Woodhall.  All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  them  at 
the  Spa,  Woodhall,  Horncastle. 
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CONDYS  POWDER 


En    Perforated     Tins   —  Retail    1-U>.    Tin,  la. 

Trade  Price,  8s.  per  dozen,  less  usual  discount.   Through  all  Wholesale  Houses. 

CONDY  &  MITCHELL  (Ld.),  67  &  68  Turnmill  St.,  London,  E.C. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  OF  CONDI'S  FLUID 


iDITORIAL 
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THE    SOCIETY    OF  CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY. 

A  year  ago  this  Society  was  under  a  cloud.  Like  many 
societies  which  have  become  extinct,  it  was  doing  too  much 
for  its  pay,  and  reform  was  required  to  ensure  progress. 
Being  democratic,  the  members  speedily  adopted  reform,  and 
a  year  has  been  sufficient  to  regenerate  the  body,  strengthen 
it,  and  place  it  on  a  secure  financial  basis.  The  result  is 
gratifying,  for  the  Society  is  a  model  one  in  many  respects. 
It  is  a  confederation  of  the  chemical  communities  of  this 
country,  each  of  which  aims  to  do  as  much  work  as  it  can  in 
the  course  of  a  year  ;  work  which  is  of  a  serviceable  nature 
to  the  members  more  immediately  concerned,  and  the  com- 
bined results  afford  all  who  are  interested  an  excellent  com- 
pendium of  what  progress  is  being  made  in  the  various 
branches  of  chemical  industry.  We  may  magnify  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  because  we  see  nothing  of  the  wheels 
that  constitute  the  machine.  The  council  and  committees 
work  quietly,  they  are  apparently  cognisant  of  the  fact  that 
the  Society  does  not  exist  for  them,  but  that  they  are  called 
into  existence  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society.  That  they  do 
their  woik  well  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  body  con- 
tinues to  progress  financially,  while  the  technical  proceedings 
are  generally  of  an  eminently  practical  character. 

The  catholicity  of  the  Society  is  evident  from  its  choice  of 
presidents.  Last  year  an  alkali  manufacturer  occupied  the 
chair ;  this  year  an  alkaloid  maker  has  succeeded  him,  and 
next  year  one  of  the  most  eminent  workers  in  the  abstruse 
regions  of  chemical  science  will  be  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
This  catholicity,  apart  from  its  inherent  propriety,  gives  a 
variety  to  the  themes  which  form  the  material  of  the  presi- 
dential addresses.  This  year,  for  example,  Mr.  Howard  has 
gone  out  of  the  beaten  track,  has  not  told  us  all  the  inte- 
resting things  that  have  occurred  in  his  own  line — the 
manufacture  of  fine  chemicals — during  the  past  year,  but 
has  dipped  into  the  past  of  chemistry,  and  has  unearthed  a 
number  of  facts  which  chemists  are  apt  to  forget. 

Chemistry  is  an  art  first,  was  the  gist  of  Mr.  Howard's 
address.  However  much  we  progress,  however  scientific  we 
become,  we  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  beginnings  of 
the  science  were  made  by  rule-of-thumb  methods.  It  was 
patient  experiment,  many  failures,  and  but  little  theorising 
which  helped  to  make  chemistry  what  it  is.  This  empiri- 
cism is  apt  to  be  scoffed  by  the  chemists  of  to-day,  and 
Mr.  Howard  thinks  that  this  is  wrong.  He  does  not  defend 
the  old  facts  or  old  methods  simply  because  they  are  girded 
by  the  halo  of  antiquity,  but  for  the  reason  that  in  the  very 
application  of  modern  theories  we  have  to  use  the  methods 
which  are  ancient.  We  forget  that  they  are  ancient ;  they 
seem  to  be  intuitive ;  they  are  the  artistic  part  of  chemistry. 

There  is  something  worth  thinking  over  in  this  little 
sermon  of  Mr.  Howard's.    We  do  imperfectly  teach  our 
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students  what  are  the  fundamentals— historically  speaking— 
of  chemistry.  True,  the  subject  is  musty  because  the  old 
tomes  are.  But  why  should  not  some  of  the  gifted  writers  in 
chemistry  take  up  the  matter,  and  give  us  books  that  are  not 
musty,  but  which  are  interesting  ?  This  was  not  exactly  the 
moral  which  Mr.  Howard  drew  from  his  sermon.  The  study 
of  the  fundamentals  is  only  the  means  to  an  end,  to  bring 
into  more  thorough  recognition  and  practice  the  principles 
which  imbued  the  earlier  chemists — an  earnest  searching  after 
the  truth.  All  modern  chemists  who  have  made  a  name  for 
themselves  have  done  this.  They  have  taken  up  a  subject, 
worked  at  it  outside  and  in,  until  in  the  course  of  years  they 
seem  to  have  exhausted  it.  They  succeed  on  account  of  what 
Professor  Dewar  called  their  methodicity  —  they  identify 
themselves  with  the  subject,  and  master  it  if  life  lasts  long 
enough. 

In  the  concluding  portion  of  his  address  Mr.  Howard  spoke 
of  the  more  important  contributions  to  the  Society  during  the 
year,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  the  laboratory]  of  nature 
is  not  yet  in  danger  from  the  competition  of  the  chemist's 
laboratory  in  the  production  of  alkaloids.  Of  course  this 
opinion  cannot  be  controverted  in  these  days,  but,  as  Mr. 
Howard  himself  admitted,  the  advances  which  have  been 
made  in  our  knowledge  of  the  constitution  of  the  alkaloids 
have  more  than  a  mere  scientific  interest.  Probably  the  race 
will  become  so  swift  a  few  generations  hence  that  men  will 
become  impatient  of  the  slowness  of  nature's  methods,  and 
will  resort  to  the  quicker,  if  perhaps  less  certain,  processes 
which  are  conducted  in  glass  flasks  and  porcelain  dishes. 


ADULTERATED  DRUGS. 

The  recent  pepper  adulteration  prosecutions  have  not  been 
without  salutary  effect.  For  a  while,  at  least,  they  have  con- 
founded the  more  shameless  adulterators  and  caused  the 
ground  olive-stone  gentry  to  betake  themselves  to  happier 
hunting  grounds ;  while  they  have,  besides,  rendered  pur- 
chasers and  retailers  wholesomely  suspicious  and  sceptical, 
the  best  possible  condition  for  the  promotion  of  virtue  in  the 
wholesale  mind.  Some  day,  it  may  be  hoped,  it  will  dawn 
on  the  authorities  whose  duty  it  is  to  check  adulteration 
that  this  can  be  more  promptly  and  more  effectively  accom- 
plished at  the  fountain-head  than  by  the  uncertain  and 
unfair  system  of  selecting  by  the  merest  chance  a  few  scape- 
goats among  the  retailers.  The  pepperette  trade  has  been  a 
fairly  open  one,  and  we  cannot  think  that  it  need  have  been 
a  very  difficult  task  to  have  tracked  and  prosecuted  one  of 
the  large  mixers  and  sellers  of  pepper  cum  pepperette.  If 
.such  a  system  should  ever  be  inaugurated  there  would  be 
plenty  of  occupation  for  an  active  and  intelligent  officer,  and 
his  investigations  would  be  of  considerable  interest.  No  doubt 
there  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  market  for  many  second,  third, 
and  lower  grades  of  drugs  and  food  stuffs  ;  but  assuredly  the 
history  of  these  has  not  been  investigated  to  exhaustion. 
Usually  these  wares,  after  flaunting  awhile  their  brazen  im- 
purity before  the  eyes  of  the  frequenters  of  brokers'  show- 
rooms, and  obtruding  their  cheap  charms  side  by  side  with 
their  purer  sisters,  disappear  in  the  mysterious  whirlpool  of 
consumption.  Frequently  considerable  quantities  of  goods, 
for  which  there  is  no  known  legitimate  use,  and  which  would 
not  be  worth  carriage  unless  employed  for  purposes  of 
adulteration,  are  landed  here,  but  they  never  appear  in  public 
sale.  Trusty  agents  receive  and  discreetly  dispose  of  them 
to  a  regular  clientele.  These  very  ground  olive-stones,  alias 
"  pepperette,"  were  unblushingly  offered  not  long  since  to 
spice  dealers  as  a  safe  and  innocuous  adulterant,  and  even  now 
quantities  of  date  and  olive  kernels — sometimes  forty  tons  in 


a  single  shipment — are  imported,  dash  across  our  markets, 
and  disappear  under  their  own  names.  Does  anyone  know 
of  any  demand  anywhere  for  date  or  olive  kernels  as  such  1 
To  the  lay  mind  it  would  appear  reasonable  that  whole 
pepper,  being  always  more  or  less  dusty,  if  sifted  prior  to 
grinding,  must  experience  a  certain  loss  in  weight ;  and, 
secondly,  that  pepper  grinding  being  an  operation  entailing 
considerable  labour  and  some  expense,  pepper  in  the  ground 
state  should  be  worth  more  than  in  its  native  globule.  But, 
on  glancing  over  the  price-list  of  a  well-known  wholesale 
house  in  the  spice  trade,  we  find  "  washed  white  pepper,  fine 
to  finest,"  quoted  at  Is.  2\d.  to  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  and  on  the 
same  list,  "  very  fine  "  ground  white  pepper,  Is.  lid.  to  Is.  2d. 
per  lb. !  Presuming  "  very  fine  "  to  mean  a  not  lower  standard 
of  excellence  than  "  fine,"  the  puzzling  fact  remains  that 
ground  pepper,  presumably  sifted  before  grinding,  and  which 
must  have  passed  through  a  somewhat  costly  manipulation, 
is  offered  at  about  7^  per  cent,  less  than  the  unground  article. 
TurniDg  to  drugs,  we  must  once  more  ask  what  becomes  of 
all  the  poisonous  Japanese  star  anise  which  time  after  time 
is  offered  in  public  auction  1  At  the  drug  sales  no  one  bids 
for  it ;  frequently  some  of  the  principal  wholesale  druggists 
protest  against  the  sale  of  the  worthless  stuff,  yet  the  anise 
must  find  secret  purchasers  somewhere,  or  the  supply  would 
speedily  cease.  Where  the  seeds  go  to  no  one  apparently 
knows.  Occasionally  paragraphs  go  the  round  of  the  press 
announcing  the  death  of  some  children  through  eating  sweets 
flavoured  with  poisonous  anise ;  but  such  minor  matters 
attract  but  the  faintest  attention,  and  the  trade  in  spurious 
anise  proceeds  unchecked.  Why  should  brokers,  who  sell 
these  spurious  goods  on  a  large  scale,  be  less  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  than  the  little 
shopkeeper  who  disposes  ignorantly  of  an  infinitesimal  por- 
tion of  them  ?  Take,  again,  musk,  ambergris,  and  civet. 
Scarcely  a  drug  sale  passes  at  which  goods  are  not  offered 
for  sale  under  these  denominations,  which  are  so  well  known 
to  be  spurious  that  no  one  is  expected  to  pay  more  for  them 
than  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  the  genuine  article.  The 
adulteration  of  civet  with  honey  and  other  materials  is  by 
no  means  of  rare  occurrence.  As  regards  essential  oils,  no 
one  at  home  in  that  branch  of  trade  will  accuse  us  of 
exaggeration  if  we  maintain  that  three-fourths,  at  least,  of 
what  is  sold  for  oil  of  lemon,  bergamot,  and  orange  is 
adulterated  with  turpentine  or  refined  petroleum,  while  the 
addition  of  the  words  "  commercial  quality  "  to  quotations 
for  these  oils  has  become  a  recognised  conventional  phrase 
for  "  sophisticated."  Chinese  essential  oils,  such  as  star  anise 
and  cassia,  which  at  one  time  were  subjected  to  very  severe 
doctoring  before  arriving  in  Europe,  now,  as  a  rule,  arrive  in 
a  fairly  satisfactory  state  of  purity,  not,  we  presume,  because 
the  foreign  dealers  have  adopted  mere  exalted  notions  of 
commercial  integrity,  but  simply  because  it  no  longer  pays 
them  to  export  the  oils  in  a  too  highly  adulterated  state. 
The  receivers  in  London,  finding  the  goods  fall  regularly 
below  the  guaranteed  standard,  resorted  to  arbitration  in 
every  case,  and  the  parcels,  rejected  by  the  arbitrators,  and 
branded,  as  it  were,  with  the  stamp  of  spuriousness,  had  to 
be  disposed  of  at  a  sacrifice.  Peppermint  oil  is  another 
article  in  which  sophistication  is  rife,  the  most  harmless  form 
of  admixture  being  the  addition  of  the  cheap  Japanese  pep- 
permint oil — frequently  dementholised  to  boot — to  the  more 
expensive  American  and  English  varieties.  It  is  notorious 
that  the  exportation  of  peppermint  oil  from  Japan  is  con- 
stantly assuming  larger  proportions,  yet  the  quantity  of  that 
variety  which  is  invoiced  to  the  retailer  under  its  proper 
name  must  be  small  indeed.  Can  it  be  that  the  remainder, 
mixed  with  American  oil,  is  sold  as  a  "  special  brand,"  and 
leaves  to  the  concocter  eight  to  ten  times  the  profit  which 
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he  could  derive  from  the  sale  of  bond-fide  American  or 
English  oil  1  Not  so  very  long  ago  a  story  circulated  that 
a  drug  firm,  too  high  principled  to  resort  to  adulteration 
themselves,  and  yet  not  wishing  to  lose  an  export  order  for 
copaiba  balsam  which  had  to  be  executed  at  a  price  below 
the  fair  market  value,  forwarded  the  balsam  to  the  export 
agent  in  Winchesters  only  half  filled,  but  provided  with  the 
firm's  label,  "  Finest  Maranham  Balsam  Copaiba."  Whether 
the  Winchesters  reached  the  consumer  in  the  half-filled  state, 
and  whether  the  honest  export  merchant  resisted  the  temp- 
tation to  prepare  a  judicious  mixture  by  filling  up  the  void 
with  "  finest  Italian  castor  oil "  is  not  recorded.  Perhaps  his 
conscience  was  satisfied  by  the  reflection  that  people  who 
required  copaiba  balsam  were  outside  the  pale  of  human 
sympathy.  If  so,  his  logic  was  not  unlike  that  of  a  brother 
druggist,  who  once  publicly  declared  that  he  did  not  mind 
how  much  such  stuff  as  cubebs  was  adulterated,  for  he  had 
no  sympathy  with  persons  who  contract  the  diseases  requiring 
the  use  of  that  drug. 

A  few  years  ago  some  ingenious  adulterators  discovered  a 
mine  of  lucre  in  the  practice  of  dyeing  red  the  yellow 
calisaya  bark  of  commerce,  and  selling  it  as  genuine  red 
bark  at  many  times  its  value.  But  as  the  confederates  were 
constantly  underselling  one  another,  and  showed  an  undue 
haste  to  collect  the  amount  of  the  invoices,  suspicion  was 
aroused  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  practice.  Peru- 
vian balsam  adulterated  with  various  oils  and  balsam  of  tolu 
mixed  with  rosin  have  been  frequently  offered  by  public 
auction  in  London,  to  the  disgust  of  wholesale  druggists  of 
repute,  who  protested  against  the  sale,  and  who,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  to  their  credit,  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
discourage  such  practices.  In  many  instances  the  drugs 
arrive  here  in  an  impure  condition  from  the  port  of  ship- 
ment ;  but  frequently  the  stress  of  competition,  and  the  fact 
that  many  buyers  are  entirely  indifferent  concerning  the 
quality  of  the  goods  they  purchase  so  long  as  the  price  is  low, 
almost  compels  the  dealer  in  this  country,  if  he  is  to  make 
any  profit  at  all,  to  resort  to  adulteration.  This  generally 
takes  the  form  of  mixing  two  qualities  of  the  same  article, 
or  of  simply  substituting  low-class  goods  for  the  better 
varieties.  The  blame  for  such  practices  must  be  shared  by 
the  purchaser  himself.  If  he  knows— and  with  the  facilities 
afforded  him  by  trade  journals  he  has  no  excuse  for  being 
ignorant  in  this  respect— that  a  certain  drug  in  its  pure  state 
costs,  say,  50s.  per  cwt.  on  the  London  market,  and  in  whole- 
sale quantities,  and  the  article  is  offered  to  him  at  the  very 
same,  or  even  a  lower  price,  in  retail  lots,  he  must  be  aware 
that  his  seller  will  take  the  profit,  denied  to  him  in  a 
legitimate  way,  out  of  the  quality  of  the  article.  The  con- 
sumer, therefore,  should  guard  against  such  practices  by  un- 
grudgingly paying  a  price  which,  while  not  exorbitant,  is 
yet  high  enough  to  enable  him  to  expect  a  pure  article  and  at 
the  same  time  to  recoup  the  wholesale  druggist  his  neces- 
sarily heavy  expenditure  and  leave  a  fair  profit.  Offers  of 
drugs  at  "  impossible  "  prices  and  "  alarming  sacrifices '» 
should  be  shunned,  the  quality  of  the  drugs  bought,  from 
whatsoever  source,  be  subjected  to  a  rigid  examination,  and 
the  motto  "  live  and  let  live  "  be  unhesitatingly  adopted. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  DESIDERATA. 

Full  particulars  concerning  the  exhibition  to  be  held  at 
Brussels  next  year  under  the  title  of  the  "Grand  Concours 
International  des  Sciences  et  de  l'lndustrie  "  are  now  to  hand. 
The  competition  is  divided  into  fifty  classes,  chemical  pro- 
ducts, &c,  being  one  of  these,  and  pharmaceutical  material, 
processes,  and  products  another.  We  have  already  stated 
that  the  committee  to  whom  the  arrangements  for  the  phar- 


maceutical section  have  been  entrusted  is  a  very  influential 
one,  and  that  they  have  drawn  up  an  ambitious  programme 
which  shows  that  they  aim  to  represent  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  pharmacy,  and  to  give  a  history  as  well  as  a  full  and 
universal  representation  of  the  pharmaceutical  art.  We 
understand  that  all  space  is  to  be  charged  for,  and  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  is  to  be  returned  in  honorary 
and  money  prizes,  medals,  &c. 

One  feature  of  this  exhibition  is  that  each  committee  is 
asked  to  sketch  a  list  of  desiderata  towards  which  exhibitors 
are  invited  to  work  up.  It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  indi- 
cate in  what  directions  it  strikes  our  Belgian  confreres  that 
pharmacy  can  be  best  developed.  We  therefore  append  a 
summary  of  the  problems  they  have  set  down  as  neediDg 
solution.  It  is  not  quite  clear  how  some  of  these  "  questions 
proposees  "  are  to  be  settled  or  even  discussed  by  means  of 
this  exhibition  ;  but  it  is  at  any  rate  a  good  plan  to  make  an 
occasional  survey  of  our  weak  points,  as  well  as  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  on  what  we  have  accomplished.  The  first 
subject  suggested  is  the  rather  unexpected,  though  un- 
doubtedly important,  one  of  "  fire-damp,"  its  history  and  the 
means  of  removing  or  at  least  reducing  the  dangers  associated 
with  it.  Next  the  committee  make  an  excursion  into  medical 
subjects,  and  ask  for  the  most  stable,  the  most  economical,  the 
most  easily  administered,  and  generally  the  best  ferruginous 
preparation  for  anaemic  patients.  Extracts,  the  choice  of  the 
menstrua,  the  processes  of  preparation,  characteristics,  estima- 
tion, and  preservation,  are  the  next  subject,  and  then  is  asked 
for  a  retrospective  exposition  demonstrating  the  influence  of 
pharmaceutical  and  chemical  progress  during  the  past 
century  on  medicine.  The  most  suitable  vehicles  for  pharma- 
ceutical products  is  the  next  question,  and  in  solving  this  the 
most  rational  preparation  of  the  medicaments  and  their  pre- 
servation, with  due  regard  to  the  necessities  of  their  absorp- 
tion, are  to  be  considered.  An  inquiry  whether  desiccation 
destroys  or  injures  the  active  principles  of  plants  follows,  and 
then  comes  an  opportunity  for  plenty  of  exhibits  in  a  proposed 
study  of  the  alimentary  and  nutritive  substances  coming 
within  the  domain  of  pharmacy.  Peptones  and  extracts  of 
meat  are  instanced.  Fruit  syrups,  and  the  mode  of  prepara- 
tion, together  with  a  ready  means  for  detecting  those  made 
from  natural  sugar  from  the  falsified  products.  The  history 
of  oleomargarine  is  next  asked  for ;  then  a  collection  of  anti- 
septics, and  lastly,  a  study  of  the  aid  which  the  microscope 
can  furnish  to  pharmacy. 

The  list  of  apparatus  wanted  is  perhaps  more  practical, 
though  it  may  be  the  demands  put  forth  are  a  little  un- 
reasonable. There  are  required  in  pharmacy,  says  this  Bel- 
gian Committee,  (1)  a  simple,  compact,  and  cheap  little 
apparatus  for  sugar-coating  small  quantities  of  pills ;  (2)  a 
rotary  pill-machine,  like  Pindar's,  they  say,  capable  of  turn- 
ing out  batches  of  pills  from  20  upwards  to,  say,  3  kilo- 
grammes per  hour — cost  not  to  exceed  two  pounds  !  (3)  a 
cheap  apparatus  for  evaporation  in  vacuo  ;  (4)  a  spirit  lamp 
with  a  double  air  current,  to  be  superior  to  the  lamp  of 
Berzelius  ;  (5)  a  small  drug-mill,  suitable  for  the  greatest 
number  of  pharmaceutical  purposes,  and  easy  to  take  to 
pieces  and  clean  ;  (6)  a  copper  still  for  an  open  fire,  with  a 
capacity  of  25  litres,  and  price  not  to  exceed  14Z. ;  and  (7)  a 
lozenge-making  machine,  capable  of  making  at  least  one 
kilogramme  of  lozenges,  stamping  them  with  a  name,  and 
not  to  cosv  more  than  4/.  Manufacturers  who  can  fulfil  any 
of  the  requirements  here  set  down  may  find  it  to  their  advan- 
tage to  exhibit  at  Brussels  next  year.  And  if  they  or  any 
other  firms  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  they 
should  apply  either  to  M.  Victor  Reding,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Section,  13  Rue  de  la  Science,  or  to  the 
General  Secretary,  22  Rue  des  Palais,  Brussels. 
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.    ,  We  have  reported  from  time  to  time  the 

Cinchona  pr0gress  -which,  has  been  made  in  the  Nilgiri 
M  cinchona  plantations.     The  latest  accounts 

Madras.  sjj0W  ^at  actual  number  of  trees  on  the 
Government  estates  at  Dodabetta  and  Naddivattam  was 
1,950,345  in  1885-86,  an  increase  of  over  300,000  from  the 
previous  year.  This  increase,  together  with  the  large  revenue 
which  the  Government  is  deriving  from  the  plantations,  has 
caused  complaints  to  be  received  from  private  planters,  who 
have  urged  that,  as  the  investment  of  State  funds  in  these 
estates  had  proved  a  conspicuous  financial  success,  the 
Government  might  now  safely  relieve  itself  of  the  trouble, 
expense,  and  possible  loss  connected  with  extensions,  and 
confine  its  labours  to  securing  the  bark  already  grown  or  in 
growth.  The  Government  reply  is  a  denial  of  the  statement 
that  the  plantations  have  been  extended.  What  has  been  done 
has  been  in  the  way  of  necessary  renewals ;  and  it  is  decided 
to  keep  possession  and  work  the  estates  until  the  Government 
quinologist  shall  have  succeeded  in  turning  out  a  cheap 
febrifuge  for  the  benefit  of  the  fever-stricken  Indian  people  ; 
at  the  same  time,  Government  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to 
sell  any  of  its  surplus  bark,  whatever  effect  that  may  have 
on  market  prices.  This  decision,  which  is  practically  the  same 
as  was  arrived  at  a  year  ago,  when  a  similar  complaint  was 
made,  is  severely  commented  upon  by  those  directly  inte- 
rested in  the  matter ;  but  there  is  little  hope  of  such  magni- 
ficent estates  being  abandoned  by  the  Government,  and,  we 
may  add,  it  would  be  a  pity  if  they  were  in  present  circum- 
stances. 


.       .  The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  will 

Pharmaceu  ^e  ne^  a*  Cincinnati,  commencing  on  Monday, 
tical  "  ^eP*"  ^ — a  week  later  than  the  British  Pharma- 
A«s  iati  n  ceu^ca'-  Conference.  Our  American  brethren 
are  well  known  to  be  thoroughly  practical 
pharmacists,  and  even  at  these  pleasant  annual  gatherings  of 
theirs  they  have  an  eye  to  the  enjoyable,  consequently  they 
show  their  practical  nature  by  publishing  their  entertain- 
ment programme  first.    It  is  this  : — 

Tuesday  Eoening,  Sept.  6. — Complimentary  reception  and 
promenade  concert  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  tendered  to  all 
visiting  members  by  the  druggists  of  Cincinnati. 

Wednesday  Evening,  Sept.  7. — Complimentary  grand  vocal, 
instrumental,  and  organ  concert  at  Music  Hall.  The  great 
organ — the  second  in  size  in  the  world — may  be  heard  to 
excellent  advantage  on  this  occasion.  The  concert  will  be 
given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Apollo  Club,  a  perfected, 
trained  chorus  of  forty  male  voices. 

Thursday  Evening,  Sept.  8. — Entertainment  to  be  provided 
by  the  committee. 

Friday,  Sept.  9. — Carnage  drive  through  the  city  and 
suburbs,  visiting  Eden  Park,  the  "  West,"  Museum  of  Art, 
Walnut  Hills,  Avondale  and  Clifton,  ending  at  the  Zoological 
Garden  with  a  banquet.    [Curious,  this  latter  arrangement.] 

Special  attention  is  given  by  the  committee  to  the  comfort 
of  the  ladies. 


American  "  A  1uest*on  °*  n0  inconsiderable  importance, 
view  of  the  aD(^  of  esPecial  importance  to  druggists  in 
Minor  Illinois,  in  view  of  the  result  of  the  last  State 
examination,"  says  Tlie  Western  Druggist,  "  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Fletcher  at  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  A  resolution  was  offered  protesting 
against  the  right  of  any  one  examiner  to  reject  a  candidate 
for  examination  because  lacking  in  that  particular  examiner's 
branch.  In  the  very  first  subject,  the  examination  in  dis- 
pensing, a  candidate  was  rejected  for  failing  in  preparing 
satisfactorily  half  a  dozen  pepsin  pills — that  is,  the  pills  were 
too  soft — and  he  was  peremptorily  excused  from  further  pro- 
secuting the  examination  in  the  other  and  more  important 
branches.  Such  action  lodges  the  power,  intended  by  the 
law  to  be  exercised  by  the  board  as  a  corporate  body,  in  the 
hands  of  an  individual,  who  may,  from  ignorance,  prejudice, 
or  other  esoteric  motives,  wilfully  or  accidentally  deprive  the 
candidate  of  a  fair  trial  of  demonstrating  his  knowledge  or 
skill  to  the  extent  of  virtual  disfranchisement  of  his  rights 
or  privileges  under  the  law.  The  instance  in  Illinois,  where, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  rule  that  an  average  below  30  per  cent. 


should  debar  such  candidate  from  registration,  no  matter 
how  high  the  standing  attained  in  the  other  branches,  while 
clearly  in  contravention  of  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the 
law  constituting  the  board  of  examiners,  was  not  such  a 
flagrant  violation  of  principles  as  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fletcher, 
who  was  so  unceremoniously  squelched  by  their  majesties  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
Such  action  in  this  country  would  soon  leave  the  examiners 
without  anyone  to  examine.  In  the  United  States  no  such 
devotion  to  red-tape  would  be  tolerated. 


Dru^s  in  ^e  ^ew  ^0T^  World  has  been  employing  a 
New  York  cnemis'i>  Dr.  Love,  and  his  analyses  published 
in  the  paper  have  created  some  interest,  if  not 
sensation.  Foods  and  liquors  having  been  disposed  of,  drugs 
are  the  subject  of  the  latest  report,  and  it  is  considered  that 
these  come  out  worse  than  either  of  the  previous  subjects. 
Keports  of  75  purchases  are  published,  and  the  World  con- 
siders that  40  per  cent,  of  the  samples  are  inferior  or  adul- 
terated, and  of  course  from  that  text  preaches  a  very  tall 
homily.  From  the  actual  report  before  us  we  find  no  ground 
for  the  statement.  Out  of  the  75  samples  reported  upon 
fully  50  are  described  as  of  excellent,  good,  or  fair  quality. 
There  are  a  few  cases  such  as  "  Subnitrate  of  bismuth.  This 
is  of  the  requirsd  quality,  except  traces  of  sulphates  and 
chlorides,"  and  the  commentator  has  probably  reckoned  this 
as  an  adulterated  sample.  But  counting  in  all  such  we  fail 
to  see  how  he  gets  his  40  per  cent.  Dr.  Love  is  much  more 
reasonable  in  his  remarks  than  the  newspaper  man.  He  says 
the  samples  of  drugs  submitted  to  him  showed  but  little 
adulteration.  With  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  pinkroot 
there  was  no  case  of  substitution  discovered,  and  it  is  possible 
that  this  sample  was  sold  by  mistake.  Oil  of  wintergreen 
and  solution  of  citrate  of  magnesia,  in  which  the  substitution 
of  a  cheaper  article  was  rather  expected,  were  found  to  be 
genuine.  Oil  of  sassafras  is  sometimes  used,  it  is  stated,  to 
adulterate  oil  of  wintergreen,  and  occasionally  a  solution  of 
tartrate  of  potassium  is  labelled  and  sold  for  citrate  of  mag- 
nesia. A  number  of  samples  showed  carelessness  in  manufac- 
ture or  collection,  and  did  not  conform  in  all  respects  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in  a  few  cases  drugs  of 
an  inferior  quality  were  found.  The  most  notable  cases  were 
one  of  ipecac,  in  which  the  medicinal  portion  of  the  drug  had 
entirely  disappeared  ;  senna,  which  containe  1  decayed  leaves 
possessing  no  value ;  gentian,  loDg  kept  and  wormeaten ; 
taraxacum,  aconite,  and  rhubarb,  inferior  specimens  when 
gathered.  The  most  important  adulteration  discovered  was 
in  the  tinctures  of  nux  vomica  and  opium — articles  over  which 
the  retail  druggist  has  absolute  control.  These  were  found 
to  be  below  the  Pharmacopoeia  standard,  and  had  probably 
been  prepared  from  drugs  not  up  to  the  official  assay.  We 
append  a  specimen  of  the  style  in  which  the  investigation  is 
reported  : — 

No.  338.  C.  F.  Doherr,  256  Ninth  Avenue. — Sample  of  taraxacum  root ; 
good  quality. 

No.  342.  J.  H.  Harrison,  322  Ninth  Avenue. — Sample  o£  laudanum ; 
deficient  in  strength.  The  powdered  opium  used  contained  9-24  per  cent, 
of  morphine,  instead  of  12  to  16  per  cent.,  as  required  by  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

No.  347.   F.  G.  Werner,  439  Ninth  Avenue  Sample  of  belladonna  root, 

of  fair  quality. 

No.  353.  —  Booth,  537  Ninth  Avenue.— Sample  of  cantharides ;  good 
quality. 

No.  359.   J.  K.  Oats,  658  Ninth  Avenue. — Sample  of  ergot ;  good  quality. 

No.  364.  —  Wisknoski,  723  Ninth  Avenue.— Sample  of  gentian  root; 
inferior  quality.    Contains  a  small  amount  of  adventitious  matter. 

No.  365.  E.  Vandenhenden,  755  Ninth  Avenue. — Oil  of  wintergreen ; 
genuine. 

No.  368.  Jones's  Pharmacy,  787  Ninth  Avenue.— Tincture  of  nux  vomica. 
This  sample-  is  deficient  in  strength.  Instead  of  2  parts  of  dry  extract  in 
100  parts  of  tincture,  as  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  it  contains  only 
1-194  parts. 

No.  373.  L.  Graumann,  841  Ninth  Avenue. — Sample  of  glycerine.  Con- 
tains heavy  traces  of  sulphuric  acid  ;  otherwise  it  conforms  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

No.  381.  J.  Wimmer,  2187  Third  Avenue. — Tincture  of  nux  vomica. 
This  is  of  the  full  strength  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

No.  387.  Engelhard  &  Huber,  2126  Third  Avenue. — Bicarbonate  of  soda 
This  is  somewhat  below  the  standard  strength,  and  contains  an  excess  of 
sulphates. 
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Kestkaint  of  Trade. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
July  8,  before  Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  a  curious  question,  involving 
the  legality  of  the  regulations  of  a  trade  association,  was  raised 
in  the  case  of  the  Mineral  Water  Bottle  Exchange  and  Trade 
Protection  Society  (Limited)  and  J.  Cox  v.  Booth  &  Co.  The 
plaintiffs  applied  for  an  interim  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  employing  as  traveller  or  carman  or  outdoor 
employe  a  carman  who  had  just  quitted  the  service  of  the 
plaintiff  James  Cox.  It  appeared  that  both  Cox  and  the 
defendants  were  mineral  water  vendors  and  members  of  the 
Mineral  Water  Bottle  Exchange  and  Trade  Protection  Society. 
Among  the  rules  of  the  society  was  one  that  no  member 
should  employ  any  traveller,  carman,  or  outdoor  employe  who 
had  left  the  service  of  another  member  without  the  consent 
in  writing  of  his  late  employer  until  after  the  expiration  of 
two  years  from  his  leaving  such  service.  The  number  of 
members  of  the  plaintiff  society  was  limited  to  500,  and  the 
number  of  existing  members  at  the  present  time  was  179, 
including  mineral  water  vendors  with  places  of  business  all 
over  the  metropolitan  area,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  British 
Isles,  and,  as  was  stated  in  one  instance,  even  in  New  South 
Wales.  It  was  submitted  by  the  defendants  that  the  rule  in 
question  was  against  public  policy  as  being  an  unfair  restraint 
on  trade,  and  that  the  plaintiff  society  was  a  trade  union 
within  the  Trade  Unions  Acts  of  1871  and  1876,  and,  that 
being  so,  that  the  agreement  contained  in  the  rule  in  question 
was  not  enforceable  at  law. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty  held  that  the  rule  was  an  unreasonable 
restraint  on  trade.  It  was  an  agreement,  not  between  the 
employer  and  the  employed,  but  between  employers  only. 
The  number  of  the  society's  members  and  their  field  of 
business  was  practically  unlimited.  He  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the  society  was  a  trade  union  within  the  Trade  Unions 
Acts.    He  dismissed  the  motion  with  costs. 


BANKEUPTCY  REPORT. 


Re  John  Jas.  Whatley,  2  Talbot  Place,  Blackheath, 
Colonial  Broker. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  under  the  failure  of  this 
debtor,  whose  mysterious  disappearance  has  recently  been 
commented  upon  in  the  newspapers,  was  held  before  Mr. 
Wildy,  Assistant  Eeceiver,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court, 
on  July  8.  The  debtor  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  What- 
ley &  Co.,  brokers,  of  Fenchurch  Street,  and  recently  sailed 
in  his  yacht  to  Holland,  returning  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames,  since  which  he  has  not  been  heard  of.  The  re- 
ceiving order  was  made  on  June  27,  and  from  an  examination 
filed  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Whatley  it  appears  that  the  debtor  left 
business  for  the  last  time  on  May  27,  and  he  had  commu- 
nicated with  the  firm  by  telegram  on  June  7.  From  1880  to 
1886  the  debtor  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Hicks,  of  Mincing 
Lane,  and  the  partnership  was  dissolved  at  Midsummer  of 
the  latter  year.  The  debts  are  not  known,  but  the  assets  are 
put  down  at  600£.  The  debtor's  yacht  is  one  of  50  tons. 
She  is  said  to  be  an  old  boat,  having  been  built  in  1850, 
and  is  valued  for  realisation  at  about  160Z.  The  chair- 
man said  that  in  this  case,  as  they  were  all  aware,  the  debtor 
had  suddenly  disappeared,  but  he  was  not  at  present  pre- 
pared to  say  how.  The  debtor  left  the  yacht  in  his  dinghy 
to  go,  as  he  said,  to  his  club  on  shore,  but  the  dinghy  was 
afterwards  picked  up  in  the  river  with  the  cork  out,  and  it 
was  evidently  intended  that  it  should  appear  as  if  the  debtor 
had  been  drowned.  The  captain  of  the  yacht,  however, 
states  that  the  debtor  was  far  too  good  a  swimmer  to  be 
drowned  in  the  river,  and  he  (the  Keceiver)  had  since  heard 
that  the  debtor  was  subsequently  seen  at  the  railway  station, 
where  it  was  believed  he  took  a  ticket  for  London.  He  had 
no  further  evidence  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  debtor, 
and  the  matter  remained  in  that  position.  Some  short  dis- 
cussion took  place  as  to  the  course  which  should  be  taken 
for  the  protection  of  the  estate,  and  ultimately  it  was  resolved 
that  Mr.  Arthur  Cooper,  George  Street,  Mansion  House, 
accountant,  should  be  appointed  trustee  of  the  estate,  the 
Official  Receiver  actiDg  as  the  committee  of  inspection. 


^personalities. 


The  will  of  Miss  Maria  Beaumont,  late  of  122  Albion 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  daughter  of  one  of  the  former  part- 
ners in  the  Corbyn  firm,  has  been  proved  at  over  62,000/!. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Perkins,  jun.,  of  Owens  College,  Manchester, 
has  been  elected  by  the  Heriot  Trustees  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try in  the  Heriot  Watt  College,  Edinburgh.  He  had  a 
majority  of  only  three  votes  over  Mr.Nicoll,  of  Mason  College,, 
Manchester. 


NEW  COMPANY. 


Roy  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  capital 
15,000^.,  in  11.  shares.  Object,  the  conversion  to  a  company 
of  the  business  of  chemical  food  manufacturer  carried  on  by 
Arthur  Henry  Ponsonby,  sen.,  at  lA  Mount  Grove,  Highbury. 


MARRIAGES. 

[Notices  of  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  inserted  free  if  sent 
Kith  projper  authentication.'] 

Griffin — Hutchins.— On  July  12,  at  Summer  Hill  Wes- 
leyan  Chapel,  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Marris,  Joseph  Thomas 
Griffin,  chemist,  of  Monument  Road,  to  Mary  Ann  Hutchins, 
of  Bath  Row,  both  of  Birmingham. 

Scatliff — Barclay.— On  July  6,  at  Moseley,  Birming- 
ham, Philip  Melancthon  Scatliff,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.R.C.P.,. 
Lond.,  of  St.  Elmo,  Melford  Road,  Forest  Hill,  London,  third 
surviving  son  of  the  late^John  .Parr  Scatliff,  M.D.,  of  Sloane 
Street  and  Clapham  Common,  to  Jane  Elizabeth  Jaques 
(Jennie),  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Councillor  Barclay,  of  Lons- 
dale House,  Moseley,  Birmingham. 

Webb — Bush. — On  July  7,  at  St.  Stephens,  South  Dulwich, 
by  the  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  B.D.,  Vicar  of  St.  Paul's,  Forest 
Hill,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Smith,  B.A.,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Meek  Clark,  M.A ,  the  Vicar,  Richard  Frederick  Webb, 
solicitor,  of  North  Frith,  Forest  Hill,  and  Aldersgate,  to  Eliza- 
beth Harriette  (Lizzie),  second  daughter  of  William  John 
Bush,  of  Thornleigh,  Sydenham  Hill,  and  Bishopsgate. 


DEATHS. 

BOWMAN. — At  11  Pilrig  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  July  3,  very 
suddenly,  Margaret  Gibson  Harris,  wife  of  John  Bowman, 
Leith,  chemist. 

Brearey. — On  June  30,  Mr.  William  Arthur  Brearey, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.    Aged  70. 

Cole. — On  July  10,  at  midnight,  Frederic  A.  Cole,  chemist 
and  druggist,  33  St.  Botolph  Street,  Colchester,  in  his  51st 
year,  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Hodgkinson. — On  July  8,  at  11  Cross  Cheaping,  Coventry, 
George  Hodgkinson,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  49. 


Drugs  for  Mexico. — On  July  1  a  new  Customs  Tariff 
came  into  force  in  Mexico  based  on  somewhat  less  reaction- 
ary principles  than  the  previous  one,  under  which  import 
duties  equal  to  200  per  cent,  ad  valorem  were  imposed  on 
several  articles,  but  still  highly  protective.  In  the  new  tariff 
a  large  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  duties  on  drugs  and 
medicines,  but  in  many  cases  they  still  remain  extravagantly 
high — for  instance,  on  alkaloids  and  their  salts  not  specified 
(431)  #15  per  kilo.  The  effect  of  these  high  duties  on- 
medicines,  says  the  British  Consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  is  that  the 
poor  are  often  unable  to  obtain  proper  medicines,  and  have- 
to  content  themselves  with  cheaper  substitutes ;  and  that 
drugs  and  medicines  are  extensively  smuggled,  especially 
those  that  are  taxed  most  heavily,  the  exchequer  thus  actu- 
ally obtaining  less  revenue  from  the  high  duties  than  it 
would  from  a  moderate  impost. 


July  16,  1887.] 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST. 


7S 


Jfflteijgit  antr  Colonial. 


Compulsory  Cremation.— By  Imperial  decree  cremation 
has  been  made  compulsory  in  Brazil  in  cases  of  death  from 
yellow  fever.  The  cost  of  the  crematorium  and  all  other  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  cremation  of  the  bodies  is  to  be 
paid  by  the  community. 

Japanese  Peppermint  in  America. — Mr.  J.  W.  Col- 
cord,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  U.S.A.,  commenced  the  cultivation  of 
Japanese  peppermint  in  June,  1885,  with  50  plants.  In 
August  of  the  following  year  they  yielded  him  a  crop  of 
25  lbs.  of  leaves,  and  another  crop  in  October.  As  the 
result  of  the  two  years'  cultivation  Mr.  Colcord  has  now 
several  thousand  plants. 

A  New  Austrian  Pharmacopoeia. — As  nearly  twenty 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  Austrian  Pharmacopoeia  was 
revised,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  appointed  a  com- 
mission of  physicians  and  pharmacologists  to  prepare  a  new 
edition.  The  Pharmacopoeia  will  contain  many  substances 
new  to  it,  such  as  nitrite  of  amyl,  antipyrin,  chrysarobin, 
cocaine,  menthol,  vaseline,  thymol,  hydrochlorate  of  pilo- 
carpine, &c. 

Opium-smuggling  in  America. — A  man  named  George 
Connor,  who  arrived  from  China,  was  arrested  by  the  cus- 
toms officers  at  San  Francisco  on  June  15.  His  trunks  were 
found  packed  with  opium  to  the  value  of  $3,000,  and  on  him 
was  found  a  letter  written  in  Chinese,  and  supposed  to  con- 
tain instructions  from  a  Hong  Kong  Chinese  syndicate.  The 
detectives  believe  that  Connor  is  the  agent  of  a  great  opium- 
smuggling  ring. 

Cashew  and  Velvet  Tamarind. — The  secretary  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  (West  African  Settlements)  Botanical  Society 
states  that  the  export  trade  in  two  of  the  fruits  of  the  colony 
viz.,  cashew  and  velvet  tamarind,  is  likely  to  gain  a  new 
impetus,  for  the  stone  of  the  cashew  is  in  great  demand  in 
Germany,  where  it  is  used  in  confectionery  and  is  sold  there 
at  9s.  a  cwt.,  though  in  Sierra  Leone  it  is  only  thrown  on  the 
dust  heap.  Velvet  tamarind  is  being  somewhat  extensively 
used  in  pharmacy  in  France.  The  knowledge  of  the  demand 
for  these  fruits  in  Europe  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  infuse 
activity  in  their  cultivation,  and  in  their  export. 

The  German  Chemical  Industry. — A  general  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Chemical  Manufacturers  in  Mannheim 
was  held  on  June  30,  to  consider  a  comprehensive  plan  of 
reorganisation.  The  society,  which  has  a  capital  of  191,000Z. 
in  shares,  and  110,000Z.  in  bonds,  controls  five  factories,  and 
is,  moreover,  principally  concerned  in  the  Duisburg  copper 
mines.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  conjuncture  for  the 
principal  product  of  the  company,  namely  soda  prepared  on 
the  old  system,  is  at  present  an  unfavourable  one,  the 
establishment  some  years  ago  of  a  private  aniline  manufac- 
tory for  workirjg  up  wastes  proved  the  source  of  considerable 
losses. — KvJilom's. 

South  American  Cinnamon. — At  the  exhibition  of 
South  American  products  held  at  Berlin  in  the  early  part  of 
this  j  ear,  some  cinnamon  bark  was  exhibited,  which  Pro- 
fessor Tschirch  considered  fully  equal  in  aroma  and  sweet 
taste  to  the  Ceylon  cinnamon.  It  was  in  pieces  about 
2  inches  broad  and  |  inch  thick.  The  essential  oil  prepared 
from  it  by  Tschirch  could  not  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
the  Ceylon  bark,  though  the  yield  was  inferior.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  pieces  are  taken  from  older  branches, 
which  have  a  bark  rich  in  stone-cells  and  therefore  poorer  in 
oil-cells.  It  is  very  low  in  price  and  should  have  a  pro- 
mising future.  It  was  exhibited  by  Guimares  &  Valente  of 
Pernambuco. 

Chemico-Legal  Analyses  in  Cuba.— The  Koyal  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  of  Havana  has  presented  a  memorial  to 
the  Governor  General  of  Cuba,  calling  his  attention  to  the 
extremely  unsatisfactory  and  expensive  way  in  which 
chemical  analyses  for  medico-legal  purposes  are  now  carried 
out  in  the  island,  and  praying  that  steps  may  be  taken  to 
establish  an  institute  of  chemico-legal  examinations  similar 
to  the  institutes  recently  established  in  Spain.  The  analyses 
are  made  by  pharmacists  and  cost  the  State  about  $90,000 


annually,  but  this  is  increasing.  The  Academy  suggests  that 
a  central  institute  would  easily  be  maintained  for  about 
$12,000  a  year,  and  the  Lancet,  in  reporting  the  matter,  puts 
forward  Somerset  House  Laboratory  as  a  model. 

Disinfecting  Disinfectants. — The  absurd  lengths  to 
which  the  Portuguese  authorities  carry  their  quarantine  re- 
gulations is  amusingly  illustrated  in  a  report  from  Lisbon. 
A  long  list  of  goods  are  scheduled  as  "  susceptible  "  cargo,  but 
in  times  of  panic  all  cargo  comes  under  this  category,  and  in 
1884,  during  the  cholera  scare  in  Southern  Europe,  a  shipment 
of  disinfectants  brought  by  an  English  ship  in  quarantine  were 
taken  out  of  her  and  disinfected.  The  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment retains  an  absolute  discretion  in  all  matters  connected 
with  the  public  health,  and  in  times  of  epidemic  entirely 
supersedes  all  the  ordinary  quarantine  regulations,  strict  as 
these  are.  The  system  is  declared  to  be  most  vexatious,  and 
affects  shipping  and  trade  most  prejudicially. 

A  Curious  Poisoning  Case. — The  New  York  World 
reports  from  Nashville  that  an  old  man,  very  much  addicted 
to  jokirjg,  went  into  a  drug  shop  and  said  to  the  assistant: 
"  I'm  tired  of  living ;  what  will  kill  me  ? "  The  assistant, 
who  was  measuring  tincture  of  aconite,  said  :  "  Here's  some- 
thing that  will  kill  you  mighty  quick — aconite — if  you  drink 
enough."  "  All  right,"  said  the  old  man,  "  get  me  some- 
thing to  drink  it-out  of."  The  assistant  poured  out  an  ounce 
measureful,  and  said  :  "  All  right ;  here  she  is."  He  did  not 
notice  the  man,  who  took  it  up  and  drank  it.  Looking  up  a 
moment  later,  and  seeing  the  empty  glass,  he  said :  "  My 
God!  Did  you  drink  that  ?  "  "  Yes,"  was  the  reply.  "  Thea 
you'll  die,"  said  the  assistant,  and  rushed  off  for  help.  Six  or 
seven  physicians  were  summoned,  and  did  all  they  could,  but 
it  was  too  late.  The  unfortunate  victim  said  he  had  no  idea 
of  killing  himself,  and  no  idea  that  the  glass  contained 
poison.  His  wife  and  two  grown  sons  were  called,  and  were 
with  him  when  he  died. 

How  Nutmegs  are  Sold. — Down  in  the  cellar  of  a 
Water  Street  warehouse  a  man  was  shovelling  nutmegs  into  a 
coarse  sieve  and  rattling  away  like  a  frugal  housekeeper  with, 
an  ash-sieve. 

"  What's  the  matter  with  them  ?  "  asked  a  reporter. 

" Nothing,"  answered  the  performer.  "Don't  you  see  I'm 
only  grading  them  ? " 

"  Won't  the  grocer  charge  more  for  a  big  nutmeg  than  for 
a  little  one  ?  " 

"Well,  right  here  in  these  boxes  the  nuts  are  just  as  they 
came  from  Singapore  and  Batavia.  They  are  what  the  trade 
calls  110's — that  is,  110  to  the  pound — and  that  is  the  way  this 
firm  bought  'em  ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  110's  average  better 
than  that,  and  it  pays  us  to  pick  out  the  big  ones  and  sell 
them  separate — see  ?  The  largest  nuts  run  about  70  to  the 
pound,  but  there  are  some  feather-weights  that  go  10  to  the 
ounce." 

"  What  makes  them  look  so  white  ?  " 

"  Lime.  It  was  shaken  over  them  when  they  were  packed 
for  shipment.  It  keeps  them  fresh,  and  it  weighs  something, 
too.  When  you  buy  nutmegs  in  the  East  each  one  of  these 
boxes  goes  for  half  a  picul.  But  the  New  York  jobber  takes 
very  little  for  granted  when  he  puts  his  money  into  merchan- 
dise that  has  sailed  as  far  as  those  nuts  have.  Every  box  of 
them  has  got  to  be  weighed  on  the  Yankee  beam,  and  on 
freedom's  own  soil,  too;  and,  what  is  more,  10  per  cent,  of 
every  parcel  must  be  tared  before  the  jobber  lets  go  of  his 
silver  dollars.  Foreign  weights  must  be  naturalised,  like  the 
foreigner  himself,  before  we  take  much  stock  in  them.  Nut- 
megs that  average  110  to  the  pound  cost  us  about  half  a  cent 
apiece,  but  before  they  get  to  the  snowy  head  of  a  milk 
punch,  or  into  the  inner  richness  of  a  rice  pudding,  they  cost 
the  consumer  two  or  three  cents  each.  Formerly  Singapore- 
used  to  have  the  lead  on  Batavia  for  nutmegs,  but  now 
honours  are  easy.  Nutmeg  immigrants  from  the  latter  port 
usually  call  at  the  Dutch  paternal  home  in  Rotterdam  and 
then  take  a  steamer  hence;  but  the  Singapore  variety,  true 
to  natural  instinct,  general  ly  crops  in  at  London  to  see  the 
old  folks  before  winding  up  at  the  foot  of  Dover  Street, 
New  York.  The  direct  steamers  all  berth  on  the  East  River 
side,  and  discharge  their  cargo  of  aromatic  exiles  amid  the 
faded  glories  of  Cherry  Hill.  Lots  of  pretty  girls  wear  a. 
nutmeg  around  their  necks  as  a  charm  against  sickness.  It 
is  to  them  like  a  scapular  to  the  pious  or  the  face  of  the 
beloved  to  the  love-lorn  maid. —  O.  P.  <5-  D.  Rep. 
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Cubes  foe  Colds. — Eecently  the  subject  of  checking  the 
development  of  common  colds  has  been  discussed  by  several 
physicians  in  medical  journal.  Amongst  the  remedies  re- 
commended are  the  following : — 

Qninina?  sulpliatis    .    gr.  xviij. 

Liquoris  arsenicalis  "Ixij. 

„  atropine   

Extracti  gentians   gr.  si, 

Pulveris  gummi  aeaoiae,  q.s.  ut  fiant  pilulse  xij. 

Dr.  Whelan,  who  suggests  this  formula,  states  that  at  starting 
one  pill  should  be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours,  and  later 
on  every  six  hours,  and  he  believes  that  if  a  catarrhal  subject 
has  a  box  of  these  pills  always  at  hand  he  will  almost  in- 
variably succeed  in  aborting  a  cold. 

At  the  very  outset  of  the  attack  Dr.  Leonard  W.  Sedgwick 
gives  the  following  mixture  : — 

Liq.  morphine  aeet,  »«  •  •  "130 
Liq.  ammon.  acet.  ..       •>  5vj, 

Spir.  chloroform         ..   !j. 

Aq.  camph.  ad   ..       „       . »       •>       .»  Jvj. 

Hisce. 

A  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  two 
tablcspoonfuls  at  bedtime. 

If  there  be  an  irritable  dry  cough,  one  drop  of  ipecacuanha 
wine  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water  should  be  given  four  or  five 
times  in  the  day.  Two  days  of  this  treatment  destroys  most 
colds,  and  the  cure  is  confirmed  by  a  grain  of  quinine  taken 
dry  on  the  tongue  in  the  forenoon  of  the  two  or  three  days 
following. 

Physiological  Action  of  Ulexine. — Ulexine,  the  alka- 
loid which  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard  last  year  discovered  in  furze 
seeds,  has  recently  been  the  subject  of  experiments  in  the 
laboratory  of  Professor  Vulpian.  Dr.  Pinet,  the  experimenter, 
used  the  hydrochlorate  of  the  alkaloid,  and  the  results  have 
been  communicated  to  Archiv.  de  Pliysiol.  The  convulsions 
produced  by  ulexine  much  resemble  those  caused  by  nicotine. 
They  begin  within  three  minutes  after  hypodermic  adminis- 
tration ;  after  from  five  to  seven  minutes  the  animal  is  semi- 
comatose, respiratory  motions  cease  but  the  cardiac  beatings 
persist.  Ulexine  appears  to  affect,  not  the  muscular,  but  the 
nervous  system,  beginning  with  the  central  and  ending  with 
the  peripheric  nervous  system.  In  toxic  doses  the  alkaloid 
produces  deep  sleep,  in  the  course  of  which  the  animal  dies. 
Dr.  Pinet  does  not  find  the  alkaloid  to  be  a  local  anaesthetic, 
and  in  other  respects  his  results  differ  from  those  of  English 
investigators.  Nor  does  he  find  the  alkaloid  to  have  any 
beneficial  effect  in  strychnine-poisoning,  a  purpose  for  which 
its  narcotic  properties  appeared  to  recommend  it. 

[We  may  state  that  Mr.  Gerrard  has  informed  us  that 
ulexine  promises  to  be  an  excellent  diuretic,  and  far  more 
beneficial  as  such  than  digitalin  and  sparteine.] 

Echinacea  Augustifolia  is  a  plant  found  growing  in 
prairies  and  marshes,  from  Missouri  to  Texas,  U.S.A.,  and  is 
known  as  Narrow-leaved  Cone-flower,  Slack  Sampson,  &c. 
It  has  been  introduced  into  eclectic  materia  medica  by  Dr. 
H.  C.  F.  Meyer,  who  claims  that  the  root  is  a  "  blood- 
purifier,"  an  antiseptic  for  internal  and  external  use,  superior 
to  any  now  known  to  the  medical  world,  and  that  he  has 
successfully  administered  it  in  disorders  of  the  stomach, 
cholera  infantum,  cholera  morbus,  intermittent,  remittent, 
congestive,  and  typhoid  fevers,  spasmodic  affections,  small 
pox,  measles,  boils,  carbuncles,  ulcerated  sore  throat,  ulcers 
of  the  extremities,  &c.  In  malarial  troubles  it  has  no  superior. 
Twenty-five  drops  of  the  tincture  injected  into  the  rectum  in 
cases  of  hemorrhoids,  repeating  the  injections  three  times 
per  day,  will  promptly  effect  a  cure.  The  medicine  is  also 
prompt  and  efficacious  in  stings  from  bees,  wasps,  &c,  as  well 
as  in  poisoning  by  contact  with  certain  vegetables,  one  or 
two  doses  effecting  recovery. 

Belief  foe  Moephio-maniacs. — An  American  physician 
has  remarked  that  the  difficulty  which  occurs  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  a  cure  of  the  morphine  habit  is  that  the  con- 
venient time  never  comes  to  the  morphio-maniac,  and  when 
without  outside  aid  he  tries  to  break  it  off,  he  is  horror- 
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stricken  at  finding  on  attempting  to  forego  his  usual  dose  he 
is  plunged  into  suffering  a  thousand  times  worse  than  the 
original  disease,  and  unless  endowed  with  an  unusually  strong 
will  power  he  flies  back  to  the  drug  as  at  least  a  temporary 
harbour  of  safety.  If  we  may  judge  from  a  paper  commu- 
nicated by  Dr.  Oscar  Jennings  to  a  Parisian  Medical  Society 
{Lancet,  page  1,278),  this  difficulty  referred  to  may  be  over- 
come by  legitimate  therapeutic  means.  Dr.  Jennings  has 
previously  discussed  the  mechanism,  and  has  shown  that  at 
the  time  the  craving  manifests  itself,  a  certain  condition  of 
the  circulation  arises  which  is  counteracted  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  morphine.  Along  with  Professor  Ball  he  en- 
deavoured to  find  a  substance  which  would  have  the  same 
effect  as  morphine,  and  this  he  found  in  sparteine,  while 
nitroglycerine  also  had  a  temporary  effect  in  alleviating  the 
craving.  Further  experience  confirms  these  opinions;  and 
Dr.  Jennings,  in  the  communication  referred  to,  gives  notes 
and  cases,  with  sphygmograms  illustrating  them.  The  latter 
shows  that  sparteine  has  an  effect  upon  the  pulse  very  similar 
to  morphine,  and  nitroglycerine  has  generally  an  effect 
almost  equally  good.  One  patient  who  had  taken  morphine 
for  seven  years,  latterly  to  the  extent  of  8  grains  per  day, 
got  2  grains  of  sparteine  per  day,  and  this,  with  occasional 
faradisation,  cured  him  of  the  craving  in  three  weeks.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  cases  treated  was  that  of  a  young 
medical  man  accustomed  to  take  (hypodermically)  12  grains 
of  morphine  per  day.  He  tried  antipyrin,  but  it  entirely 
failed  to  relieve  the  craving.  Nitroglycerine  was  tried, 
and  this,  he  says,  gave  the  greatest  relief.  "  In  a  state  of 
craving,  at  the  time  of  his  worst  sufferings,  two  or  three  drops, 
taken  every  three  or  four  hours,  sufficed  to  remove  all  agitation 
and  restlessness,  and  perhaps  also  perspiration.  As  regards 
the  nitro-glycerine  he  found  its  action  increased  progres- 
sively. He  tried  the  tablets  of  nitro-glycerine,  which  had 
the  same  effect  as  the  solution,  and  a  single  tablet  was 
sufficient  to  congest  the  brain,  and  so  procure  a  mild  and 
pleasant  intoxication  resembling  that  of  morphia."  Some- 
times nitroglycerine  alone,  at  others  sparteine  alone,  and  at 
others  both  produced  the  beneficial  results.  Dr.  Jennings  thus 
sums  up  his  results  : — "  The  morphia  craving  is  a  complex 
suffering,  at  the  same  time  cerebral  and  peripheral,  each 
factor  of  which  can  be  relieved  by  appropriate  treatment. 
The  organic  distress  may  be  soothed  by  sparteine,  which  re- 
covers the  heart  in  the  same  way  as  a  hypodermic  injection 
of  morphia.  The  cerebral  craving  (or  yearning),  often  the 
more  painful  of  the  two,  corresponds  to  a  want  of  habitual 
congestion.  This  can  be  arrested  by  nitro-glycerine,  which 
gives  rise  to  the  same  kind  of  sensation  in  the  morphia 
habitue  deprived  of  his  stimulant  as  the  hypodermic  injec- 
tion." 

The  Uses  of  Salol. — Dr.  Otto  Seifert,  of  Wiirzburg,  has 
tried  salol  in  the  treatment  of  various  affections  of  the 
mouth,  nostrils,  and  larynx.  The  preparation  used  was  a 
spirituous  solution  prepared  by  dissolving  6  parts  of  salol  in 
100  parts  of  rectified  spirit.  Of  this  one  teaspoonful  in  a 
glassful  of  warm  water  was  used  as  a  mouth-wash  and 
gargle,  and  this  proved  very  useful  in  stomatitis,  ulceration 
of  the  mouth  and  pharynx,  in  angina  accompanied  by  strong 
fetor,  and  in  chronic  diphtheria  in  proved  more  serviceable 
than  potassium  chlorate  and  salicylic  acid.  Dr.  Sahli  also 
speaks  favourably  of  salol  in  similar  disorders,  and  gives  the 
following  formula  for  a 

Salol  Mouth-wash. 

Parts 

01.  men  11 1.  pip.    . .    5 

Caryophyllse  ..   10 

Cort.  cinnam.  contus.    . .   10 

Fmct.  anisi  stellat  10 

S.V.R  1,000 

Cocci  pulv.    . .  5 

Digest  for  a  week  and  filter.    Dissolve  in  the 
filtered  liquor 
Salol  puriss.    ..       ...  25 

Sufficient  of  this  should  be  added  to  a  glassful  of  water  to 
give  a  strong  milky  appearance  to  the  water.  Thirty  drops 
are  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 


Vanillin  has  been  artificially  prepared  by  Landsberg  from 
metachloropara-nitro-benzaldehyde. 
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Note  to  Retail  Buyers : — It  should  he  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net 
cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk. 
In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods 
must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the 
retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation 
of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for  manu- 
facturing purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range 
of  quality  is  very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  July  14. 

THE  changes  in  the  drug  and  chemical  markets  during 
the  week  have  not  been  very  striking.  The  demand 
for  Tartaric  acid  is  said  to  have  been  so  excessive  of  late 
that  makers  are  not  able  to  guarantee  immediate  delivery, 
and  what  parcels  of  foreign  have  been  on  the  market  have 
been  readily  bought  at  some  advance ;  Is.  Id.  has  been  paid 
for  foreign  crystals.  For  Cream  of  tartar  to  arrive  in 
August  127s.  is  asked.  An  advance  of  2s.  6d.  has 
been  established  in  Quicksilver,  due  it  is  said  to  a 
great  Chinese  demand  for  vermilion  in  anticipation 
of  the  Emperor's  marriage.  Opium  is  becoming  very  firm 
indeed,  but  the  London  market  is  still  below  that  of  Smyrna. 
Latest  reports  indicate  that  the  crop  will  not  reach  even  the 
2,000  cases  last  estimated,  and  it  is  further  stated  that  the 
Persian  crop  is  also  a  very  poor  one,  and  will  afford  no  relief 
to  the  market.  If  these  calculations  should  turn  out 
correct  a  considerable  advance  in  opium  and  morphia 
may  be  confidently  anticipated.  Glycerine  is  now 
quoted  at  15s.  to  92s.  6d,  an  advance  of  2s.  6a!., 
and  both  makers  and  holders  are  firm  at  these  rates. 
Camphor  has  been  done  at  65s.  per  cwt.  for  Japan  ;  China  is 
not  obtainable.  In  oils  of  aniseed  and  cassia  business  has 
been  of  a  very  retail  character,  at  precisely  last  prices,  7s.  bd. 
and  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  respectively.  H.  G.  Hotchkiss  oil  of  pep- 
permint has  been  sold  at  15s.,  being  6d.  decline  ;  but  even  at 
this  the  demand  is  very  restricted,  notwithstanding  that 
druggists  are  all  bare  of  supplies. 

The  reports  from  Mitcham  are  to  the  effect  that  the  crop 
of  Peppermint  will  certainly  be  a  short  one,  and  may  be  very 
short  indeed  unless  the  present  drought  should  come  to  a 
termination  very  shortly.  Lavender  oil  is  less  affected  by 
dry  weather.  Ipecac,  has  failed  to  maintain  the  slight  im- 
provement noted  last  week,  and  at  to-day's  sales  a  fall  of  9d. 
to  Is.  occurred.  The  tone  of  the  market  was  favourable  to 
sellers  of  Aloes,  Sarsaparilla,  Senna,  and  Nux  vomica,  but 
dull  in  regard  to  Rhubarb  and  Castor  oil.  Makers  have 
advanced  the  price  of  strychnine  3d.  per  oz.,  present  quota- 
tion being  2s.  3d. 

The  druggists  assembled  at  the  sale  room  to-day  as  well  as 
those  on  'Change  were  greatly  pained  as  well  as  sur- 
prised by  the  announcement  in  the  morning  papers  of  the 
suspension  of  the  very  old  established  house  of  David  Taylor 
&  Son,  merchants,  of  Mark  Lane,  owing  to  the  recent  stop- 
page of  a  large  hou?e  in  Philadelphia.  We  are  echoing  the 
wishes  of  all  who  know  Mr.  Taylor  when  we  say  we  trust 
the  affair  is  only  of  a  temporary  character. 


The  goods  comprising  the  catalogues  of  this  week's  drug 
sales,  and  the  manner  of  their  disposal,  were  as  follows : — 

Aloes. — Of  116  kegs  soccotrine,  over  90  were  placed  at 
70s.  to  90s.  per  cwt.  for  middling  to  good  soft,  30s.  to  44s. 
ordinary  dark,  partly  drossy,  and  black.  18  cases  Cape, 
withdrawn  at  higher  prices  without  bids.  Of  195  gourds 
and  229  boxes  Curacao,  all  the  former  sold  at  50s.  6d.  to 
54s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  livery,  part  rather  coarse;  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  latter  at  lis.  6d.  to  31s.  for  low  drossy 
and  fine  to  ordinary  coarse. 

Ambergris. — Six  tins  were  all  bought  in. 

Annatto. — 20  baskets  Parti  roll  retired  at  Is.  lQd.  per  lb. 
Of  39  cases,  &c,  seeds  of  various  kind,  20  found  buyers  at  2|rf . 


for  bright  pulpy,  l\d.  fair,  and  as  low  as  ?d.  for  dubious 
quality. 

Argol  is  in  steady  demand,  but  importers  refrain  from 
meeting  buyers'  views ;  consequently  75  bags  at  public  sale 
were  all  retired. 

Balsams. — 14  cases  Peru  all  withdrawn,  except  a  few 
pounds  of  sediment,  which  brought  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Six  oases 
Tolu  also  retired. 

Bark. — 36  bales  Cascarilla  bought  in,  in  the  absence  of 
adequate  biddings.  Of  118  bales  crown,  &c,  only  a  few  soldi 
previous  to  the  auction.  Seven  bales  red  and  8  serons  yellow 
Calisaya  retired. 

Canella  Alba. — 34  bales  retired  at  24s.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — Of  99  packages,  two-thirds  were  disposed  of 
at  prices  which  show  no  quotable  chaDge.  Mangalore  kind,, 
from  Ceylon,  medium  and  bold  clean  bleached,  at  2s.  6d. ; 
small,  Is.  9d.  Malabar  character,  fair  2s.  Id. ;  medium, 
rather  indifferently  bleached.  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  10*7.  ;  lean  and 
only  partially  picked,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  4rf. :  light  brownish 
Ceylon-grown  Madras  kind,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. ;  mixed  with 
dark  specky,  Is.  ;  seeds,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  bd.  Mysore,  bold 
yellow,  Is.  9cl. ;  dark  inferior  but  plump,  Is.  <\d.  to  Is.  bd. 

Castoreum. — A  single  bag  realised  28s.  for  little  more 
than  middling  quality. 

China  Galls. — One  or  a  couple  of  hundred  piculs  have 
been  sold  to  arrive — option  of  port  for  delivery — at  52s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  c.i.f.  Spot  sales  have  been  of  small  extent  at  57s, 
and  56s.,  and  subsequently  55s.  was  accepted  for  a  small 
parcel  to  close. 

Cowage. — One  case  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Cdbebs.— Thirty-five  bags  bought  in  at  171.  to  17/.  10,?. 
per  cwt. 

Elaterium. — 1  box  retired. 

Ergot  of  Eye. — A  single  package,  bold  weevily,  sold  at 
9d.  per  lb. 

Gamboge. — Of  30  cases,  12  were  disposed  of  at  91.  2s.  6d 
to  101.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  good  and  fine,  part  a  little  unsightly 
from  age. 

Goa  Powder. — 9  cases  withdrawn  at  3s.  6d. 

Guaza. — Of  99  bales  a  little  over  half  sold,  good  though 
somewhat  stalky,  at  2d.  per  lb. ;  very  stalky  at  Id. 

Gums. — 19  cases  Ammoniacum  bought  in.  Arabic. — 15 
packages  from  Trieste  bought  in.  For  the  best  picked  221. 
per  cwt.  was  asked.  29  cases  Asafa-tida  withdrawn.  Of  129' 
cases  Benjamin  only  14  were  sold,  at  11?.  15s.  to  121.  5s.  for 
good  clean  Sumatra  seconds,  and  81.  5s.  to  91.  5s.  fair  good 
seconds,  slightly  false  packed  or  bad  ends.  4  boxes  Mastic 
bought  in  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Of  43  bales  'and  bags  Myrrh  t 
only  3  bags  fair  pile,  1  in  sorts,  sold,  at  95s.  per  cwt.  9  cases 
Tragacanth  all  bought  in. 

Honey. — Of  50  barrels  Jamaica  and  other  West  India,  a 
few  only  sold,  at  15s.  for  common  dark. 

Ipecacuanha. — Of  29  serons,  &c,  only  a  very  few  sold  in 
the  room  and  subsequently,  at  5s.  6d.  to  6s.  6d.  for  fair  to- 
fine  plump. 

Jalap. — 4  bales  fair  sold  at  6s.  <\d.  per  lb. 

KamALA. — 6  cases.  5  bought  in,  and  1  case  sold  previous  to- 
sale  at  a  price  which  was  not  revealed. 

Leaves. — 45  bales  Bucba.  8  bales  curly  round  sold,  1  bale 
yellow,  at  2d.  per  lb.,  7  bale  slightly  yellowish  at  2\d.  per  lb.  % 
the  rest  were  all  bought  in.  13  bales  coca  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Lime  Juice. — Thirteen  puncheons,  all  retired. 

Moss. — Five  bales  Irish  retired  at  8s.  per  cwt. 

Musk. — Of  19  caddies  and  tins  Tonquin  pod  only  a  few 
were  quitted  in  the  room  and  after  the  sale,  at  85s.  per  oz. 
for  fine  selected  genuine  pods  without  under  skiD,  and  33s. 
good  fair  false  packed  pile  3  ;  rest  held  for  about  same 
figures.  Of  20  bottles  grain  four  were  quitted  at  48s.  to  50s. 
for  middling  imported  Assam  descriptions. 

Nux  Vomica. — One  hundred  and  twenty-six  bags  Bombay- 
all  found  ready  buyers  at  12s.  to  14s.,  with  one  lot  at  14s.  6d. 
for  fair  bold. 
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Oils. — Of  170  cases  Castor,  50  cases  first  water  white 
realised  4^.,  at  which  further  lots  were  offered.  No  other 
•qualities  were  sought  after ;  5  cases  Norwegian  Cod-liver 
noncongealable  were  bought  in  at  3s.  9d.  per  gallon ; 
14  barrels  Olive  sold  without  reserve  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  per 
-gillon. 

Oils  (Essential).— Six  cases  Almond  taken  cut ;  3  cases 
Cinnamon  bought  in;  1  case  Citronelle  retired;  5  cases 
Essence  of  Lemon  bought  in.  25  cases  Peppermint,  viz.,  9  cases 
H.  G-.  Hotchkiss  retired ;  5  cases  Dodge  &  Allcott's  bought  in 
at  15s. ;  and  11  cases  Japan  retired.  11  cases  Mustard 
bought  in  at  3\d.  per  lb. ;  2  cases  Sassafras,  2  cases  Dodge  & 
Allcott's  Spearmint,  and  3  cases  Dodge  &  Allcott's  Winter- 
f/reen  all  withdrawn;  1  case  Ylang-Yltmg  retired. 

Quassia  Wood. — Twenty  tons  logs  withdrawn;  10  tons 
chips  sold  at  81.  per  ton  in  bulk. 

Quinine. — 1,000  oz.  Pelletier's,  in  1  oz.  phials,  withdrawn 
at  2s.  9d.  per  oz. 

Ehubaed. — Of  131  cases  China,  about  one-fourth  sold' 
Middling  to  fair  Shensi  at  Is.  8d.  to  2s.  3d. ;  flat  Canton,  of 
good  fair  quality,  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. ;  middling,  rather 
spongy  and  part  dark,  lOd.  to  lid.  ;  and  pickings  and  high- 
dried,  Q\d.  to  9d. 

Boots.— Of  186  bags  Colombo,  nearly  half  sold.  Very  fair 
sorts,  mostly  pale,  at  14s.  to  15s.  6d.;  small  pale,  rather 
wormy,  14s  ;  small  medium,  rather  inferior,  12s. ;  ordinary 
wormy,  10s.  6d.  to  lis. ;  10  bales  gentian  were  bought  in  at 
18s.  per  cwt. ;  16  bales  Senega  were  bought  in. 

Saffron.— 6  tins  bought  in  at  30s.  per  lb. 

Salicine.— 4  tins  retired. 

Sandal-wood  Chips.— About  34  packages  small  chippings 
sold  at  10Z.  per  ton. 

Sarsaparilla.— Of  100  bales,  &c,  nearly  70  sold.  Fine  and 
good  Jamaica,  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb. ;  inferior  to  middling,  lOd. 
to  Is.  3d.  Lima  Jamaica,  good  average  quality,  Is.  4§<Z.  to 
Is.  5d.    Honduras,  fair,  Is.  2d. 

Seeds. — Seventy-six  bags  Bussian  Anise :  40  bags  fine 
sold  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Twenty  bags  Carrawag  bought  in  at 
24s.  per  cwt.  Of  61  bags  Cummin,  a  few  only  sold  after  the 
sale  at  previous  market  rates.  Ten  tons  Fenugreek  bought  in 
at  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Six  cases  Musk  bought  in.  Five  bags 
Quince  retired  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Senna.— Of  78  bales  Tinnivelly,  52  sold  at  Id.  for  fair 
whitish  rather  mixed  ;  4§<#.  to  b\d.  medium,  part  off  colour  ; 
"3d.  to  l\d.  small  yellow  and  greenish,  part  specky ;  and  Id.  to 
2%d.  low  and  ordinary  ;  and  4  bales  Alexandrian. 

Squills— Of  71  packages,  one-third  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb. 
for  good  pale,  and  \d.  per  lb.  for  low  rejections. 

Tamarinds.— Eight  barrels  West  India  retired. 

Tonquin  Bean.— Eight  packages,  mostly  sold  at  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.  for  rather  common,  partly  crystallised,  and  2d.  per  lb. 
for  common  of  doubtful  character. 

Turmeric  remains  quiet  at  extremely  low  rates.  Of  545 
hags  Madras  and  Cochin  at  auction, nearly  400  bags  were  placed 
at  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  small  and  medium  finger 
mixed  with  bulbs  to  fair  bright  clean  finger ;  7s.  6d.  to  8s. 
whole  bulb  Madras,  and  7s.  split  Cochin  bulbs.  59  bags 
Bengal  also  offered  and  retired.  Bengal  offers  to  arrive  at 
9s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  or  lis.  landed  terms ;  but  there  are  at 
the  moment  no  buyers  at  this  figure. 

Vermillion. — Ten  boxes  China  bought  in  at  2s.  6d.,  but 
privately  there  are  sellers  a  shade  under. 
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New  York,  July  2. 

UB1NG  the  last  week  business  has  improved,  and  again 
onr  drug  market  is  fairly  active,  with  higher  prices  in 
.some  cases,  as  will  be  seen  below. 

The  prices  sterling  (in  parentheses)  are  what  the  different 
articles  would  cost  delivered  in  London,  all  market  allow- 
•ances,  discounts,  &c,  being  taken  into  account.  Importers 
can  therefore  see  at  a  glance  the  course  of  this  market  com- 
pared with  their  own. 


Balsams. — Very  heavy  arrivals  of  Maracaibo  Copaiba  came 
to  hand  since  last  report,  54  cases  of  which  are  still  in  first 
hands  unsold ;  the  price  has  declined  to  33c.  (is.  6d.),  and 
will  probably  have  to  go  lower.  Maranham  is  scarce,  and 
maintains  its  price,  38c.  (Is.  8hd.),  while  Para  is  tending 
lower.  Tolu  continues  in  active  request  for  home  consump- 
tion, and  for  export  to  Germany.  The  arrivals  are  fully  as 
large  as  in  1886,  viz. : — 

Six  months,  January  to  June,  1886  ..       ..    201  cases 
„  „  1887  ..       ..    217  „ 

but  stocks  are  not  one-half  what  they  were  a  year  ago,  and 
prices  tend  higher,  32c.  (Is.  b^d.)  being  demanded  by  second- 
hand holders.  Peru  — Our  market  is  dull  and  without  trans- 
actions, price  nominally  #1.5  (4s  8d.).  Canada. — Some  of  the 
new  balsam  of  fine  quality  is  offering  at  31c.  (Is.  4fcZ.). 

BARKS. — The  stock  of  Cascara  Sagrada  has  been  greatly 
reduced  by  demand  for  Europe,  where  the  consumption  must 
be  increasing;  best  quality  is  quoted  at  6jC  (36s.)  Canella 
and  Cascarilla  are  in  fair  supply,  but  meet  with  no  attention. 
Simaruba  is  on  small  supply  at  12c.  {Id.).  Slippery  Mm  is 
now  quoted  11c.  (60s.)  in  small  wire!  bundles,  a  very  handy 
package. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — There  is  no  export  trade 
doing,  the  price,  101.  c.i.f.  London,  being  too  high.  As  the 
output  of  the  manufacturer  goes  readily  into  home  consump- 
tion at  full  rates,  there  seems  little  prospect  of  lower  prices 
at  this  side  for  the  remainder  of  this  year. 

Camphor. — Heavy  importations  of  crude  arrived  from 
Japan,  and  the  large  demand  being  over,  refiners  have 
overtaken  their  orders,  and  the  market  has  dropped  to  its 
normal  price  of  24c.  (Is.  0^d.)  for  4-oz.  blocks. 

Cocaine  Muriate. — The  consumption  continues  to  in- 
crease, and  all  the  American  makers  are  full  of  orders. 
Pure  anhydrous  crystals  are  quoted  $7  (30s.)  per  oz. 

Curacao  Aloes. — Further  sales  are  reported  from  Ger- 
many at  6c.  (34s.),  and  some  small  parcels  on  the  way  have 
been  sold  "  to  arrive."  In  former  years,  at  this  season,  every 
steamer  brought  200  to  300  tons  from  Curacao,  besides  con- 
siderable arrivals  in  sailers. 

Essential  Oils. —  Cassia  and  Aniseed  axe  very  dull,  and 
last  prices  barely  maintained.  Sassafras  is  now  rising,  and 
will  probably  keep  advancing,  as  none  of  the  distillers 
are  working,  and  will  rot  begin  operations  before 
October ;  to-day  the  price  as  received  from  the  country  is 
36c.  (Is.  7%d.).  Wintergreen  is  very  scarce  and  dear,  quoted 
#1.90  (8s.  3d.)  in  tins. 

Honduras  Sarsaparilla. — The   following   were  the 


transactions  of  the  last  six  months  : — 

Bales 

Stock,  January  1, 1887    803 

Arrived,  January  to  Jims   594 

Total    1,397 

Sold    769 

Stock,  June  30,  1887    . .  630 


against  a  stock  of  1,100  bales  same  period  last  year.  Prices 
still  rule  very  low. 

Leaves. — Further  arrivals  of  Coca  took  place,  and  the 
price  of  prime  Huanoco  has  slightly  declined,  30c  (Is.  4d.) 
beirg  now  asked.  There  is  little  or  no  inquiry  for  the  light 
green  Truxillo  variety,  although  in  large  supply,  and  con- 
sidered cheap  at  25c.  (Is.  2d.).  Bamiana  will  be  scarce  and 
dear  till  the  new  crop  in  November;  to-day  28c.  (Is.  4^.). 
Jaborandi  badly  wanted  for  a  long  time  ;  it  is  reported  a  large 
parcel  is  lyiDg  at  the  port  of  Ceara,  but  the  steamers  will  not 
bring  it  up. 

Mexican  Sarsaparilla. — 137  bales  arrived  this  week, 
and  more  is  reported  ready  for  shipment.  With  the  heavy 
stock  here  and  foreign  markets  fully  supplied,  it  is  thought 
lower  prices  must  soon  prevail ;  7c.  would  now  probably 
buy(3§&). 

Oil  Peppermint. — The  position  of  the  market  is  un- 
altered ;  stock  of  bulk  oil,  being  small,  is  not  pushed,  as  it  is 
thought  there  is  only  enough  to  carry  on  till  the  new  crop  in 
October.    H.  G.  Hotchkiss  brand  is  offered  in  a  small  way  at 
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#3.30  (15s.  2d.)  ;  it  is  doubtful  if  a  good- sized  parcel  could  be 
bought  at  that  figure.  In  a  future  report  the  crop  and  its 
prospects  will  be  dealt  with  fully. 

Quinine.— Our  market  shows  little  animation,  but  a  good 
consumptive  demand  has  set  in  at  prices  ranging  from  43|c. 
(Is.  Q\d.)  to  45c.  (Is.  10\d.)  for  prime  German  brands.  The 
stock  in  speculators'  hands  is  very  large,  and  as  they  are  only 
waiting  for  any  slight  improvement  to  sell,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  much  chance  for  considerable  improvement  in 
the  position. 

Eoots. — Jalap. — Arrivals  appear  to  have  stopped,  and 
letters  from  Mexico  do  not  speak  of  more  to  come  forward  ; 
if  so,  the  markets  must  improve  ;  up  to  the  present  ours 
remains  unaltered ;  sales  of  new  small  but  sound  root  took 
place  this  week  at  9|c.  {5^d.).  Ipecac  has  declined,  but  no- 
body will  buy,  as,  if  not  old  prices,  a  return  to  reasonable 
ones  is  looked  for  soon.  Senega  has  had  a  big  tumble,  and 
reached  a  very  low  level  indeed  ;  large  sales  were  made  this 
week  of  Minnesota  at  30c.  (Is.  Q\d.)  ;  this  is  certainly  a  low 
figure,  and  decidedly  a  safe  one  to  purchase  at.  It  is  said  to 
be  brought  about  by  peculiar  circumstances,  one  of  which, 
the  competition  between  Minnesota  and  Manitoba,  is  a  reality. 
The  new  crop  of  the  latter  province  has  not  come  on  the 
market  yet,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  sell  cheaper  than  the 
above,  although  not  so  good.  Serpentaria  will  not  be  so 
plentiful  as  at  first  thought ;  great  carelessness  has  been  dis- 
played in  washing  and  picking  the  new  crop,  and  most  of  it 
is  unfit  for  shipment  abroad  ;  good  root  cannot  be  bought 
under  24c.  (Is.  2d.). 

Spermaceti. — There  has  been  some  demand  at  40c. 
(Is.  Qd.),  at  which  the  market  remains  firm. 

Tonca  Beans. — No  change  in  the  position  has  taken 
place  ;  the  large  stock  of  Angostura  is  being  drawn  on  by 
consumers  as  they  want  them,  and  nobody,  outside  the  im- 
porters, carries  heavy  stocks.  Price  $1.30  (5s.  8d.).  Paras 
are  scarce. 


LAST  MONTH'S  TRADE  STATISTICS. 


THE  Board  of  Trade  Keturns  for  June  show  the  fol- 
lowing figures : — 

Imports. 


Imports — continued. 


June,  1886 

Total  value   £5:9,101,941 

Exports. 

June,  1886 

British  and  Irish  proluce     .  .T  £18,536,076 


Foreign  and  colonial  produce 
(partly  estimated) 


4,246,590 


June,  1887 
£27,555,217 


June,  1887 
£17,320,441 

4,868,505 


Below  are  the  details  affecting  drugs  and  chemicals : — 
Imports. 


June,  1885  June,  1886  June,  1887 


Drugs,  unenumerated       ..        value  £ 
Chemical  manufactures  and 
Products,  unenumerated — 

Alkali   cwt. 

»    value  £ 

Brimstone  cwt. 

„        • .       . .    '  . .       value  £ 
Kitre  (nitrate  of  soda)  . .       . .  cwt. 

„  „  . .  value  £ 
„  (nitrate  of  potash)  . .  cwt. 
,»  „        „       . .       value  £ 

Quicksilver  ..      ..  lbs. 

>■    value  £ 

Bark,  Cinchona   cwt. 

„        „  . .      . .       value  £ 

Gum  Arabic  cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Lac,  seed,  shell,  stick,  and  dye  . .  cwt. 

»        »  »       »         value  £ 

Spices — 

Cinnamon  lbs. 

n    value  £ 

Ginger   cwt. 

»    value  £ 

Pepper   lbs. 

»    value  £ 


8,116 

6,570 
78,275 
20,519 
181,965 
90,607 
21,695 
18,074 
1,599,600 
117,569 

8,481 
52,967 

6,058 
19,795 

7,401 
23,778 

E8,782 
1,340 
16,279 
32,222 
1,385,803 
38,863 


8,241 
6,342 
68,292 
16,234  ; 
145,891  ! 
67,287 
24,742 
21,674 
684,741 
62,160 
16,281 
91,590 
2,743 
9,796 
8,153 
22,871 

8,490 
129 
18,237 
36,752 
961,131 
25,681 


6,953 
6,581 
40,900 
10,182 

172,218 
80,391 
17,879 
16,005 

877,500 
76,828 
12,836 
60,983 
2,983 
12,499 
10,873 
27,732 

35,719 

692 
22,148 
40,756 
996,539 
33,359 


Dyes  and  tanning  materials — 
Bark  (for  tanners'  or  dyers'  use)  cwt. 

„        „         „         „       value  £ 
Aniline  dyes        ..  „ 
Alizarine    ..  ..       ..  „ 

Other  coal-tar  dyes  . .  ,, 

Cochineal  ..  ..  cwt. 

„  ....       value  £ 

Cutch  and  gambier       . .       . .  tons 

„  ,,  . .        value  £ 

Indigo       . .       . .       . .       . .  cwt. 

„  . .       . .       . .        value  £ 

Madder,  madder  root,  garancine, 
and  munjeet     . .       . .       . .  cwt. 

„  „  „         value  £ 

Valonia     ..       ..       ..       ..  tons 

„    value  £ 

Oils- 
Cocoa-nut   cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Olive      •  ..      ..       ..       ..  tuns 

„    value  £ 

Palm        ..       ..       ..       ..  cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Petroleum  gals. 

„    value  £ 

Seed,  of  all  kinds  tons 

„         „      . .       . .       value  £ 
Train,  blubber,  and  sperm      . .  tuns 
„  „  value  £ 

Turpentine   cwt. 

,   value  £ 

Rosin  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  cwt. 

„      . .       . .       . .       . .        value  £ 

Tallow  and  stearine         . .       . .  cwt. 

„  ,,      ..       ..       value  £ 


June,  1885 


30,387 
12,989 
18,340 
15,692 
366 
762 
4,488 
1,464 
30,065 
1,352 
23,276 

2,024 
3,012 
2,109 
31,295 

21,785 
33,548 
1,788 
69,688 
72,372 
100,861 
5,637,387 
193,287 
£02 
17,861 
1,202 
34,00a 
14,944 
18,498 
182,805 
40,363 
90,523 
143,907 


June,  1886  June,  1887 


72,037 
44,130 
15,393 
19,557 

989 
6,395 
1,273 

28,151 
2,270 

37,025 

1,557 
1,898 
3,878 
52,410 

4,042 
5,736 
1,867 
70,211 
70,048 
70,078 
5,388,918 
148,717 
949 
24,420 
1,506 
40,152 
866 
1,055 
141,276 
33,456 
10,4771 
133,047 


Exports. 


British  and  Irish  produce — 

Alkali   cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Bleaching  materials      ..       ..  cwt. 

„  „  value  £ 

Drugs  and  medicinal  pre- 
parations (unenumerated)   . .  „ 
Other  chemicals  and  medi- 
cinal preparations      . .       . .  „ 
Chemical  manure . .       . .  „ 

Oil,  seed  tons 

„    value  £ 

Soap         . .       . .       . .       . .  cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Painters'  colours  and  materials 
(unenumerated)         ..  „ 
Foreign  and  Colonial  merchandise — 
Bark,  Cinchona   ..  ..  cwt. 

„        „        . .      . .       value  £ 
Chemicals  (unenumerated)     ..  „ 

Cochineal  cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Cutch  and  gambier       . .       . .  tons 
„        „       . .       . .       value  £ 

Gum  Arabic   cwt. 

„       „  . .       . .       value  £ 

Indigo   cwt. 

„    value  £ 

Lac  (various  kinds)       . .       . .  cwt. 

„         „  . .       . .        value  £ 

Lard..       ..       ..       ..       ..  c>vt. 

,,   . .       . .       . .       . .        value  £ 

Oils,  cocoa-nut  cwt. 

„         „  . .       . .       value  £ 

„  olive  ..       ..        ..  tnns 

„     „  ..       ..        value  £ 

„   palm   cwt. 

„     „  . .       . .       value  £ 

„   petroleum  gals. 

„         „  . .       . .       value  £ 

Quicksilver  ..       ..  lbs. 

„  . .       . .       value  £ 

Nitre  (nitrate  of  potash)        ..  cwt. 

„         „         „      . .       value  £ 
Spices,  cinnamon . .       ..        ..  lbs. 

„  „         . .       . .       value  £ 

„     pepper   lbs. 

„  . .      . .       value  £ 

Tallow  and  stearine      . .       . .  cwt. 
„  „  ..        value  £ 


June,  1885 


514,377 
160,185 
125,002 
43,174 

65,726 

155,400 
126,262 
5,763 
132,084 
40,426 
46,769 

121,988 

9.397 
50,194 
22,637 
1,344 
9,248 
557 
12,697 
2,796 
9,216 
3,310 
62,457 
9,539 
3^,251 
916 
1,785 
11,225 
17,440 
230 
11,273 
38,317 
52,860 
40,922 
1,767 
368,590 
27,848 
491 
423 
70,092 
2,984 
1,871,133 
60,234 
15,988 
23,740 


June,  1886 


454,355 
142,607 
130,443 
40,273 

75,571 

170,741 
112,59b 
6,494 
138,931 
31,238 
32,030 

117,891 

8,692 
42,123 
13,763 
991 

6,527 
767 
19,714 

3,578 
15,172 

1,962 
44,518 

6,213 
18  205 
14,617 
29,271 
14,182 
19,096 
147 

7,064 
11,548 
10.809 
73,938 

3  591 
499,250 
42,474 

7,671 

6,287 
132,951 

4,671 
1,499,685 
43,297 
14,642 
16,417 
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Against  the  Committee. 

Sir, — In  your  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  meeting  held  on  Wednes- 
day last,  you  state  that  I  did  not  vote  on  the  motion  that 
the  nominations  for  the  vacancy  in  the  Council  be  received 
in  committee. 

This  is  an  error  on  the  part  of  your  reporter.  I  voted 
against  the  motion.  I  remain,  yours  faithfully. 

.July  11.  George  S.  Woolley. 


Liquor  Eastoni  Cone. 

Sir, —  I  beg  to  confirm  Mr.  A.  G.  Bruce's  experience,  that  it 
is  useless  to  dilute  the  above  preparation  in  order  that  it  may 
remain  fluid,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable  limit  to  its 
power  of  solidifying  when  cooled.  I  find,  however,  that  by 
placing  it  in  strong  sunshine  for  a  little  time  it  will  liquefy 
and  become  fit  for  use. 

Much  more  important  than  the  above  is  Mr.  Martindale's 
second  note  in  reference  to  the  strength  of  the  finished  syrup 
as  made  from  the  liquor,  for  we  find,  just  as  he  has  stated, 
that  syr.  Eastoni  made  from  this  practically  perfect  formula 
■will  not  hold  all  the  phosphate  of  quinine  in  solution,  sooner 
or  later  a  considerable  portion  of  it  separating  out. 

Thus  it  would  seem  that  the  formula  as  published  in  books 
and  printed  on  labels  is,  in  ordinary  practice,  not  obtainable 
in  its  integrity  ;  it  would,  therefore,  be  interesting  to  know 
how  the  proprietary  preparations  (1  to  3)  are  made,  or  if 
they  correspond  to  the  indicated  strength. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Bray,  July  7.  A.  L.  DoRAN. 


Chemists  and  the  Salvation  Army. 

Sir, —  In  reply  to  "Sal  Sap,"  in  your  last  week's  issue,  I  beg 
to  say  I  am  not  the  "  converted  chemist  "  conducting  ser- 
vices in  the  Salvation  Army  at  Glastonbury,  but  rejoiciDg  in 
the  fact  that  I  am  a  "converted  chemist,"  and  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  "Sal  Sap"  the  reading  of  his  Bible, 
particularly  the  third  chapter  of  St.  John. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully. 

Langpott,  Somerset,  July  9.  H.  A.  Chant. 

[We  must  decline  to  print  any  more  letters  on  this  subject. 
—Ed.  C.  4-  Z>.] 


Preservation  of  Leeches. 

Sir, —  I  long  found  leeches  a  great,  nuisance  to  keep 
healthy,  and  what  with  tl  e  changing  of  the  water,  and  the 
bother  of  them  generally,  I  was  stimulatel  to  try  a  different 
method.  I  have  used  it  for  years  with  success  (forty  years' 
business  experience,  and  some  fourteen  cr  fifteen  with  this 
way  of  leech-keeping). 

I  put  the  leeches  into  a  glass  jar  tied  over  with  muslin,  use 
water  that  is  not  limey,  put  iron  in  the  water  (an  old  door- 
chain  has  done  duty  these  many  years),  stand  the  jar  in  a 
moderate  light,  and  leave  them  alone.  At  present  I  have 
sold  seven  in  two  lots  from  a  supply  on  May  16,  and  these 
two  sales  are  the  only  times  when  they  have  been  disturbed, 
and  they  are  all  as  fine  healthy  fellows  as  you  ever  see.  Fre- 
quently every  leech  is  sold  out  and  no  deaths.  The  iron 
evidently  acts  as  a  medium  of  oxygenating  the  water,  I 
think  [or  purifying  it  by  combining  with  carbonic  acid  gas.] 
Yours  truly,       W.  B.  (128/24.) 


Sir, — I  notice  among  your  miscellaneous  inquiries  las 
week  "  Hirudo  "  asking  the  best  way  of  preserving  leeches. 
Some  twelve  months  ago  I  made  a  present  to  a  lady  friend  of 
mine  of  a  "  leech,"  which  she  has  called  her  "  pet."  It  is  often 
shown  to  strangers  by  her,  and  it  has  to  go  through  certain 


performances  then,  and  so  gets  plenty  of  exercise.  I  do 
not  know  that  she  has  any  special  way  of  preserving  it 
"  alive,"  but  I  may  say  that  I  believe  up  to  the  present  date 
the  leech  is  quite  well  and  capable  of  performing  the  duties 
usually  allotted  to  such  animals.  If  "  Hirudo "  is  still 
unsuccessful,  I  might,  on  hearing  from  him,  obtain  full  par- 
ticulars for  him. 

Believe  me,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
July  12.  Dealer  in  Leeches.  (129/9.) 

[The  information  so  far  is  certainly  not  very  complete.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  what  sort  of  performances  the 
leech  goes  through.] 


Temperance  Beer. 

Sir, — We  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  really  practical  sugges- 
tions for  a  temperance  beverf  ge.  The  man  who  in  this  matter 
first  cries  "Eureka  !"  will  desei  ve  well  of  his  countiy.  Zoedone, 
et  hoe  genus  omne,  have  failed.  Hopetti,  and  other  bitters, 
are  de  usions.  Pure  water  hts  jet  no  rival,  of  even  modest 
pretensions  ;  I  suppose  the  secret  is  the  want  of  the  diffusible 
stimulant.  Yours  truly, 

Heder. 


Emigration  to  Australia. 

A  correspondent  in  South  Australia,  who  heads  his  letter 
"  private  and  confidential,"  but  who  gives  us  permission  to 
publish  what  we  wish  of  it,  writes  on  several  topics.  First, 
he  wishes  us  to  print  in  our  next  Diary  a  complete  list 
of  the  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  in  all  the  colonies.  "It  would  serve  many  good 
purposes,"  he  says.  We  are  sorry,  however,  to  have  to 
reply  that  the  proposal  is  impracticable.  Next  he  writes, 
"I  would  strongly  advise  you,  sir,  to  warn  chemists  and 
druggists  in  the  old  country  not  to  emigrate  here  at  pre- 
sent, as  the  colony  is  thinly  populated  and  the  depression 
in  trade  and  agriculture  is  so  fearful  yet.  Thousands  upon 
thousands  of  working-men  are  out  of  work  and  in  great 
distress,  the  trading  classes  are  simply  living  from  hand  to 
mouth,  and  population  does  not  increase.  Our  land  laws  are 
the  very  model  of  the  cursed  land  laws  of  the  old  country. 
Thousands  of  the  home  aristocracy  and  wealthy  capitalists 
are  the  private  and  absentee  landlords  of  the  best  lands  in 
these  colonies."  Our  correspondent  enlarges  at  some  length 
on  these  land  laws  (a  subject  which  we  must  leave  to  pro- 
fessional politicians),  and  concludes  as  follows : — "  I  hope 
you  will  urge  the  necessity  of  men  like  Lord  Brabazon, 
Cardinal  Manning,  Mr.  Spurgeon,  Lord  Derby,  and  others, 
to  look  not  how  to  get  lid  of  your  poor  population,  but  to 
the  all  important  question  of  how  to,  and  where  to,  get  a 
home  prepared  and  a  settlement  on  land  for  them  to  live 
after  being  sent  out."  In  a  postscript  this  correspondent 
further  urges  the  desirability  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Society  reciprocating  rights  with  the  Australasian  societies. 


A  Phenomenon. 

Sir, — I  herewith  send  to  you  some  crystals  for  your  in- 
spection, and  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  I  am  right  in  putting 
them  down  as  stearic  acid  ?  As  they  have  been  formed 
under  somewhat  peculiar  conditions,  it  may  perhaps  be  as 
well  for  me  to  place  before  you  the  coriditions  under  which 
they  were  formed,  being  a  by-result  from  another  experi- 
ment. 

Some  five  or  six  years  ago  I  placed  a  piece  of  variegated 
sprout  (brassica)  in  a  bottle,  and  covered  it  with  ordinary 
turpentine.  This  experiment  not  turning  out  as  I  anticipated, 
the  bottle  was  placed  aside  with  other  odds  and  ends  which 
have  afforded  me  pleasure  in  the  past. 

Noticing  that  a  layer  of  crystals  had  formed  at  the 
junction  of  two  liquids,  one  a  yellowish-brown  watery  sub- 
stance (about  a  drachm  in  quantity),  the  other  the  turpentine, 
I  took  the  trouble  to  collect  them,  and  from  my  investiga- 
tion have  come  to  the  conclusion  id  svpra,.  I  should  like  it 
confirmed,  however.  Yours  truly, 

Debitor.  (125/70.) 

[The  crystals  are  brassic  acid.] 


July  16, 1887.] 
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The  Pharmaceutical  Arms. 

Sir— I  think  you  are  in  error  in  saying  that  the  Society 
does  not  object  to  the  use  of  the  arms  by  others  than  members. 
I  have  seen  a  letter  from  the  secretary  to  an  associate,  in- 
forming him  that  it  was  illegal  to  use  the  arms  on  his  labels 
and  memo,  forms,  as  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Yours  truly, 

Hedee. 

[Perhaps  the  said  associate  had  asked  the  question,  in 
which  case  the  secretary  would  no  doubt  reply  as  stated. 
But  we  know  of  no  cise  in  which  the  Council  have  taken  or 
even  threatened  proceedings  for  use  of  their  arms.] 

A  Mournful  Threnody  on  C.  D.  T.  A. 

Died,  June  27,  1887.   Aged  11  Years. 
Tune:  Hay  don's  Surprise  (?) 

Ay  !  shed  the  sympathetic  tear, 
Chase  from  your  visages  all  merry  smiles, 

Strew  poppy-heads  upon  the  bier, 

And  colocynth,  so  dry  and  sere, 
And  wreath  his  brows  with  chamomiles. 

For  he  is  dead  !    Poor  child  !  so  young  to"die. 
But  yesterday,  with  trumpet  and  with  dram, 

And  paper-cap,  aspiring  high, 

Did  he  the  "  Analysts  "  defy  ; 
But  now  that  clarion  voice  is  dumb  ! 

The  doctors  gathered  on  the  scene, 
And  gazed  upon  his  wasted  bloodless  frame. 
His  parents  wept  with  torture  keen, 
And  sighed  :  "  Ah  !  what  he  might  have  been  !  " 
And  all  the  doctors  said  the  same. 

"  Transfusion  !  "  Dr.  Teebee  cried, 
"  This  is  our  only  hope  of  'aydon  him." 

But  all  his  uncles  stood  aghast, 

And  said,  "  He  really  cannot  last — 
His  pulse  is  gone,  his  eyeballs  dim  !  " 

"  Ah  !  what  a  boy  he  was  !  "  said  they  ; 
"  Look  how  he  fought  for  '  Spirit.  .Ether.  Nit.,' 

And  'Lac  Sulphuris  ! ' — pretty  dears, 

And  how  he  wiped  away  their  tears 
While  grovelling  their  base  traducers  lay." 

Alas  !  his  "  mortal  coil's  "  unwound, 
That  matchless  form  is  limp  and  lifeless  clay  ; 
But  still  his  spirit  hovers  round, 
Still  acts,  and  works  upon  a  "  Sound 
Commercial  Basis  " — in  another  way  ! 
July  10.  E.  D. 


Belladonna  Plaster. 

Sin, — Last  week  I  gave  you  my  impression  that  the  plaster 
made  with  the  green  extract  was  used  in  the  proportion  of 
3,000  yards  to  1  yard  of  the  B.P.  1885  plaster.  Since  reading 
the  article  in  your  last  issue,  I  have  been  through  my  books 
and  find  that  in  the  twenty-two  months  from  September  1, 
1885,  to  June  30,  1887,  we  have  sent  out  29,023  yards  of 
belladonna  plaster  on  various  materials,  and  10,564  dozen  of 
shaped  belladonna  plasters  in  boxes.  Of  these  quantities 
33  yards  and  7  dozen  in  boxes  were  prepared  with  the 
alcoholic  extract  of  the  root,  the  B.P.  1885  plaster  being 
ordered. 

The  above  figures  prove  that  there  is  three  times  as  much 
used  of  the  B.P.  preparation  as  I  judged;  but  still  the  propor- 
tion is  very  small.  A  considerable  part  of  the  plaster  was 
for  export.  Nearly  the  whole  was  supplied  to  wholesale 
houses  and  institutions.  Knowing  the  class  of  connection 
most  of  the  houses  have,  I  should  think  that  two-thirds  of  the 
yards  would  be  supplied  to  surgeons  and  institutions,  and 
nine-tenths  of  the  shaped  plasters  to  chemists,  so  that  the 
old  plaster  would  appear  to  be  the  more  popular  with  both 
professions.  I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

A.  de  St  Dalmas. 


Getting  On. — An  ex-Sulscribcr(Qjl26)  writes  as  follows  : — 
"  I  have  bid  the  drug  trade  a  final  adieu  for  that  of  a 


butcher,  which  I  had  experience  in  up  to  my  apprenticeship, 
and  cannot  but  look  back  and  see  what  a  bad  day's  work  for 
me  was  my  fancy  for  the  '  pill  business,'  and  perhaps  I  have 
been  more  successful  than  thousands  of  others,  as  I  certainly 
made  and  saved  money  whilst  in  business  as  a  C.  and  D., 
&c.  Now,  whenever  I  pass  a  physic-monger's  pharmacy,  I 
cannot  but  look  in  and  mutter  sotto  voce — -'  Poor  devils  ! '  but 
the  great  nuisance  now  is  the  meeting  of  old  patients  who 
are  ever  on  the  look-out  for  cheap  physic  and  advice ;  but 
my  practice  is  to  always  give  a  prescription  which  I  am 
careful  to  direct  to  be  taken  to  a  chemist  of  respectability, 
and  not  the  cheap  and  nasty  stores.  Should  you  think  this 
letter  of  sufficient  merit  to  deter  a  father  from  putting  his 
son  to  the  neither  trade  nor  profession  of  a  chemist,  you  are 
welcome  to  publish  it." 


Sarsaparilla  Mixture. 

Sir, — "  C.  E.  L."  is  not  too  precise  in  describing  how  he 
makes  Dec.  Sarsa;.  Co.,  1-7  ;  but,  assuming  all  particulars  to  be 
given,  it  would  be  indeed  surprising  if  he  obtained  a  decoc- 
tion which  was  either  brilliant  when  produced  or  which  did 
not  yield  a  vast  deposit. 

The  use  of  extracts  for  such  a  preparation  is  objectionable, 
to  begin  with  ;  but  he  who  attempts  to  answer  a  question  has 
no  right  to  change  its  terms. 

There  are  two  main  reasons  why  "  C.  E.  L.'s  "  formula  may 
result  in  very  much  deposit — first,  unsuitable  manipulation  ; 
second,  unskilfully  prepared  extracts.  Let  the  last  reason 
receive  first  attention.  The  extracts  in  question  are  some- 
times made  by  coction  of  the  respective  roots,  &c,  in  water ; 
evaporation  of  the  liquor  ;  straining  and  further  evaporating 
to  the  proper  consistency.  This  leaves  in  a  large  amount  of 
starch,  degenerative  products  and  other  proteid  matters, 
which  go  more  or  less  into  solution  when  treated  with  water, 
and  cannot  be  strained  out  through  muslin.  But  even  if  an 
aqueous  extract  be  properly  prepared,  there  is  always  the 
insoluble  matter  arising  from  change  in  extractive,  the  pecu- 
liar substance  which  all  vegetable  infusions  contain,  and 
which,  under  the  influence  of  heat  and  exposure,  is  rendered 
slowly  insoluble,  forming  the  apotheme  of  Berzelius.  In 
some  instances  the  formation  of  this  body  goes  on  slowly 
and  continuously  for  a  long  time.  Sarsaparilla  furnishes  a 
large  amount  of  the  deposit,  and  furnishes  it  more  slowly 
than  liquorice  does.  The  best  plan,  therefor5,  for  making 
the  extract  is  to  partly  evaporate  t'je  liquors,  aid  then  to  let 
them  stand  as  long  as  may  be  in  a  cool  place  for  the  deposit 
to  subside ;  then  remove  the  clear  liquor  from  the  top,  and 
strain  the  deposit  through  flannel.  The  strainings  must  be 
returned  again  and  again  to  the  flannel,  until  they  come 
through  bright.  The  liquors  are  then  mixed,  and  when  care- 
fully evaporated  to  the  proper  consistency,  a  good  extract 
will  result.  If  "  C.  E.  L."  uses  such  an  extract  he  will  not 
get  so  large  a  proportion  of  deposit  from  his  decoction  as  if 
he  uses  an  unskilfully  prepared  extract,  but  he  will  still  get 
a  deposit.  For  during  the  evaporation  down  to  an  extract, 
heat  and  exposure  have  had  opportunities  of  exerting  them- 
selves on  the  extractive  which  resisted  the  same  influences 
before  straining,  and  more  apotheme  results,  which  now 
however,  remains  in  the  extract.  When  "  C.  E.  L."  heits 
this  extract  with  water  and  boils  it,  he  of  course  furnishes 
still  further  opportunities  to  heat  and  exposure,  and  still 
further  favours  the  production  of  apotheme.  He  does  not 
get  a  bright  or  even  fairly  clear  liquid,  and  straining  through 
muslin  does  not  make  it  so.  He  should  let  it  stand,  and 
strain  through  flannel,  as  above.  Even  then  he  is  not  rid 
of  apotheme  (which  is  truly  the  black  beast  of  the  sarsaparilla 
decoction  maker).  With  30  per  cent,  of  spirit  the  change 
still  goes  on  for  months.  He  has.  however,  done  his  best  to 
minimise  the  evil.  But  "  C.  E.  L."  uses  only  6  fluid  drachms 
of  spirit  (about  2  per  cent.) — not  enough  to  preserve  in  any 
degree,  but  quite  enough  to  set  up  acetous  fermentation,  and 
bring  the  products  thereoE  to  help  altering  extractive  to 
swell  the  bulk  of  deposit. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  point  out  the  cause  of  the  deposit, 
and  the  direction  in  which  "  C.  E.  L."  should  work  to  prevent 
it.  When  he  has  succeeded  in  making  a  decoction  of  sarsa- 
parilla which  clears  readily,  ceases  to  deposit  after  the  first 
week  or  so,  he  will  confer  a  benefit  on  pharmacists  by  publish- 
ing the  process.  Yours  faithfully, 
Galen  Works,  New  Cross  Eoad,  S.E.  John  Moss. 


SO 
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DISPENSING  NOTES. 


{The  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  subjects  dis 
cussed  under  this  heading.~\ 

Cascara  Sagrada  Pills. 

What  is  the  best  excipient  to  prevent  ext.  cascara  sagrada 
falling  when  made  into  pills — say  2  grains  of  extract  in  each 
pill  ?  Cedbic.  (129/39.) 


-ZEther.  Chlor.  (Duncan's). 

Sir, — Under  this  heading  a  correspondent  writes  to  you 
in  last  week's  issue,  asking  if  our  chloric  ether  is  double  the 
strength  of  spiritus  chloroformi,  B.P.,  and  your  editorial 
remarks  indicate  a  desire  to  know  more  about  the  matter. 

We  would  remark  : — 

(«)  That,  although  chloroform  is  undoubtedly  a  most  im- 
portant component  of  chloric  ether,  jet  it  is  only  one  of 
many  ;  and  the  valuable  properties  of  this  preparation  seem 
to  be  only  partially  due  to  the  chloroform,  so  that  a  mere 
solution  of  chloroform  in  alcohol  cannot  be  legitimately  dis 
pensed  for  chloric  ether,  from  which  it  differs  in  flavour  and 
properties. 

(h)  Our  chloric  ether,  prepared,  as  it  is,  by  distillation, 
contains  about  9  per  cent,  of  chloroform,  along  with  a  very 
large  number  of  chlorinated  products — aldehyde,  &c.  We 
have  ourselves  separated  some  half-dozen  of  these,  and  have 
satisfied  ourselves  that  to  them,  to  a  very  large  extent,  are 
due  the  virtues  which  have  given  our  preparation  such  a 
high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  medical  profession. 

(c)  We  think  that  as  a  solution  of  ethyl  nitrite  cannot 
replace  spirit,  ether,  nitros  ,  B.P.,  neither  is  a  chemist  justi- 
fied in  using  spirit,  chloroform,  or  any  other  mixture  of 
•■chloroform  and  alcohol  instead  of  chloric  ether. 

106  South  Canongate,  Edinburgh,       Yours  truly, 

July  9.  Duncan,  Flockhabt  &  Co. 


Cobweb  Pills. 

Sir, — I  have  had  the  enclosed  curiosity  brought  to  me  to 
make  up.  Can  you  form  any  idea  as  to  the  supposed  benefit 
the  patient  may  derive  1 

On  reference,  I  can  only  find  cobwebs  used  externally  by 
Pliny  and  Theophrastes. 


Spider's  web 
Make  5  pills. 


25  grains 


Tenbury,  Worcestershire,  Yours  faithfully, 

July  12.  J.  Slade. 

[We  published  in  February,  1883,  a  paragraph  from  a 
Spanish  source  stating  that  cobwebs  were  given  in  cases  of 
malarial  fever.  A  Spanish  doctor  gave  particulars  of  119 
cases  thus  treated.  The  dose  was  said  to  be  30  grains  for 
adults  and  15  grains  for  children.  Cobwebs  were  said  to  be 
aot  so  immediate  in  action  as  quinine,  but  more  permanent, 
and  tasteless.  They  were  to  be  selected  with  care,  cleansed, 
exposed  to  the  sun,  and  powdered.  Mr.  C.  H.  Southwell, 
Boston,  Lincolnshire,  afterwards  wrote  saying  that  the  use 
of  cobwebs  as  a  substitute  for  quinine  was  not  new.  A 
medical  practitioner  in  that  town  had  prescribed  them  for 
ague  at  least  eighteen  years  previously.] 


Essential  Oil  in  Pills. 

Sir, — A  few  evenings  ago  the  following  prescription  was 
Landed  in.  I  found  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  good  mass, 
and  would  be  obliged  if  you  could  inform  me  of  the  best 
way  to  dispense  it. 

Pil.  hydrarg.      ..       ••   3ij. 

Ext.  coloc.  co  3iv. 

01.  anisi  Ttlxxx. 

Rant  pil.  xxx. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Arthur  Geeves. 

[Dissolve  15  grains  of  white  wax  in  the  oil  by  means  of  a 
gentle  heat ;  rub  up  with  the  powered  extract.    Add  the 


blue  pill,  and  mass  with  powdered  animal  soap  and  a  few 
drops  of  decoct,  aloes  co.  cone] 


Pills  and  Mixture. 

Sib, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  of  the  best  way  to 
dispense  the  following  pills : — 

Ziuci  valerianat   gr.  j. 

Quininaj  sulphat   . .  gr.  j. 

Ext.  couii    gr.  iss. 

Pil.  galbani  co.    gr.  ss. 

M.   Ft.  pil.   Mitte  xx.  tales  ;  arg. 

I  should  also  like  your  opinion  regarding  the  following 
mixture,  which  I  dispensed  a  few  days  ago,  and  which  was 
returned  by  the  patient,  who  said  it  was  so  strong  of  ammonia 
and  ginger  that  he  could  not  take  it. 

Tinct.  eolcliiei  . .   3ij. 

Ext.  taraxaci  gr.  xv. 

Liq.  amm.  acet.  . .       . .   Jij. 

Lithiae  carb   . .       . .       . .  3ss. 

Tinct.  zingib.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iss. 

Aquas  ad  Jviij. 

M. 

I  suppose  carbonate  of  ammonia  is  formed  by  reaction 
between  the  lithiaj  carbonat.  and  liq.  ammon.  acet.  Should 
this  be  looked  upon  as  a  case  of  incompatibility  calling  for 
a  consultation  with  the  prescriber  ? 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Dispenser.  (128/23.) 

[To  compound  the  pills,  rub  the  sulphate  and  valerianate 
together,  with  3  grains  each  of  asafoetida,  galbanum,  and 
myrrh ;  add  the  extract  and  (as  it  is  generally  too  stiff  for 
massing)  a  little  theriacanth  to  make  a  mass. 

The  mixture  develops  free  ammonia,  as  suggested.  If  the 
prescriber  is  unaware  of  this,  he  might  get  a  hint  to  replace 
the  carbonate  with  citrate  of  lithia.  The  ginger  pungency  is 
not  excessive  if  the  weaker  tincture  is  used.] 


Syr.  Perri  Iodid.  and  Liquor  Potasses. 

Sir, — Which  is  the  correct  way  to  dispense  the  following 
mixture,  and,  also,  what  chemical  change  the  mixture  under- 
goes during  the  time  it  is  being  dispensed,  and  what  is  the 
dark-green  precipitate  which  is  formed  1 

I  dispensed  it  with  a  "  shake  "  label,  and  cautioned  the 
patient  further  to  dilute  it  with  water  before  taking  each 
dose. 

Syr.  ferri  iodid.   3j. 

Liq.  potassaa     . .       . .   3j. 

luf.  quassise  cone  3iij. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad  Jviij. 

M. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hirudo.  (128/15.) 

[Dilute  the  liquor  with  4  oz.  of  aq.  chloroformi ;  shake  the 
rest  of  the  ingredients  together,  and  mix  both  solutions. 
The  precipitate  is  ferrous  hydrate.  "  Hirudo  "  must  be  able 
to  explain  reactions  like  this  before  he  becomes  a  chemist 
and  druggist.] 


Eserine  Solutions. 

Sib, — Having  dissolved  2  grs.  eserine  sulphate  in  water  for 
handiness  in  dispensing,  could  you  explain  the  cause  of  it 
turning  a  pinky  solution  1  I  used  distilled  water  for  solu- 
tion. I  am,  yours  truly, 

July  12.  W.  J.  (128/74.) 

[By  exposure  solutions  of  physostigmine  absorb  ammonia 
from  the  air,  and  in  presence  of  that  alkali  oxygen  rapidly 
changes  the  alkaloid  to  rubeserine.  Mr.  J.  E.  Saul  states 
that  the  change  may  be  prevented  by  using  boiled  distilled 
water,  and  add  a  drop  or  two  of  sulphurous  acid  to  each 
ounce  of  the  solution.] 


128/39.  Pharmacist  asks,  "  Which  is  correct  in  the  follow- 
ing : — Two  tablespoonfuls,  two  tablespoonsful,  or  two  table- 
spoonsfull  1  "  [The  first  is  the  correct  expression,  unless  you 
wish  the  patient  to  measure  the  dose  with  two  tablespoons  J 
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LEGAL  QUERIES. 

40/128.  Dens. — You  can  only  offer  yourself  for  the  L.  D.  S. 
sine  curriculo  if  you  are  a  registered  dentist,  or  commenced 
your  apprenticeship  to  a  dentist  before  August,  1875.  In 
either  of  these  cases  write  to  the  college  for  particulars. 


45/128.  Hepatic. — We  do  not  perceive  that  you  could 
prove  having  sustained  any  injury,  and  certainly  you  would 
not  have  any  chance  of  success  in  an  action. 


6/129.  Rhubarb  wishes  to  know  if  he  can  label  a  prepara- 
tion that  he  makes  up  "  Rheumatine "  without  infringing 
anyone's  trade-mark  ? 

[Whether  the  word  "  Rheumatine  "  has  been  previously 
registered  can  only  be  ascertained  by  application  at  the  Trade 
Marks  Office  on  payment  of  Is.  search  fee.  But  then  the 
applicant  could  not  tell  whether  the  title  he  names  may  not 
be  so  nearly  like  some  other  that  the  proprietor  of  the  latter 
might  regard  it  as  an  infringement.] 


126/39.  Ignorance. — Begistration  of  Trade-marks  is  in 
most  cases  a  simple  affair  by  application  to  the  Trade-marks 
Office  ;  but  the  process  is  facilitated  and  all  trouble  avoided 
by  the  employment  of  a  trade-marks  agent.  See  under 
"  Trade  Marks  "  in  Advertisers'  Reference  List.  You  will  find 
directions  for  making  soft  soap  in  our  issue  of  April  23. 


46/129.  Rhubarb. — We  cannot  answer  your  question  about 
the  patent. 


■4/129.  Devoniensls. — Belladonna  plaster  is  undoubtedly  a 
"preparation  of  belladonna," and  as  such  should  in  strictness 
be  labelled  "  poison."  But  we  never  saw  a  belladonna  plaster 
so  labelled. 


60/129.  Income. — There  can  be  no  fixed  ratio  of  profits  to 
turn-over  for  estimation  of  Income-tax.  The  Income-tax 
Commissioners,  at  any  rate,  would  not  recognise  such  a  pro- 
oess  of  calculation.  Your  books  ought  to  show  the  gross 
amount  of  your  receipts,  to  which  should  be  added  the  net 
value  of  your  stock  at  last  stock-taking.  On  the  other  side 
show  net  total  of  goods  purchased  added  to  net  value  of 
■stock  at  end  of  year.  The  difference  shows  gross  profit  or 
loss.  From  gross  profit  you  deduct  all  business  expenses, 
wages,  repairs,  advertisements,  licences,  two- thirds  of  rent, 
seven-eighths  of  gas,  &c,  and  thus  get  net  profit.  A  trades- 
man is  entitled  to  estimate  his  year's  profits  from  the  average 
of  the  past  three  years.  If  the  net  comes  to  less  than  150Z. 
he  need  not  pay  income-tax  at  all ;  if  less  than  400?.  he  may 
■claim  to  pay  on  120Z.  less  than  his  net  amount. 


11/254.  G.  M. — If  you  had  a  proper  agreement  to  be  paid 
■weekly,  you  could  leave  or  be  discharged  at  a  week's  notice. 
But  as  you  have  no  proper  evidence  of  such  an  agreement,  it 
is  possible  that  the  more  usual  custom  of  a  monthly  notice 
might  be  claimed. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 
125/43.  W. — Tinctura  Bhei  Co.,  P.  L.  1851. 

Rhubarb,  sliced    3iiis. 

Liquorice,  bruised    3vj. 

Ginger,  sliced,  and  saffron,  each    ..       ..  3iij. 

Proof  spirit    Oij. 

■^lacerate  for  seven  days,  then  express  and  strain. 

W.  also  asks  "  the  reason  of  the  glass  cracking  when  a 
tablespoonful  of  whisky  is  added  to  a  glass  of  cold  milk. 
This  occurred  twice  last  week.''  [The  glass  is  badly 
annealed.] 

127/9.  Iris  (Paris). — A  formula  for  effervescing  saline  was 
given  in  last  week's  issue,  in  reply  to  "  Calcium  "  (125/16). 


127/14.  Alpha.— Veterinary  Profession— Full  informa- 
tion regarding  how  to  qualify  for  this  prof ession  was  given  in 


our  educational  number  of  September  18  last.  Briefly  stated, 
the  requirements  are  a  preliminary  examination  in  English 
(reading  aloud,  writing  from  dictation,  grammar,  and  English 
history),  geography,  arithmetic,  and  French,  German,  or 
Latin.  In  some  of  the  Scotch  colleges  the  latter-mentioned 
languages  are  not  required.  After  passing  the  preliminary 
examination  (for  which,  we  may  state,  the  pharmaceutical 
Preliminary  is  accepted),  you  enter  a  college,  and  undergo  at 
least  three  years'  instruction.  About  45?.  pay  for  fees  for 
the  whole  period.  There  are  three  examinations — first, 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  botany,  chemistry,  and 
toxicology  ;  second,  anatomy  of  the  horse  and  other  animals, 
physiology,  and  histology ;  and  final,  practical  chiefly,  and 
including  morbid  anatomy  and  pathology,  diseases  of  the 
horse  and  other  animals,  medicine,  therapeutics,  &c.  After 
passing  these  examinations  you  get  the  M.R.C.V.S.  diploma. 


126/31.  A.  R.  states  that  at  a  recent  Minor  examination 
in  Edinburgh  he  was  asked  the  following  question  by  the 
Pharmacy  examiner  : — "  How  much  water  should  be  added 
to  commercial  liquor  ammonia?  fort.  -880  to  bring  it  down  to 
B.P.  "891  1  "  His  answer  was,  "  10  per  cent.,"  and  he  now 
asks  if  he  was  correct,  and  what  the  rule  is.  First  ascertain 
the  percentage  of  ammonia  by  weight  in  the  liquors  (for 
•880  say  38  per  cent.,  -891  is  32'5)  ;  then  multiply  the  differ- 
ence  between  the  percentages  by  the  weight  of  liquor  taken, 
and  divide  by  the  percentage  required.  The  answer  is  the 
weight  of  water  to  be  added  to  the  weight  of  liquor  taken. 
Thus  :— 

38  -  32-5  =  5-5. 

P'5**00  =  16'9  weight  of  water  to  be  added  to  100  of  liquor. 


An  Edinburgh  Student  of  Pharmacy  (128/50)  writes  : — "  I 
have  been  reading  the  very  interesting  description  of  '  A  Day 
with  the  Scottish  Examiners '  in  your  issue  of  May  21  last. 
I  have  been  struck  by  the  question  put  by  the  botany 
examiner  as  to  the  Ascent  of  Sap  to  the  top  of  a  tree.  I  am 
puzzled  as  to  the  correct  explanation,  and  have  failed  to  find 
a  satisfactory  one  anywhere.  Fearing  lest  I  should  myself 
have  to  face  the  problem  at  some  future  time  in  the  '  sweat- 
ing-room,' I  would  be  obliged  if  your  contributor  or  any 
other  Minor  candidate  would  say  what  the  correct  answer  to 
the  question  would  be.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  explained  in 
any  text-books  I  have  seen,  and  apparently  it  is  considered 
of  some  importance." 

[Osmosis  and  capillary  attraction  are  the  factors  which 
determine  the  circulation  of  sap,  and  these  forces  are  not 
dependent  upon  position.  Full  particulars  will  be  found  in 
any  good  text-book  of  botany,  in  the  chapters  which  deal 
with  vegetable  physiology.] 


Books. 

126/22.  F.  C.  A.  (Southsea). — "  Bandaging,  the  Essentials 
of."    By  B.  Hill,  M.B.    (Lewis;  5s.) 

127/19.  Enquirer  (Wolverhampton). — Gingerine. — Bruise 
1  lb.  of  ginger ;  pack  in  a  percolator,  then  pour  16  oz.  of 
ether  upon  it.  Allow  to  become  absorbed,  then  add  16  oz. 
of  rectified  spirit;  percolate,  and  when  percolation  ceases 
recover  as  much  liquor  as  possible  from  the  marc  by  pressure. 
Add  to  the  percolate,  filter,  distil  off  the  ether,  and  evaporate 
the  remainder  to  the  consistence  of  a  thin  syrup. 


127/68.  Pill  Box  —  Chlorodyne.— The  following  formula 
is  from  Baily's  "  Physician's  Pharmacopoeia  "  : — 


Hydrochlorate  of  morphia     . .       . .     4  grains 

Chloroform   48  minims 

Rectified  ether  32  „ 

„       spirit  . .       . .       . .       . .    32  „ 

Dilute  hydrocyanic  acid         ..       ..32  „ 

Tincture  of  Indian  hemp       ..       ..32  „ 

,,      ,,  capsicum   ..       ..       ..24  ,, 

Oil  of  peppermint,  English     ..       ..     3  ,. 

Hydrochloric  acid,  pure         ..       ..     4  ,. 

Powdered  tragacanth   . .       . .        . .      2  grains 

Treacle,  dark  green      . .       . .       . .     3  drachms 

Distilled  water,  to   1  oz. 
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No  directions  are  given,  but  the  following  are  suitable : — 
Dissolve  the  morphia  in  3ij.  of  water  and  the  acid.  Place 
the  tragacanth  in  a  dry  bottle  with  the  spirit,  add  the  solu- 
tion, and  shake  ;  add  the  treacle,  and  again  shake  well. 
Then  mix  the  remainder  of  the  ingredients  (except  the 
hydrocyanic  acid)  together  ;  add  in  three  portions,  and  last 
add  the  hydrocyanic  acid.  You  will  find  other  formulas  in 
the  first  volume  for  1886,  and  in  the  volume  recently  com- 
pleted. 

Syrup  of  Maidenhair  is  made  from  an  infusion  of 
maidenhair  (1  in  20)  with  sugar,  in  the  ordinary  way.  A 
factitious  article  is  often  given. 


127/70.  Candle-wicks  are  prepared  by  clipping  in  a  strong 
solution  of  borax. 

Analysis  of  Crude  Petroleum. — You  will  get  full  in- 
formation in  Allen's  "  Commercial  Organic  Analysis,''  vol.  ii. 


128/8.  J.  Vavghan — Parrish's  Syrup. — We  reprint  the 
following  formula;  from  the  "  Art  of  Pharmacy."  The  first 
one  gives  a  perfectly  stable  but  weak  preparation  ;  the  second 
one  is  Martindale's  formula  : — 

(1.)  Ferri  sulpliatis   5  oz. 

Sodas  phosphatis      . .       . .       . .       . .    6  ,, 

Calcii  chlorid.  crystal  8  „ 

Sodae  phosphatis      . .       . .       . .       . .    8  ., 

Pot.issae  carbouatis  2dra;bms 

Sodae  carbouatis      . .      . .       . .      . .    2  „ 

Liquor  cocci,  q.s.  to  colour. 

Acid,  phosphoric,  (syrupy,  s.g.  1'500)    . .  15  oz. 

Sacchari  granulat.   ..       ..       ..       ..  32  lbs. 

Aquas  flor.  aurantii  . .       . .       . .       . .    2  pints 

Aquae  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  IS  lbs. 

Form  ferrous  phosphate  by  dissolving  the  salts  separately  in  boiling 
water  ;  mix  together,  neutralise  free  acid  with  sodium  carbonate  ;  strain 
through  felt,  wash  and  squeeze  precipitate  strongly.  Treat  the  calcium 
chloride  with  sodium  phosphate  in  same  manner,  omitting  the  addition  of 
sodium  carbonate.  Transfer  the  precipitates  to  a  mortar,  pour  upon  them 
the  phosphoric  acid,  and  dissolve  by  stirring ;  now  add  the  sodium  and 
potassium  carbonates,  and  filter. 

Have  a  syrup  made  with  the  proportions  of  sugar  and  water  above 
stated  ;  add  to  it  the  filtered  solution,  the  orange-flower  water,  and  suffi- 
cient cochineal  solution  to  give  the  desired  colour. 

(2.)    Iron  wire,  polished   3C0  grains 

Phosphoric  acid,  s.g.  1'500  ..  ..  8  oz. 
Distilled  water  5  „ 

Tut  these  into  a  glass  flask,  so  that  the  liquid  completely  covers  the  iron 
wire  ;  plug  the  neck  with  cotton  wool,  and  put  the  flask  in  a  warm  place 
uutil  the  iron  is  dissolved.  Then  add  to  the  following  solution,  which 
should  be  cool : — 

Slaked  lime    720  grains 

Phosphoric  acid,  s.g.  P500  . .  . .  4  oz. 
Distilled  water  15  „ 

Mix,  and  add — 

Carbonate  of  potassium  . .  ..  ..    72  grains 

Phosphate  of  sodium      ..  ..  ..72  ,, 

Mix  with  the  foregoing,  and  filter.  Now  boil  together  for  fifteen 

minutes — 

Cochineal,  in  powder     ..  ..  ..  240  grains 

Distilled  water   ..     3  pints 

Filter,  and  wash  the  filter  with  distilled  water  to  5S  oz.,  in  which  dissolve 
7  lbs.  of  sugar  ;  strain,  and  when  cold  make  up  to  a  gallon  with  distilled 
water,  to  which  aid  the  liquor. 


127/54.  Izonia. — Washing -fluid. — There  are  numerous 
formulas  for  this  in  back  volumes.  The  following  is  the 
latest,  communicated  by  a  correspondent: — 

Sapo  com. ..       ..       ..       ..'     ..  Jij. 

Aq.  pluv.  bulliens   Cj. 

Liq.  ammon.  fort.   Jiv. 

Dissolve  the  soap  in  a  little  water,  add  sufficient  to  make  1  gallon,  then 
add  liq.  amm.  fort.,  and  well  shake. 

The  addition  of  a  few  ounces  of  turpentine  is  an  improve- 
ment. 


128/53.    Quinine. — Rosemary  Hair-wash. : — 

Carbonate  of  potash  2  drachms 

Borax   6  „ 

Spirit  of  camphor   2  „ 

Aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  . .  . .  1  oz. 
Spirit  of  rosemary      ..      ..       ..    2  ,, 

Water,  to  20  „ 

Dissolve  the  solids  in  16  oz.  of  water;  add  the  spirits  of  ammonia  and 

rosemary.    Shake  well  occasionally  for  six  hours.   Then  add  the  spirit  of 

camphor,  and  filter  through  magnesia. 

You  may  colour  with  browning  or  a  few  drops  of  cochineal. 


128/32.  A  Subscriber. — Artificial  Bone  Manure  varies 
in  composition,  but  is  generally  made  by  treating  ground 
bones  with  sulphuric  acid.  See  Spon's  Encyclopcedia,  under 
"  Manures." 


Notts  (67/128)  informs  "  Grain  Musk  "  that  the  formula  he 
uses  for  '■  ingredients  for  making  hop  bitters  "  is  one  pub- 
lished on  April  23,  page  575.  The  only  fault  is  that  the  pot. 
bicarb,  comes  through  the  paper.  He  uses  blue  paper.  His 
directions  are  to  "  pour  on  one  packet  of  the  bitters  a  quart 
of  hot,  but  not  boiling,  water ;  cover  it,  and  let  it  stand  all 
night ;  strain,  and  take  a  wineglassf  ul  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  before  or  after  meals." 


127/33.    Inscripta. — Syrupus  Ferri  Superphosphatis. — 

Mr.  Greenish 's  formula  for  this  is — Superphosphate  of  iron, 
5ij. ;  simple  syrup,  Jiij.    Dissolve.    Dose  :  12  to  24  minims. 


128/65.  Menthol. — We  gave  a  formula  for  Ginger-beer 
Powder  on  June  18,  page  762. 


128/67.  Notts. — Linoleum  is  fixed  to  floors  with  glue. 
A  tack  is  also  put  in  here  and  there,  particularly  at  the 
joints. 


129/42.  F.  G. — Herrings  are  kept  fresh  for  six  weeks 
with  boric  acid,  or  a  mixture  of  the  acid  and  salt.  Professor 
Cossar  Ewart,  of  Edinburgh,  has  a  method,  which  is  to  pack 
the  fish  in  an  air-tight,  case,  then  fill  the  case  with  a  solu- 
tion of  boric  acid  (about  2  per  cent.).  Try  this  with  the 
dace  and  gudgeon. 


129/50.  Minor. — We  have  described  very  fully  i'n  the 
Diary  for  this  year  how  concentrated  infusions  are  made. 
The  article  is  too  long  to  repeat  here.  Please  refer  to  it. 
You  may  get  a  copy  of  the  Diary  by  advertising  in  the 
Exchange  Column. 


128/70.  6.  H.  P. — No  change  is  likely  to  occur  in  the 
lin.  iodi  which  you  have  made  with  bromide  instead  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  American  soda-water  fountains  are 
supplied  with  aerated  water  from  strong  cylinders.  A  selt- 
zogene  is  the  only  simple  apparatus  tor  making  aerated 
water  at  home. 


128/54.  Edinburgh. — Cachous. — Try  the  following  for- 
mula : — 

Parts 

Extract  of  liquorice,  B.P  100 

Powdered  catechu. .       ..       ..       ..  ..30 

„        gum  arabic    . .       . .       . .       . .  15 

„        cascarilla       ..       ..       ..       ..  2 

.,       charcoal   2 

„        orris     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  2 

,,        mastic  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  2 

Thymol    J 

Oil  of  cinnamon    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  \ 

Oil  of  rose    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    2  drops  and 

Essence  of  musk  10    „    to  each  oz. 

Beat  into  a  mass,  stiffening,  if  necessary,  with  sugar. 

A  pill-coater  such  as  Maw's  serves  very  well  to  silver  pills 
on  the  large  scale. 


